THE  LIBRARY  OF  THE 

UNIVERSITY  OF 

NORTH  CAROLINA 


THE 

WILLIAM  SUMNER  JENKINS 

COLLECTION  OF  PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS 


PRESENTED  THROUGH 
THE  FRIENDS  OF  THE  LIBRARY 


This  book  must  not  be  taken 
from  the  Library  building 

EXCEPT  WITH  THE  SPECIAL  PERMIS- 
SION OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill 


http://archive.org/details/journalofhouseof1861jan 


.AL 


OF  THE 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 


OP   THE 


STATE  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 


CALLED  SESSION,  January,  1861. 


Printed  bv  Order  of  the  Legislature. 


/   .. 


JACKSON: 

BABSBDAI/E,    STATE    FBIHTSB. 
f\  "55. 


Lib*- 
North  • 

JOURNAL. 


At  a  Special  Session  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
begun  and  held  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
Governor's  Proclamation,  at  the  State  House  in  the  city  of  Jackson, 
in  the  county  of  Hinds,  State  of  Mississppi,  on  Tuesday  the 
\bth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1861,  and  the  sovereignty  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  the  forty  third. 


TUESDAY,  Januaby  15,  1861. 

Be  it  remeinbered,  That  on  this  day,  at  the  place  above  men- 
tioned, being  the  time  and  place  designated  for  the  assemblage  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  convened  in  the  Representatives  Hall  at 
1  o'clock,  P.  M.  * 
The  House  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Speaker  Campbell. 
Upon  a  call  of  the  roll  the  following  members  answered  to  their 
names : 

Mr.  Speaker  Campbell,  Messrs.  Augustus,  Barden,  Bishop, 
Backstrom,  Coffey,  Claiborne,  Denny,  Evans,  Ellis  of  Copiah, 
Graham  Gilstrap,  Gasque,  Henley,  Hooker  of  Lawrence,  Hooker 
of  Hinds,  Hall  of  Lauderdale,  Holmes,  Jones  of  Sunflower,  Keith, 
Knox,  Love,  Matthews,  Tisdale,  Tolson,  Wheeler,  Winburn, 
Weathersby  and  West — 29. 
J^  No  quorum  appearing, 
i       On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews, 

v?    The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
<£  H— 2 


WEDNESDAY,  January  16,  1861 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Wm.  C.  Bromley  member  elect  from  the  county  of"  Itawamba 
to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  John  Walker, 
appeared,  was  sworn  in  and  took  his  seat. 

Upon  a  call  of  the  roll,  and  no  quorum  appearing, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dunlap,  a  call  of  the  House  was  ordered. 

\  quorum  appearing, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rogers,  the  further  call  of  the  House  was 
suspended. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  through 
their  Secretary  : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

I  am  instructed  to  inform  the  House  of  Representatives  that  the 
Senate  has  met  and  organized  by  the  election  of  Henry  T.  Ellett 
of  Claiborne,  President  pro  tern,  and  is  now  ready  to  proceed  to 
business. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clark, 

The  Preamble  was  amended  by  striking  out  so  much  as  refers 
to  the  United  States  of  America. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooker, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  on  the  part  of  the  House 

and on  the    part  of  the  Senate    bo   appointed  to  wait  upon 

the  Governor  and  inform  him  that  the  two  Houses  had  organized 
and  are  ready  to  receive  any  communication  he  may  be  pleased  to 
make. 

The  Chair  appointed  as  said  committee,  Messrs.  Hooker, 
Smedes,  Bell,  Withers  and  Jones  of  Scott. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dunlap, 

The  clerk  was  requested  to  inform  ths  Senate  that  the  House 
had  organized  and  is  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones  of  Sunflower, 

Resolved,  That  the  occupation  of  this  Hall  will  be  yielded  by 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  State  Convention  from  and 
after  the  hour  of  2  o'clock,  P.  M.  on  each  day  while  both  bodies 
are  in  session. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  : 

\ 
Mr.  Speaker —  •  * 

The  Senate  has  concurred  in  the  joint  resolution  of  the  House*' 
of  Representatives  raising  a  joint  committee  to  wait  on  his  Excel- 
lency the  Govern  jr,  <Spc,  and  the   President  has  appointed  on  the. . 
part  of  the  Senate,  Messrs.    Neill,  Catchings  and   Buck  as  said 
committee. 

Mr,  Hopker  from  \\w  joint  select  comrnitlw  appointor)  u>  %||j 

;^  I 


Mr.  Speaker— 

The  committee  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  Governor  beg  leave 
to  report  that  they  have  discharged  the  duty  assigned  them  and 
that  the  Governor  will  communicate  at  once  in  writing  to  both 
Houses  of  the  Legislature. 

On  his  motion  the  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor  through 
his  Private  Secretary  Mr.  Campbell  : 

Mr,  Speaker — 

I  am  requested  by  the  Governor  to  deliver  to  the  Hous  ■  of 
Representatives  a  message. 

Executive   Office,  ) 

Jackson,  Miss.,  Jan.  15th,  1861.  ] 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  : 

Regarding  it  certain  that  the  Convention  which  is  now  in  ses. 
sion,  would  dissolve  the  connection  between  the  State  of  Missis- 
sijipi  and  the  United  States,  and  make  many  and  important 
changes  in  the  organic  law  of  the  State,  thus  rendering  much 
ordinary  legislation  necessary  to  harmonise  the  statute  law  with 
the  amended  Constitution,  and  to  provide  for  the  wants  of  the 
State  in  the  new  relation  she  may  assume,  I  have  convened  the 
Legislature  in  extraordinary  session.  You  meet  under  perplexing 
and  novel  circumstances,  such  as  never  surrounded  any  former 
session  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State.  Numerous,  grave,  and 
new  questions  growing  out  of  the  present  relations  of  Mississippi 
with  '.he  surrounding  States,  must  be  met  and  solved  at  your  pte- 
sent  session. 

Since  your  adjournment,  events  of  the  gravest  moment  have 
folic  wed  each  other  with  unprecedented  rapidity. 

The  hopes  of  the  most  sanguine  friends  of  the  Southern  cause 
seem  about  to  be  realized  in  the  formation  of  a  Southern  Confed- 
eracy, embracing  a  very  large  majority,  if  not  all  the  slave-hold- 
ing  States.  South  Carolina  in  an  ordinance  passed  on  the  20th 
day  of  December,  1860,  has  seceded  from  the  Federal  Union. 
The  Convention  of  the  people  of  Mississippi,  called  at  your  late 
session,  passed  an  Ordinance-  of  Secession  on  the  ninth  day  ol 
January,  A.  ]).  1861,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted, 
marked  A.  Florida  followed  with  her  Ordinance  of  Secession  on 
trie  10th.  Alabama  took  her  place  with  the  seceding  States  on 
|Hs  eleventh  day  qf  tl  e  present  month. 

The  States  of  South  Carolina  Georgia,  North  Carolina.  Ala- 
bama, and  Louisiana  have  taken  possession  of  the  Forts  and  At. 
sanal?  within  their  limits,  and  Florida  is  now  attempting  to  take 

pQMetfiim  or  suejj  m  the  faiyts  g?  site  dpafti  ngasasary  for  he? 


seven  companies  of  volunteers,  of  this  State,  have  been  sent  from 
the  counties  of  Chickasaw,  Lowndes,  Noxubee,  and  Clark,  to  aid 
Florida  and  Alabama  in  taking  possession  of  the  Forts  and  Navy 
Yard  at  Petisacola. 

The  result  of  the  expedition  is  not  yet  known  to  me. 

Major  Mims  was  sent  by  me  to  meet  the  Mississippi  Volun- 
teers at  Enterprise,  with  instructions  to  provide  them  all  neces- 
sary camp  equipage  and  provisions,  that  the  sons  of  Mississippi 
might  not  be  required  to  suffer  more  privations  and  hardships  than 
are  necessarily  incident  to  the  life  of  a  soldier. 

Being  advised  by  the  Governor  of  Louisiana  that  he  had  reason 
to  believe  that  an  expedition  would  be  sent  down  the  Mississippi 
river  to  reinforce  the  Garrisons  of  the  Forts  and  Arsenals  of  that 
State,  I  sent  Capt.  Kerr  with  sixteen  of  the  Jackson  Artillery 
Company,  and  ordered  Capt.  ff.  H.  Miller  to  call  out  the  Volun- 
teer Companies  of  Vicksburg,  and  take  such  position  as  would 
enable  him  to  prevent  any  hostile  expedition  from  the  Northern 
States  descending  the  river.  Learning  that  the  Forts  and  Ar- 
senals were  fully  garrisoned  by  Louisiana,  I  have  directed  Capt. 
H.  H.  Miller  to  withdraw  his  forces  from  the  position  they  had 
taken.  As  soon  as  I  was  informed  that  the  Governor  of  Louis- 
iana  had  taken  the  Arsenal  at  Baton  Rouge,  I  sent  Col.  C.  G. 
Armstead  with  a  letter  to  Governor  Moore,  requesting  him  to  fur- 
nish Mississippi  with  ten  thousand  stand  of  arms,  on  such  terms 
as  he  might  deem  just.  Col.  Armstead  informs  me  that  his  Ex- 
cellency has  responded  to  my  request  by  ordering  eight  thousand 
Muskets  (8,000),  one  thousand  Rifles,  and  six  twenty-four  pound 
guns,  with  carriages,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  ammunition 
to  be  delivered  to  him,  which  will  be  shipped  to  Mississippi  as 
soon  as  possible. 

This  act  of  friendship  and  confidence  from  our  sister  State,  I 
hope  will  be  fully  appreciated  and  duly  acknowledged  by  the  Le- 
gislature and  people  of  Mississippi. 

Finding  the  State  pressed  by  emergencies  which  were  neither 
foreseen  nor  provided  for,  I  have  done  only  what  I  deemed  de- 
manded by  the  interest,  safety,  and  honor  of  the  people  of  Mis- 
sissippi ;  trusting  that  a  magnanimous  constituency  would  judge 
leniently  the  acts  of  an  Executive  officer  placed  in  so  novel  and 
trying  positions. 

From  the  Treasurer's  Repot  t,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
tansmitted  to  the  Legislature,  it  will  be  seen  that  I  have  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  on  account  of  the  appropriation,  for  the  pur 
chase  of  arms,  ammunition,  <kc ,  thirty-nine  thousand,  thiee 
hundred  eleven  dollars  and  twenty  one  cents,  ($39,311.21.) 
Contracts  for  a  considerable  amount  of  arms,  and  munitions  ot 
war  have  been  made,  which  have  not  as  yet  been  complied  with; 
the  arms  not  hving  been  received  or  paid  for.  Other  contracts 
feave  probably  been  made  by  agents  appointed  by  me  for  that  pur- 


pose.  After  paying  all  contracts  now  made,  or  authorized  to  be 
made,  there  will  be  a  considerable  balance  of  the  appropriation 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  ($150,000),  made  at  the 
last  regular  session  of  the  Legislature.  Patriotic  citizens  in  va- 
rious portions  of  the  State,  have  extended  to  me  pecuniary  aid  in 
arming  the  State.  The  Hon.  Hal.  C.  Chambers,  of  Coahoma, 
gave  me  an  order  for  one  hundred  bales  of  cotton.  Col.  Miles 
McGehee,  and  Hon.  Chas.  Clark,  gave  me  a  draft  for  lhe  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  of  one  hundred  bales  each.  Hon,  A.  G.  Brown 
sent  me  a  bill  on  New  York  for  five  hundred  dollars  ($500). 
Major  John  M.  Graves  gave  me  his  draft  for  two  hundred  ($200) 
and  Mr.  Burwell  Scott  his  draft  for  one  thousand  dollars  ($1,000). 
Col.  R.  S.  Rayburn,  of  Tallahatchie  county  has  presented  to  the 
State  one  hundred  kegs  of  powder 

For  these  sums,  when  realized,  I  propose  to  return  Auditor's 
warrants,  drawn  as  part  of  the  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  appro- 
priation for  the  purchase  of  arms,  notwithstanding  many  of  the 
gentlemen  regarded  their  offering  as  a  donation,  and  some  still  so 
regard  it.  Col.  Jeff.  Davis  and  Hon.  Jacob  Thompson  have 
guaranteed  the  payment,  in  May  or  June,  of  twenty-four  thousand 
dollars  ($24,000),  for  a  purchase  of  arms. 

The  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  have  tendered  me 
the  free  use  of  their  Road  for  the  transportation  of  troops  and  mu- 
nitions of  war  whenever  the  State  may  require  it,  placing  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Governor  of  the  State  extra  trains,  when  required, 
free  of  all  charge.  The  Mississippi  Central  Railroad  Company, 
through  their  President,  W.  Goodman,  has  tendered  the  services 
of  all  men  now  employed  on  that  Road  h\  case  of  invasion,  and 
the  use  of  the  Road  for  transportation  on  favorable  terms,  to  be 
arranged  hereafter 

Hon.  Madison  McAfee  has  become  responsible  for  a  consider- 
able amount  for  the  purchase  of  ammunition — all  of  which  I  shall 
be  able  to  meet  out  of  the  appropriation  already  made.  Many 
other  patriotic  citizens  have  tendered  me  similar  aid,  which  has 
not  yet  been  accepted.  It  is  with  pride  and  pleasure  that  I  have 
further  to  inform  the  Legislature,  that  all  citizens  on  whom  I  have 
called  to  aid  me  in  the  purchase  of  arms  and  ammunition,  have 
gone  wherever  I  requested,  and  performed  any  service  I  required, 
without  asking  or  accepting  fee,  or  reward  for  their  services.  I 
renew  my  recommendation  made  to  you  at  your  last  session  : 
That  all  volunteer  companies  be  placed  on  the  ssiflb  footing  in 
regard  to  pecuniary  aid  from  the  State,  and  that  a  sufficient  sum 
be.  appropriated  to  each  company  to  defray  all  necessary  expenses, 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  passed  at  the  last  session  of 
the  Legislature,  I  have  appointed — 

The  Hon.  Henry  Dickinson,  Commissioner  to  the  State  of  De- 
laware. 


The  Hon.  A..H.  Handy,  Commissioner,  to  the  State  of  Mary- 
land. 

The  Hon.  Walker  Brooke  and  the  Hon.  Fulton  Anderson,  Com- 
missioners  to  the  State  of  Virginia  ;  The  Hon.  Jacob  Thompson, 
Commissioner  to  the  State  of  North  Carolina  ;  The  Hon.  G.  S. 
Gaines,  Commissioner  to  the  State  of  Florida ;  1  he  Hon.  VV.  L. 
Harris  and  the  Hon. Thos. W.White,  Commissioners  to  the  State 
of  Georgia  ;  The  Hon.  W.  S.  Featherston,  Commissioner  to  the 
Siate  of  Kentucky;  The  Hon.  Thos.  J.  Wharton,  Commissioner 
to  the  State  of  Tennessee  ;  The  Hon.  Joseph  W.  Matthews,  Com. 
missioner  to  the  State  of  Alabama;  The  Hon.  Daniel  R.  Russel, 
Commissioner  to  the  State  of  Missouri ;  The  Hon.  Geo.  R.  Fall, 
Commissioner  to  the  State  of  Arkansas  ;  The  Hon.Wirt  Adams, 
Commissioner  to  the  State  of  Louisiana  ;  and  Capt.  H.  H.  Miller, 
Commissioner  to  the  State  of  Texas ;  and  the  Hon.  C.  E.  Hook- 
er,  Commissionei  to  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

The  reports  of  such  of  the  above  named  Commissioners  as 
have  returned  and  reported  to  me  are  herewith  transmitted. 

[See  Appendix.] 

Col.  Armistead,  Burt,  and  Hon.  E.  W.  Pettus,  Commissioners 
from  the  State  of  South  Carolina  and  Alabama,  have  visited  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  seeking  her  co-operation  in  the  formation  of 
a  Southern  Confederacy. 

From  the  facts  stated  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  Message,  the 
Legislature  will  perceive  that  a  state  of  hostilities  already  exists 
between  the  seceding  States  and  the  Government  at  Washington, 
which  may  be  soon  followed  by  open  war.  It  is  yet  possible  that 
this  may  be  averted.  Justice  and  prudence  on  the  part  of  the 
Southern  people,  in  my  opinion,  may  possibly  avert  it ;  and  if  not, 
will  certainly  mitigate  its  evils.  But  whether  peace  or  war  be 
the  destiny  of  the  State,  a  due  observance  of  law  and  obedience 
to  the  constituted  authorities  are  the  only  guarantees  of  a  people 
for  success,  safety,  or  civilization. 

We  have  embarked  upon  a  stormy  sea,  and  much  of  the  peril 
which  attends  our  voyage  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  thought- 
lessness and  passions  of  our  own  crew.  Law  and  order  must 
prevail,  or  there  is  no  safety  for  the  ship.  For  these  reasons  I 
recommend  that  more  stringent  laws  be  passed  for  the  punishment 
of  crime  of  exciting  insurrection,  that  individuals,  or  associations 
of  individuals  may  not  be  required  to  incur  the  responsibility  of 
inflicting  punishment  without  the  forms  of  law,  to  save  their  homes 
from  the  incendiary,  and  that  all  punishments  may  be  inflicted  by 
Courts,  regulaily  constituted  by  law. 

I  further  recommend  that  the  most  prompt  and  efficient  mea- 
sures be  adopted  to  make  known  to  the  people  of  the  Northwest. 
em  States,  that  peaceful  commerce  on  the  Mississippi  river  will 
be  neither  interrupted  or  annoyed  by  the  authorities  or  people  of 
Mississippi.    This  in  my  opinion  will  materially  aid  in  preserving 


peace  between  the  Northwestern  and  the  Southern  States,  if  it 
can  be  preserved. 

But  if  this  may  not  be,  if  justice,  prudence  and  moderation  on 
our  part  cannot  save  us  from  war  and  invasion,  there  will  then  be 
nothing  left  for  Mississippi  but  to  lay  her  lance  in  rest  and  cry 
God  defend  the  Right. 

JOHN  J.  PETTUS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chambers  the  message  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Chambers  moved  that  500  copies  be  printed. 

Mr.  Clark  moved  to  print  5,000  copies. 

Pending  the  motions  to  print, 

The  message  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  Matthews  offered  the  following  resolution,         t 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  on  the  part  of  the  House 
and  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the 

Hon.  Armstead  Burt,  Commissioner  from  the  State  of  South  Caro* 
Una,  and  Hon.  E.  VV,  Pettus,  Commissioner  from  the  State  of 
Alabama,  and  invite  them  to  seats  in  the  Hsuse  and  Senate  and 
also  to  extend  them  the  hospitality  of  the  State  during  their  stay 
therein. 

On  his  motion,  the  rule  was  suspended  and  the  resolution 
adopted. 

The  Chair  appointed  as  the  Committee  on  part  of  the  House, 
Messrs.  Matthews,  Jones  of  Sunflower,  Bishop,  Withers  and  Lake. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clark, 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Convention  be  and  they 
are  hereby  invited  to  take  seats  within  the  bar  of  the  House  dur- 
ing the  session  thereof,  and  that  the  clerk  of  this  House  communi- 
cate this  resolution  to  the  Convention. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  concurred  in  joint  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  relation  to  the  Commissioners  of  South  Caro- 
lina and  Alabama,  and  the  President  has  appointed  on  the  joint 
committee  to  wait  on  them,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  Messrs. 
Thomson,  Starke  and  Davis. 

Mr.  Chambers  offered  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  The  Senate  concurring,  that  the  present  extraordina- 
ry session  of  the  Legislature  having  been  convened  by  the  Gov- 
ernor to  deliberate  upon  such  measures  of  legislation  as  may  be 
demanded  by  the  present  position  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  to  secure  the  safety  and 
promote  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  State,  it  will  be  consid- 
ered by  the  Legislature  as  its  duty  at  its  present  session  to  enact 
all  requsite  laws  within  the  scope  of  its  powers  under  the  Consti- 
tution which  authorized  the  election  and  defined  the  powers  of 
H— 5 
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members  of  this  body  and  it  is  hoped  and  desired  that  the  Con- 
vention of  the  people  of  the  State  now  in  session  at  the  Capitol 
and  convened  under  an  act  of  the  Legislature  will  suspend  or 
remove  such  provisions  of  the  constitution  as  might  restrain  the 
Legislature  from  the  enactment  of  laws  necessary  and  proper 
under  the  altered  relations  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  the  House  is  hereby  instructed  to 
transmit  to  the  President  of  the  Convention  a  certified  copy  of  this 
resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chambers, 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  resolutions  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scales, 

The  House  adjourned  until  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


THURSDAY,  January  17, 1861. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Upon  a  call  of  the  roll  and  no  quorum  appearing, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rogers, 

A  call  of  the  House  was  ordered. 

A  quorum  appearing, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bell, 

The  further  call  of  the  House  was  suspended. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Speaker  announced  that  the  Door-Keeper  of  the  House 
was  temporarily  absent. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hicks, 

The  Speaker  was  authorized  to  make  a  temporary  appointment. 

The  Speaker  appointed  Mr.  Samuel  Pool. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Augustus, 

The  Door-Keeper  was  instructed  to  furnish  each  member  of 
this  House  with  a  copy  of  the  Revised  Code. 

Mr.  Knox  made  the  following  report. 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  joint  standing  committee  on  printing  to  whom  was  referred 
the  motion  to  print  certain  extra  copies  of  the  Governor's  message, 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  have  instruitea  me  to 
report  the  following  joint  resolution,  and  to  recommend  its  adop- 
tion, to-wit. 

Resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  That 
two  thousand  copies  of  the  message  of  tho  Governor  without  the 


of  the  Cigislatufe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KnoS, 

The  report  was  received  arid  agreed  lo;  k 

On  his  furtnei  motion,  the  rule  was  suspended  and  the  frftmftk  n 
adopted. 

Mr.  Bishop  ofFered  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  The  Senate  concurring,  that  this  Legislature  adjourn 
on  Friday  the  ]8th  inst.,  to  meet  again  on  the  third  Monday  in 
February,  1861. 

On  his  motion  the  rule  requiring  joii.t  resolutions  to  lie  one  day 
on  the  table  was  dispensed  with. 

On  motion' of  Mr.  Claiborne, 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Matthews  made  the  following  report. 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  appointed  under  a 
joint  resolution  to  wait  on  Hon.  Armstead  Burt,  Commissioner 
from  the  State  of  South  Carolina  and  invite  him  to  a  seat  in  the 
House  and  Senate,  and  to  become  the  guest  of  the  State,  report 
they  have  performed  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  that  the  Hon. 
Commissioner  accepts  the  courtesy  tendered  as  an  expression  of 
the  fraternal  regard  and  sympathy  of  the  people  of  Mississippi  for 
the  people  of  South  Carolina. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews, 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Graham  gave  notice  that  he  would  oii  to-morrow  or  some 
future  day  introduce  a  bill  to  provide  fbi  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands  within  this  State. 

Mr.  Chambers  gave  notice  that  hewould  on  to-morrow  or  some 
future  day  introduce  a  bill  to  provide  a  stay  on  judgements  and 
executions  and  for  other  purposes- 
Mr.  Hooker  presented  the  petition  of  Amos  R.  Johnston  and 
other  citizens  of  the  county  of  Hinds  praying  the  passage  of  a  law 
for  the  relief  of  Octavus  McGowan  a  minor. 

Mr.  Hooker  moved  that  the  petition  be  refered  to  a  select 
committee  of  five. 

Mr.  Smedes  moved  its  reference  to  the  standing  committee  on 
Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Mr.  Hooker  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table, 

Which  was  lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  refer  the  petition 
to  the  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Scales  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  the  House  to  have 
spread  upon  the  Journal  the  following  resolution  offered  by  him 
on  yesterday  as  a  substitute  to  the  resolution  ofFered  by  Mr. 
H— 6 
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Chambers,  the  same  having  been  omitted  in  the  proceedings  of 
yesterday,  to-wit : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  and  desire  of  this  House  that  the 
Convention  should  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible  indicate  to  the 
Legislature  what  course  they  intend  to  pursue  in  reference  to  that 
legislation  for  which  this  body  was  convened. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  adopted  the  following  joint  resolution  in  which 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  desired  : 

Resolved,  The  House  of  Representatives  concurring,  that  tLe 
joint  standing  rules  of  the  two  Houses  be  so  amended  as  to  change 
the  name  of  the  joint  standing  committee  on  State  and  Federal 
Relations  to  that  of  a  committee  on  Foreign  A  flairs. 

Mr.  Smedes  moved  to  call  from  the  table  the  joint  resolution  in 
relation  to  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature. 

Which  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  a>.d  nays  called  for 
by  Messrs.  Jones  of  Sunflower,  Smedes  and  Clark. 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Adams,  Bishop,  Bell,  Byrne,  Clark,  Coffey, 
Ellis  of  Copiah,  Hooker  of  Lawrence,  Hicks,  Holmes.  Jones  of 
Scott,  Jones  of  Sunflower,  Long,  Lake,  Matthews,  McDonald, 
Smede3,  West  and  Walworth — 19. 

Nays. — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Augustus,  Barden,  Bromley, 
Backstrom,  Barksdale,  Chambers,  Claiborne,  Duncan,  Denning, 
Dantzler,  Dunlap.  Evans,  Gage,  Graham,  Gilstrap,  Gasque, 
Hamilton,  Hooker  of  Hinds,  Hall  of  Lauderdale,  Hall  of  Leake, 
Knox,  Love,  McRae,  Rogers,  Reid,  Scales,  Smylie,  Smith  of 
Jones,  Tisdale,  Van  Eaton,  Wilson,  Wheeler,  Winburn,  Withers, 
Weathersby,  and  Walker — 37. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews, 

The  House  concurred  in  the  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  to 
amend  thejoint  standing  rules  of  the  two  Houses  so  as  to  change 
the  name  of  the  joint  standing  committee  on  State  and  Federal 
Relations  to  that  of  a  committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  Dantzler  by  leave  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act 
to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  Probate  Court  of  Jasper  county. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  his  motion,  the  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  second 
and  third  times  forthwith  and  passed  with  title  as  stated. 

Mr.  Hicks  by  leave  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to 
change  the  name  of  the  Fayette  Female  Academy  of  Jefferson 
county. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  his  motion  the  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  tho  second 
and  third  times  forthwith  and  passed  with  title  as  stated. 

Mr.  Hooker  of  Lawrence  by   leave,   introduced   a  bill  to  be 
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entitled  an  act  to  extend  the  time  of  holding  the  Circuit  Court  in 
Lawrence  county.  ■* 

Which  was  read  the  first  time, 

On  his  motion  the  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  second 
and  third  time  forthwith  and  passed  with  title  as  stated. 

Mr.  Graham  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  to-morrow  or  some 
early  day  of  the  session  introduce 

A  Bill  to  prevent  suits  for  debts  against  southern  soldiers  while 
in  actual  service, 

A  Bill  to  punish  persons  uttering  abolition  sentiments, 

A  Bill  to  punish  hawking  and  pedling, 

A  Bill  to  exclude  free  negroes  from  the  State. 

A  Bill  to  exclude  foreigners  from  the  elective  franchise. 

Mr.  Van  Eaton  announced  to  the  House  the  death  of  the  Hon. 
C.  E.  Frith  late  a  member  of  this  House,  from  the  county  of 
Amite,  and  submitted  the  f  >llowing  preamble  and  resolution,  which 
was  unanimously  adopted  : 

The  House  of  Representatives  having  been  officially  informed 
of  the  death  of  Hon.  C  E.  Frith  late  member  thereof  from  the 
county  of  Amite,  and  recognizing  in  this  afflictive  disposition  of  an 
all  wise  Providence  the  loss  to  this  House  of  a  useful,  attentive 
and  courteous  member,  to  the  State  of  a  worthy  and  promising 
son,  and  to  the  social  circle  of  a  generous  and  agreeable  compan- 
ion ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  with  a  feeling  of  deep  regret  and  sorrow,  for 
the  loss  of  our  late  estimable,  and  worthy  brother,  and  as  a  token 
of  respect  for  his  memory,  this  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  Smedes  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  this  House  adjourn  until  Saturday  morning  next 
at  9  o'clock  and  that  the  Convention  have  the  use  of  this  Hall  for 
the  entire  day  of  Friday  and  that  the  clerk  notify  the  President  of 
the  Convention  thereof 

Which  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr   Van  Eaton, 

The  House  adjourned  until  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


FRIDAY,  January  18,  1861, 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  anc  approved. 
Mr.  Chambers  by  leave  introduced, 
A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  declaring  parts  of  Hobsons  and  Cassedys  Bayous  navi- 
gable  streams. 


■  u 

Wbieh  was  read  ikm  utm\  limit  lids?  i  mepsftsioa  $tfei 

rule  and  passed  with  litis  as  stated* 

Mr.  Love  by  leave  introduced} 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Kcrdper  county* 

Which  was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Love  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 

Which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Henly  by  leave  introduced, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  incorporating  the  town  of 
Boloxi  in  Harrison  county  and  for  other  purposes. 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  o^tsh 
rule  and  passed  with  title  as  stated. 

Mr.  Hill  by  leave  introduced, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  to  authorize  L.  W.  Galbraith  to  appoint  a  deputy  county 
Treasurer  for  the  county  of  Chickasaw, 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  and  passed  with  title  as  stated. 

Mr.  Danlzler  by  leave  introduced, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  provide  food  for  the  poor  and  destitute  citizens  of 
Jasper  county. 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  and  passed  with  title  as  stated. 

Mr.  Walworth  by  leave  introduced  a  bill, 

To  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend 
and  reduce  into  one  the  act  incorporating  the  city  of  Natchez  and 
the  several  acts  amendatory  thereto. 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  and  passed  with  title  as  stated. 

Mr.  Matthews  by  leave  introduced, 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isham  P.  Trotter, 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  and  passed  with  title  as  stated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Augustus, 

Resolved,  That  the  Judiciary  committee  be  instructed  to  ex- 
amine the  ordinances  that  have  been  passed  by  the  Convention 
which  is  now  in  session  and  report  to  the  House  what  immediate 
legislation  (if  any)  is  necessary  to  bo  enacted  by  the  Legislature 
to  carry  out  such  ordinances. 

Mr.  Graham  by  leave  introduced, 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  certain  public  lands. 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  -suspension  of  the  rule,  and 

On  motion  ofMr.  Hooker  of  Hinds, 

Referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee- 
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Mr.  Lake  by  leave  introduced  joint  resolutions  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  arms  and  amnunition  from  the  Governor  of  Louis- 
iana. 

On  his  motion  the  rule  was  suspended  and  the  resolutions 
adopted. 

Mr.  Tolson  by  leave  introduced, 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  W.  G.  Grace. 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  and  passed  with  title  as  stated. 

Mr.  Hooker  of  Hinds,  by  leave  introduced, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  to  dispose  of  the  funds  arising  from  the  sale  of  slaves  out 
of  the  county  jails. 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  and 

Referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lake, 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates 
to  providing  punishment  for  the  crime  of  inciting  insurrection  be 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews, 

The  resolution  in  relation  to  the  adjournment  of  the  Legisla- 
ture was  called  from  the  table. 

Mr.  Matthews  offered  the  following  amendment : 

Amend  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "on"  in  the  second 
line  and  inserting  the  following  words,  "Saturday  the  19th  inst., 
at  12  o'clock,  M.  sine  die. 

Mr.  Graham  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  and  amendment  on  the 
table. 

Which  was  lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Matthews' 
amendment  and  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays  called 
for  by  Messrs.  Claik,  Matthews  and  Hooker  of  Hinds. 

Yeas. — Messr-.  Adams,  Augustus,  Barden,  Bell,  Coffey,  Dun- 
can, Gilstrap,  Hicks,  Hall  of  Lauderdale,  Holmes,  Jones  of  Sun- 
flower, Knox,  Long,  Lake,  Matthews,  McDonald,  Pipes,  Rogers, 
Scales,  Trotter,  Tisdale,  Van  Eaton,  Wilson,  Wheeler,  Winburn, 
Withers,  West  and  Walworth — 28. — 

Nays. — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bugg,  Bromley,  Bradford,  Backs- 
trom,  Byrne,  Barksdale,  Chambers,  Claiborne,  Denney,  Dantzler, 
Dunlap,  Dean,  Evans,  Ellis  of  Copiah,  Gage,  Graham,  Gasque, 
Hamilton,  Hill,  Henley,  Hooker  of  Hinds,  Hooker  of  Lawrence, 
Hall  of  Leake,  Jones  of  Scott,  Keith,  Lyles,  Love,  Merinar,  Reid, 
Smylie,  Smith  of  Jones,  Tolson  and  Walker — 34. 

Mr.  Hooker  of  Hinds,  offered  the  following  amendment, 

Amend  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "  resolved,"  in  the 
original  resolution  and  inserting  "that  the  Legislature  adjourn  on 


16 

to-morrow  the  19th  inst.,  at  12  o'clock  M.,  to  meet  again  on  the 

2d  Monday  of  Feb.,  1861. 
Mr.  Augustus  moved, 

To  lay  the  original  resolution  and  amendment  on  the  table, 
Which   was  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays,  called 

for  by  Messrs.    Hooker  of  Hinds,  Jones  of  Sunflower  and  Wal- 

worth : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Augustus,  Bugg,  Bromley,  Bradford,  Backstrom, 
Claiborne,  Denney,  Dantzler,  Evans,  Graham,  Gasque,  Hill, 
Henley,  Hall  of  Lauderdale,  Hall  of  Leake,  Holmes,  Keith,  Knox, 
Lyles,  Matthews,  Merinar,  Scales,  Smylie,  Smith  of  Jones, 
Trotter,  Tolson,  Van  Eaton,  Wilson  and  Walker. — 23. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Adams,  Barden,  Bell,  Byrne, 
Barksdale,  Clark,  Chambers,  Duncan,  Dunlap,  Dean,  Ellis  of 
Copiah,  Gage,  Gilstrap,  Hamilton,  Hooker  of  Hinds,  Hooker  of 
Lawrence,  Hicks,  Jones  of  Scott,  Jones  of  Sunflower,  Long,  Love, 
Lake,  Martin,  McDonald,  Pipes,  Rogers,  Reid,  Tisdale,  Wheeler, 
Winburn,  Withers  and  Walworth. — 34. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Hooker's 
amendment  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  tak  n  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
as  amended  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays,  called 
for  by  Messrs.  Rogers,  Hooker  of  Hinds  and  Walwoith: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Adams,  Augustus,  Barden,  Byrne, 
Barksdale,  Coffey,  Chambers,  Duncan,  Dunlap,  Dean.  Ellis  of 
Copiah,  Gage,  Gilstrap,  Hamilton,  Hooker  of  Hinds,  Hooker  of 
Lawrence,  Hicks,  Hall  of  Leake,  Jones  of  Scott,  Jones  of  Sun- 
flower. Keith,  Long,  Love,  Lake,  McDonald.  Pipes,  Reid,  Tisdale, 
Wheeler,  Winburn,  West  and  Walworth. — 33. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bugg,  Bromley,  Bradford,  Bell,  Claiborne, 
Denney,  Dantzler,  Evans,  Graham,  Gasque,  Hill,  Hall  of  Lauder- 
dale, Holmes,  Knox,  Lyles,  Merinar,  Rogers,  Scales,  Smylie, 
Smith  of  Jones,  Trotter,  Tolson,  Van  Eaton,  Wilson,  Withers 
and  Walker.— 26. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  concurred  in  the  joint  resolution  providing  for 
the  printing  of  2,000  copies  of  the  Governor's  message. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gage, 

The  House  adjourned  until  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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SATURDAY,  January  19,  1861. 

The  House  met  pursuaut  to  adjournment. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  read  and  approved. 
The  Speaker  presented  the  following  communication  from  the 
State  Convention : 

Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

City   of  Jackson: 

Republic  of  Mississippi,  Jan  18th,  1861. 

Mr.  Speaker — 

1  am  instructed  to  lay  before  your  honorable  body  the  accom- 
panying resolution,  passed  by  the  Convention  of  the  people  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  Jan.  18th,  1661. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  this  Convention  to  confer  with  a  general  committee  of 
like  number  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  as  to 
the  course  which  the  two  bodies  propose  to  adopt  in  regard  to  the 
various  subjects  of  legislation  growing  out  of  the  present  position 
of  the  State  ;  and  also  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  adjournment  of 
one  of  the  said  bodies  t©  a  future  day,  and  that  the  said  two  Hou- 
ses  of  the  Legislature  be  invited  to  concur  in  the  proposed  con- 
ference  between  the  said  two  Houses  and  this  Convention. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c, 

F.  A.  POPE, 
Secretary  of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Matthews  offered  the  following  joint  resolution, 

Resolved  the  Senate  concurring,  That  a  Committee  of  Con- 
ference of  five  on  the   part  of  the  House  and on  the  part  of 

the  Senate  be  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  appointed  by 
the  State  Convention  to  ascertain  whether  there  is  any  public 
interest  to  be  promoted  by  the  simultaneous  session  of  the  State 
Convention  and  the  Legislature,  and  whether  there  will  be  an 
occasion  for  the  re-assembling  of  the  Legislature  after  the  adjourn- 
ment ot  the  Convention  and  to  report  as  soon  as  practical  le. 

On  his  motion,  the  rule  was  suspended  and  the  resolution 
adopted. 

The  Chair  appointed  as  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
House, 

Messrs.  Matthews,  Chambers,  Hooker  of  Hinds,  Suratt  and 
Backstrom. 

Mr.  Matthews  presented  the  petition  of  T.  H.  Witleford  and 
others, 

Which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Ways  arid  Means. 

Mr.  Chambers,  according  to  notice,  introduced, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 
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An  act  to  authorize  a  stay  on  execution  for  a  limited  time, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 

And  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Chambers  by  leave  introduced, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  aet  to  suspend  action  for  the  recovery  of  debt  for  a  limited 
period, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 

And  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  House  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Kemper  county, 

Was  read  the  second  time  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews, 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvement. 

Mr.  Gage  by  leave  introduced, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  in 
relation  to  the  election  and  jurisdiction  of  Justices  of  the  Peace, 

Which  was  fead  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lake, 

Referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Graham  by  leave  introduced. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  .  0 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  I>.  Terrell,  a  minor  of  Covington 
county, 

Which  was  read  twice  by  the  title  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  and 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Mr.  Adams  offered  the  following  resolution, 

Which  was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  be  instructed 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  State  Armory  for 
the  manufacture  of  ordance,  small  arms,  and  fixed  amuniti«n, 
and  that  jthey  be  requested  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise  at  the 
earliest  day  practicable. 

Mr.  Dantzler  by  leave  introduced, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Garlandsville  Seminary, 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  and  passed, 

The  title  standing  as  stated. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  passed  the  lollowing  Mouse  bill, 

An  act  to  provide  food  for  the  poor  and  dastitut©  citizens  of  Ja^ 

per  county  ; 
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i'cnce  county  | 

An  act  to  change  till  Mfile:  of  the  Fayfette  female  Academy,  of 
Jefferson  county  ; 

An  act  to  declare  parts  of  Hopson's  and  Cassidy's  bayous  nav. 
igable  streams  5 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  W.  G.  Grace  ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isham  P.  Trotter  ; 

An  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  th^  Probate  court  of  Jas- 
per county : 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "an  act  to  amend  and  reduce 
into  one  the  act  incorporating  the  city  of  Natchez,  and  the  several 
acts  amendatory  thereto ; 

The  Senate  has  also  passed  the  House  bill  entitled, 

An  act  to  authorize  L.  W.  Galbraithto  appoint  a  deputy  county 
treasurer  for  the  county  of  Chickasaw, 

And  has  adopted  an  amendment  thereto  in  which  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  is  desired. 

The  Senate  hi*?;  also  adopted  a  joint  resolution  in  relation  to 
wa§!e  and  unappropriated  lands,  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  is  asked. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hill, 

The  House  concurred  in  the  Senate  amendment  to  the  House 
bill  entitled, 

An  act  to  authorize  L.  W.  Galbraith  to  appoint  a  Deputy 
County  Treasurer  for  the  county  of  Chickasaw. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Eaton, 

The  House  concurred  in  the  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  in 
relation  to  waste  and  unappropriated  lands. 

On  his  further  motion, 

The  blank  in  said  resolution  was  filled  with  the  number  T>. 

The  Chair  appointed  as  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
House, 

Messrs.  Wibon,  Van  Eaton,  Dantzler,  Tolson  and  Bradford. 

Mr.  Dantzler  by  leave  introduced, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  certiin  officers  of  Jasper  county, 

Which  was  read  three  times  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  and 
passed, 

Thet  itle  remaining  as  stated. 

Mr.  Suratt  by  leave  introduced, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  further  to  regulate  the 
Militia  and  Volunteer  system,  approved  Feb.  10,  1860, 

Which  was  read  three  times  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule 
and  passed, 

The  title  standing  as  stated. 
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The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  passed, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend, 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  indebtedness  of  cer- 
tain  counties  of  the  Mississippi  Levee  District,  approved,  Feb.  10, 
1860. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Messrs.  Armistead,  Bishop, 
Boone,  Akers,  Owen  and  Reasons. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 

k.  Sp.3  vker — 

The  Senate  has  concurred  in  the  joint  resolution  of  the  House 
appointing  a  committee  of  conference  with  the  Convention. 

Mr-  Graham,  pursuant  to  notice,  introduced, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  in  relation  to  free  negroes  and  mulattoes, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  suspension  of  the  rule, 

And  referred  to  the  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  pass&d  the  Mouse  bill  entitled, 

An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  incorporation  of  the  town 
of  Biloxi,  in  Harrison  county,  and  for  other  purposes  ; 

Also  a  resolutions  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  Arms  and 
Ammunition  from  the  Governor  of  Louisiana. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams, 

The  Senate  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  indebtedness  of  certain  counties  of  the  Mississippi 
River  Levee  District,  approved,  Feb.  10th,  1860, 

Was  called  up  and  read  the  first  time. 

On  his  motion,  the  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  second 
and  third  times  and  passed, 

Title  standing  as  stated. 

The  Speaker  appointed  Messrs.  Bromley  and  Hooker  of  Law- 
rence,  to  fill  the  vacancies  on  committee  on  Propositions  aid 
Grievances. 

Mr.  Terrell  made  the  following  report, 

Ma.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  ask  to  report  the  following 
bills  correctly  enrolled,  and  presented  this  day  to  the  Governor  for 
his  approval  and  signature, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isham  P.  Trotter ; 
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An  act  to  declare  Hopson's  and  Cassidy's  Bayous  navigable 
streams  ; 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  and  reduce 
into  one  the  act  incorporating  the  City  of  Natchez  and  the  several 
acts  amendatory  thereto  ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  change  the  name  of  the  Fayette 
Female  Academy  of  Jefferson  county  ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  W.  G.  Grace,  of  Lauderdale  county ; 

An  act  to  provide  food  for  the  poor  and  destitute  citizens  of  Jas- 
per  county ; 

A.  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  extend  the  time  of  holding  the 
Circuit  Court  in  Lawrence  county. 

An  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  Probate  Court  of 
Jasper  county, 

Mr.  Suratt  by  leave  introduced. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  to  change  and  modify  the  revenu  laws  this  State, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 

And  referred  to  the  committee  on  Ways  and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 

The  House  took  a  recess  until  j2  o'clock  M. 

12  o'clock  m.  « 

The  recess  having  expired  the  House  resumed  it  session. 
Mr.  Terrel,  from  the   committee   on  Enrolled    Bills,  made  the 
following  report, 

Mb.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  ask  to  report  the  following 
bills  and  resolutions  as  correctly  enrolled,  and  presented  this  day 
to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  for  his  approval  and  signature, 

An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  incorporation  of  the  town 
of  Biloxi,  in  Harrison  county,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Resolution  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  arms  and  amunition 
from  the  Governor  of  Louisiana. 

An  act  to  authorize  L.  W.  Galbraith  to  appoint  a  deputy  coun- 
ty treasurer  for  the  county  of  Chickasaw. 

Mr.  Claiborne  by  leave  introduced, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  mileage  of  members  of 
the  Military  Board, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Suratt, 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Terrel  by  leave  introduced, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 


4ft  m  (0  liiesi  III  *!$«  ps"  kiting  IW  iMt  din  of  9^ 
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Which  was  redd  three  Hmftl  iinddfrfc  i?tilf?©nlion  of  the  fulfcafld 
passed, 

The  title  standing  as  stated.  • 

Mr.  Evans  by  leave  iritioduced, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  G.  S.  Parker,  Sheriff  of  Clark  county; 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Augustus, 

Referred  to  corhmittee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rogers, 

The  House  ajourned  until  .Monday  morning  9  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  January:  21,  1801. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Lake  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  ot  the  State 
of  Mississippi  protesting  against  the  passage  of  a  stay  law, 

Which  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Dunlap  presented  the  claim  of  W.  H.  &  T.  C.  Loud, 

Which  was  referred  to  the  committee  omclaims. 

Mr.  Evans  presented  the  pe'.ition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Clark 
county  praying  for  an  increase  of  the  salary  of  the  Probate  Judge 
of  said  county, 

Which  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Henley  offered  the  following  resolution, 

Resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  Mississippi,  That 
the  people  of  Mississippi  should  be  encouraged  in  home  manu- 
factory, agriculture  and  mechanical  arts,  and  the  Governor  of  this 
State  be  requested  to  purchase  all  ordance,  arms  and  munitions 
of  war  within  our  own  borders :  Provided,  1  be  same  can  be 
done  on  reasonable  terms. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smedes, 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table, 

Mr.  Lake  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  to-morrow  or  some 
subsequent  day,  introduce  a  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  bank 
of  discount  and  deposit  in  the  city  of  Vicksburg. 

Mr.  Campbell  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow  or  eoaue  subse- 
quent  day,  he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 
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An  act  to  change  article  65  of  chapter  3  of  Revised  Code. 

Mr.  Terrel  by  leave  introduced, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  citizens  in  the  counties  therein 
named,  approved  Nov.  30,  1860, 

Which  was  read  three  times  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  and 
passed. 

The  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Suratt  made  the  following  report, 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  standing  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  A.  R.  Johnston  and  others, 
citizens  of  Hinds  county,  praying  the  Legislature  to  remove  the 
civil  disabilities  of  Octavus  McGowan,  a  minor  of  said  county, 

Have  had  said  petition  under  consideration  and  have  instructed 
me  to  report  said  petition  back  to  the  House  and  recommmend 
that  the  prayer  of  said  petitioners  be  not  granted, 

Which  was  received. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smedes, 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Suratt  made  the  following  report, 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  standing  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances  to 
whom  was  referred, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  in  relation  to  free  negroes  and  mulattoes, 

Have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  have  instructed  me 
to  report  said  bill  back  to  the  House  with  the  accompanying 
amendments,  and  recommend  that  the  bill  as  amended  by  the  com- 
mittee  do  pass. 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Suratt, 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  bill  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walworth, 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Suratt  made  the  following  report, 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  -standing  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  I).  Terrel,  a  minor  of  Covington 
county, 

Have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  have  instructed  me 
to  report  the  said  bill  back  to  the  House  and  recommend  that  it 
do  not  pass.  • 
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Mr.  Suratt  moved  that  the  report  be  received  and  agreed  to. 

A  division  being  called  for. 

The  report  was  received. 

Mr.  Terrel  offered  the  following  amendment: 

Strike  out  the  words  "do  not  pass,"  and  insert  "do  pass," 

Which  was  adopted. 

The  report  was  then  agreed  to  as  amended. 

Mr.  Terrel  moved, 

That  the  rule  be  suspended  to  the  end  that  the  bill  be  read  a 
third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage, 

Which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Smedes  moved, 

The  indefinite  postponement  ot  the  bill, 

Which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  my?,  called 
for  by  Messrs.  Smedes,  Culbfrison  and  Barden, 

Yeas — Messrs.  Augustus,  Akers,  Barden,  Brantley,  Bell,  Byrne, 
Beaman,  Barksdale,  Coffey,  Culbertson,  Duncan,  Downs,  Dunlap, 
Dickens,  Evans,  Gilstrap,  Hamilton,  Hicks,  Hall  of  Leake,  Hud- 
son, Holmes,  Knoi,  Lyles,  Lake,  Martin,  McAlister,  McDonald, 
McWhorter,  Owen,  Pipes,  Palmer,  Pinson,  Reasons,  Ruffin,  Reid, 
Rutherford,  Suratt,  Shelton,  Smedes,  Tisdale,  Thomas,  Van 
Eaton  and  Wilson. — 44. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Adams,  Annistead,  Bugg,  Brad- 
ford, Claiborne,  Denney,  Dantzler,  Gage,  Graham,  Gasque,  Hill, 
Henley,  Hooker  of  Lawrence,  Hall  of  Lauderdale,  Johnston, 
Keith,  Love,  Murphy,  Rogers,  Smith  of  Jones,  Terrel,  Tolson, 
Winburn,  Withers,  Walker  and  West. — 27. 

INTRODUCTION    OF   BILLS. 

By  Mr.  Adams, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Ann  Mariah  Tillman, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 

And  referred  to  the  committee  on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Dickens, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Probate  Judge  of  Panola 
county, 

Which  \va*  read  three  times  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule 
and  passed, 

The  title  standing  as  stated. 

By  Mr.  Rutherford, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  to 
secure  the  interest  on  the  school  fund  belonging  to  the  Chicka- 
saw Cession  so  far  as  the  said  act  relates  to  the  county  of 
Tippah, 


Was  read  three  times  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  and 
passed, 

With  title  as  stated. 

By  Mr.  Withers, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Marshall  county  Manufacturing 
Company, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Matthews  offered  an  amendment  by  way  of  additional 
section. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Withers, 

The  bill  and  amendment  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
Internal  Improvement. 

By  Mr.  Barksdale, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  to  authorize  and  empower  the  guardian  of  John  G.  Ha- 
gan,  of  Yazoo  county,  a  person  non  compos  mentis,  to  sell  his  ward's 
property, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smedes, 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

By  Mr.  Bromley, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Calvin  A.  Marshall,  Tax  Assessor  of 
Itawamba  county, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 

And  referred  to  the  committee  .on  Ways  and  Means. 

By.  Mr.  Graham, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  to  prevent  suits  against  Southern  Soldiers, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, , 

And  referred  to  the  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

By  Mr.  Smedes, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Probate  Judge  of  Warren 
county. 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  and  passed, 

With  title  as  stated. 

Mr.  Smedes  offered  the  following  resolution, 

Resolved,  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  Senate  con- 
curring, That  the  style  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  upon 
Internal  Improvements  shall  be  changed  to  that  of  Internal  Im. 
provement  and  Manufactories  and  that  unless  otherwise  ordered 
all  petitions,  bills  and  resolutions  relating  to  manufactories  bo 
referred  to  that  committee. 

On  his  motion,  the  rule  was  suspended  and  the  resolution 
adopted. 
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The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  passed  bills  with  the  following  titles, 

An  act  to  annex  township  3,  range  1  west,  to  the  First  District 
of  the  Chancery  and  Circuit  Courts  of  Hinds  county. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  R.  R.  Williamson,  of  Marshall   county. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Withers, 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  mes- 
sages, 

The  Senate  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  R-  R.  Williamson,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit 
Court  of  Marshall  county, 

Was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule 
and  passed, 

With  title  as  stated. 

The  Senate  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  to  annex  township  3,  range  one  west,  to  the  first  District 
of  the  Chancery  and  Circuit  Court  of  Hinds  county, 

Was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Purdom, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  second  and  third 
times  forthwith  and  passed, 

With  title  as  stated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Terrel, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  Gulf  and  Ship  Island 
Railroad  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appro- 
priating   acres  of  the  public  lands  in  this  State  for  the  use 

of  said  road. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  passed  the  following  bill, 

A  bill  to  extend  the  term  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Winston 
county. 

Also  House  bills  entitled, 

A  bill  entitled, 

An  act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  certain  officers  of  Jasper  county. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  further  to  regulate  the 
militia  and  volonteer  systems,  approved  Feb.  10,  1861. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Eaton, 

The  Senate  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  to  extend  the  term  of  the  Circuit  Court  in  Winston 
county, 

Was  called  up  and  read  the  first  time. 

On  his  motion,  the  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  second 
and  third  times  and  passed, 

With  title  as  stated. 
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Mr.  Pinson  offered  the  following  resolution, 

Which  was  adopted, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  and  they 
are  hereby  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending 
"  An  act  to  regulate  the  Militia  and  Volunteer  system,"  approved 
Feb.  10,  1860,  so  as  to  levy  the  one-twentieth  part  of  the  State 
tax  provided  in  said  act  as  part  of  the  commutation  fee  upon  all 
property  in  the  State  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Henley, 

The  resolution  offered  by  him  in  relation  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  home  manufactory, 

Was  called  from  the  table. 

On  his  motion,  the  rule  requiring  joint  resolutions  to  lie  one  day 
on  the  table,  was  dispensed  with  and, 

On  his  further  motion, 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Internal  Im- 
provements. 

Mr.  Matthews  made  the  following  report, 

Mk.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  committee  of  the  Senate  and  the  committee  of  the  State 
Convention  as  to  the  propriety  of  a  simultaneous  session  of  the 
two  bodies  have  performed  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  have  to 
report  the  following  resolution  adopted  by  said  conference  coram- 
mitte, 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  business  of  the 
State  Convention  has  not  reached  that  stago  of  advancement, 
which  sufficiently  indicates  the  duties  which  will  devolve  on  the 
Legislature,  advise  that  the  Legislature  adjourn  to  a  future  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,     > 

The  report  was  received. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  report  and 
decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Ruffin  by  leave  introduced, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  town  of  Senatoba,  in  the 
county  of  DeSoto, 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  and  passed, 

With  title  as  stated. 

Mr.  Matthews  from  the  'committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  whom 
was  referred, 

A.  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  to  authorize  the  stay  on  executions  for  a  limited  time, 

Report  the  same  back  to  the  House  without  amendment  with 
a  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr,  Matthews  moved, 
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That  the  report  be  received  and  agreed  to. 
A  division  being  called  for, 
The  report  was  received. 
Question  on  agreeing, 
Pending  the  question, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones  of  Sunflower, 

The  further  consideration  of  the  report  was  postponed  for  the 
present. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 

Mh.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  adopted  the  following  joint  resolution, 

Whereas,  A  Convention  of  the  people  is  now  in  session,  the 
Legislature  deem  it  expedient  to  take  a  recess,  as  the  continu- 
ance ef  both  bodies  in  session  at  the  same  time,  may  compli- 
cate legislation,  so  as  to  produce  confusion  and  incompatibility  in 
the  laws  and  prove  detrimental  to  the  public  weal;  'Therefore, 
Resolved,  That  the    Legislature   will   take   a   recess   from   1 1 

o'clock  to-morrow  until  the  first  Monday  in  March,  1861. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor,  through 

kis  private  Secretary,  Mr.  Campbell, 

Mb.  Speaker — 

The  Governor  has  approved  and  signed  the  following  bills 
which  originated  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 

An  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  Probate  Court  of 
Jaiper  county. 

An  art  to  change  the  name  of  the  Fayette  Female  Academy  of 
Jefferson. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  W.  G.  Grace,  of  Lauderdale  county. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  and  reduce  into 
one  tho  act  incorporating  the  city  of  Natchez  and  the  several  acts 
amendatory  thereto. 

An  act  to  extend  the  time  of  holding  the  Circuit  Court  in 
Lawrence  county. 

An  act  to  authorize  L.  W.  Galbraith  to  appoint  a  Deputy 
County  Treasurer  for  the  county  of  Chickasaw. 

An  act  to  declare  parts  of  Hopson's  and  Cassidy's  Bayou  to  be 
navigable  streams. 

An  act  to  provide  food  for  the  poor  and  destitute  citizens  of  Jas- 
per county. 

Resolution  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  arms  and  ammunition 
from  the  Governor  of  Louisiania. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isham  P.  Trotter. 

An  ac>  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  incorporation  of  the  town 
of  Riloxi,  in  Harrison  county,  and  for  other  purposes. 

On  *\m\m  of  M*v-  Jorbs  of  Sunflower 
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The  House  took  up  the  Senate  message  in  relation  to  the  recess « 
of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Henley  offered  the  following  amendment, 

Amend  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "  will"  and  inserting 
the  words  "adjourn  sine  die  on  Tuesday  the  22d  inst.,  at  11 
o'clock  A.  M. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  by  yeas  and  nays,  called  (or  by 
Messrs.  Henley,  Rogers  and  Graham. 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Augustus,  Akers,  Barden,  Bell, 
Barksdale,  Coffey,  Culbertson,  Claiborne,  Duncan,  Downs,  Dun- 
lap,  Evans.  Ellis  of  Copiah,  Gilstrap,  Hill,  Henley,  Hick*,  Hall 
of  Lauderdale,  Holmes,  Knox,  Lyles,  Matthews.  Merinar,  Mc- 
Alister,  McWhorter,  Murphy,  Owen,  Pipes,  Palmer,  Pinson, 
Reasons,  Rogers,  Reid,  Scales,  Smith  of  Jones,  Suratt,  Shelton, 
Tisdale,  Tolson,  Van  Eaton,  Wilson,  Wheeler,  Winburn,  With- 
ers,  West  and  Walworth, — 47. 

Nays — Messrs.  Adams,  Armistead,  Bugg,  Bromley,  Bradford, 
Byrne,  Beaman,  Dantzler,  Dickens,  Gage,  Graham,  Gasque, 
Hamilton,  Hooker  of  Hinds,  Hooker  of  Lawrence,  Hall  of  Leake, 
Hudson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Sunflower,  Love,  Lake,  Martin,  Mc- 
Donald, Purdom,  Ruffin,  Rutherford,  Smedes,  Thomas  and  Wal- 
ker. —  28. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in  the  Senate  reso- 
lution as  amended  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Dunlap  moved, 

That  the  vote  taken  on  concurring  be  reconsidered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 

The  motion  was  laid,  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Smedes  offered  the  following  resolution, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Ways  and  Means  be  and 
they  are  hereby  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
altering  the  law  in  relation  to  the  mileage  of  members,  so  as  to 
provide  for  the  payment  to  each  member  the  actual  cost  of  his 
reaching  the  Capitol  from  his  home  and  returning  thereto  accord- 
ing  to  the  accustomed  course  of  travel,  and  to  report  a  bill  accord- 
ingly, if  deemed  proper  by  them. 

Mr.  Pinson  offered  the  following  amendment, 

"  And  that  said  committee  be  also  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  reducing  the  salaries  of  all  the  officers  except  in 
pases  forbidden  by  th3  Constitution, 

Which  was  lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  o;i  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Smedes5 
resolution  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Smedes  offered  the  following  resolution, 

Remmd,  the  Senate  concurring,  That  should  the  Governor 
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thereof,  the  business  not  disposed  of  at  the  present  session  shall 
stand  at  the  adjourned  session  in  the  condition  in  which  it  shall  be 
left  when  this  Legislature  adjourn  sine  die,  and  shall  be  proceeded 
in  accordingly. 

On  his  motion,  the  rule  was  suspended. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
and  decided  in  the  negative. 

F^Mr.  Matthews  from  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  whom 
was  referred, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  to  suspend  action  for  the  recovery  of  debt  for  a  limited 
period, 

Reported  the  same  back  to  the  House  without  amendment  and 
recommend  that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  Matthews  moved, 

That  the  report  be  received  and  agreed  to. 

A  division  being  called  for, 

The  report  was  received. 

Question  on  agreeing, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Suratt, 

The  further  consideration  of  the  report  was  postponed  for  the 
present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooker,  of  Hinds,  * 

Resolved,  That  the  committeee  on  Military  Affairs  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  for  the  establish- 
ment ot  an  efficient  coast  police,  composed  of  such  number  of 
vessels  as  they  rt;ay  deem  necessary,  to  give  efficient  protection  to 
our  sea  coast  and  the  establishment  of  such  a  number  of  military 
ports  as  may  be  necessary  to  give  efficient  protection  'o  our  ex. 
posed  sea  shore. 

Mr.  Thomas  offered  the  following  joint  resolution : 

Resolved,  (the  Senate  concurring)  That  the  Public  Printer  be 
instructed  to  withhold  from  distribution,  the  laws  and  journals  of 
both  Houses  of  the  present  session,  until  some  time  during  the 
month  of  March  next,  in  order  to  embrace  the  proceedings  of  an 
extraordinary  session  in  the  event  the  Legislature  be  re-assembled 
by  the  Governor. 

Which  by  rule  lies  one  day  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rogers, 

The  House  adjourned  until  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

3    O'CLOCK,    P.    M. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Downs,  by  leave,  introduced 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  to  amend  the  school  laws  of  the  county  of  Iiawamba, 


31 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  and  passed, 

With  title  as  stated. 

Mr.  Suratt  made  the  following  reports  : 

Mb.  Speaker — 

The  joint  standing  committee  on  claims,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Louis  Tilman  and 
Anna  Maria  Tilman,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
have  instructed  me  to  report  said  l>ill  back  to  the  House  and  re- 
commend  that  it  do  pass. 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  third  time  and 
passed, 

With  title  as  stated. 


Mr.  Speaker — 

The  joint  standing  committee  on  claims,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  S.  Parker, 
Sheriff  ot  Clarke  county,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
and  have  instructed  me  to  report  said, bill  back  to  the  House  and 
recommend  that  it  do  pass. 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to, 

And  the  bill  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Suratt, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Thomas  in  the  Chair. 

After  a  short  time  spent  therein  the  committee  rose,  reported 
the  bill  back  without  amendment,  with  a  recommendation  that  it 
do  not  pass. 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The   following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  passed  House  bills  entitled  as  follows : 
An  act  to  increase  the   salary  of  the  Probate  Judge  of  Panola 
county. 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  to 
secure  the  interest  on  the  School  Fund  belonging  to  the  Chicka- 
saw Cession,  so  far  as  the  said  act  relates  to  the  county  of  Tip- 
pah. 

The  Senate  has  also  passed  a  Senate  bill  entitled, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Crenshaw  and  others. 

The  Senate  refused  to  concur  in  the  House  amendment  to  the 
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adjournment  resolution,  and  the  President  has  appointed  the  fol- 
lowing committee  of  conference: 

Messrs.  Mason,  Neill  and  Gordon. 

Mr.  Dantzler  moved  that  the  House  recede  from  its  amendment 
to  the  Senate  resolution  in  relation  to  the  recess  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

Which  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Henley, 

The  House  concurred  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  appointing 
a  committee  of  conference  of  three  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  and 
■  on  the  part  of  the  House  in  reference  to  the  disagreement 
of  the  two  Houses  fixing  a  day  for  the  adjournment  of  the  Legis- 
lature. 

The  Chair  appointed  Messrs.  Lake,  Henley,  Wilson,  Tolson 
and  Barksdale,  as  said  committee. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  through 
its  Secretary,  Mr.  Cooper: 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  passed  the  following  House  bill : 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Garlandsville  Seminary. 

And  has  adopted  an  amendment  thereto,  in  which  the  House  is 
desired  to  concur. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dantzler, 

The  House  concurred  in  the  amendment  made  by  the  Senate 
to  the  House  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Garlands- 
ville Seminary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Miller, 

The  Senate  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Crenshaw  and  others, 

Was  called  up  and  read  the  first  time. 

On  his  motion, 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  bill  read  the  second  time. 

On  his  further  motion, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  said 
bill. 

Mr.  Thomas  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein  the  committee  rose,  reported  the 
bill  back  to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments,  and  recemmended 
that  it  do  pass  as  amended. 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Miller, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  thiid  time  and  passed 
as  amended. 

Mr.  McDonald,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  to  restrict  the  powers  of  the  Board  of  Police  of  Tippah 
county, 
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Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smecles, 

The  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  through 
its  Secretary,  Mr.  Cooper: 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  passed  a  bill  entitled, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Simmons,  of  Perry  county. 

Also  House  bill  entitled, 

An  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Probate  Judge  of  Warren 
county. 

Also,  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  citizens  in  the  counties  therein  named,  approved,  Nov.  30, 
1860. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Jones, 

The  Senate  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  Simmons  of  Perry  cc    uy, 

Was  called  up  and  read  the  first  time.  .  I  ,,ye( 

On  his  motion, 

Tho  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  bill  read  the  second  time. 

On  his  lurther  motion, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Reasons  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein  the  committee  rose,  reported  the 
bill  back  with  an  amendment,  and  recommended  its  passage  as 
amended. 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to.  * 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Jones, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed 
as  amended. 

Ordered  that  the  title  stand  as  stated. 

Mr.  Withers,  by  leave,  introduced 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
widow  and  heirs  at  law  of  David  Robison,  deceased,  approved 
Feb.  3,  1860, 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  and  passed. 

With  title  as  stated. 

Mr.  Graham,  by  leave,  introduced 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  to  prevent  hawking  and  peddling. 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  ot  the  rule,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Augustus, 

Referred  fo  the  judiciary  committee, 
H— 7 


u 

The  iollowing  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  through 
its  Secretary,  Mr.  Cooper: 

Mr.  Speaker— 

The  Senate  has  passed  the  following  House  bills  : 

An  act  to  amend  the  school  laws  of  the  county  of  Itawamba, 

An  act  to  amend  *!*«  charter  of  the  town  of  Senatobia,  in  the 
county  of  DeSoto,  ^ 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lout-  Tillman  ;uid  Anna  Maria h 
Tillman. 

The  Senate  has  concurred  in  the  Mouse  amendments  to  Senate 
bill  entitled  as  follows: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Crenshaw. 

Mr.  Lake,  from  the  committee  of  conference,  made  the  follow. 
ing  report : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  appointed  by  this  House  to  confer  with  a  likfj 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  a  disagrc  • 
ment  b\  'he  two  Houses  on  the  subject  of  adjournment,  report 
that  the|  :id  committees  have  conferred,  and  have  agreed  to  re- 
commena  to  iLe  two  Houses  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  of 
the  House  with  the  following  additional  chuse  :  "that  tlie  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature  shall  not,  should  the  Governor  hereafter 
deem  it  necessary  to  convene  them  in  extraordinary  session  be 
entitled  to  mileage. 

Mr.  Lake  moved  that  the  report  lie  received  and  agreed  to. 

A  division  being  called  for, 

The  report  was  received. 

Question  on  ;ig  eeing, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lake, 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Palmer,  by  leave,  introduced 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  to  incorporate  Center  Lodge,  No.  19",  of  Masons,  in 
he  county  of  Attala 

Which  was  read  three  several  limes  under  a  susnenMon  of  the 
rule  and  passed. 

With  title  as  stated. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  through 
its  Secretary,  Mr.  Cooper, 

Mr.  Speaker — 

Tde  Senate  has  receded  from  its  refusal  to  adjourn  sine  die  <©« 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  ' 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  House  in  relation  to  the  laws  and 
journals  of  the  present  session  was  called  from  the  table  au<J  ad- 
opted. 
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Mr.  Van  iKaton,  by  laavs,  introduced  a  joint  resolution  provi- 
ding  for  the  purchase  of  certain  works  by  the  Hon.  J.  F,  H.  Clai- 
borne. 

On  his  motion, 

The  rule  was  suspanded  and  the  resolution  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.   Pinson, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will  receive  no  new  business  alter 
its  adjournment  this  evening. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barden, 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  9  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  January  22,  1861. 

The  House  met  pursuant  lo  adjournment. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Johnson  made  the  following  report, 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  bills  of  the 
following  titles  and  find  the  same  correctly  enrolled,  and  have 
submitted  them  to  the  Governor  for  his  signature  and  approval, 
to-wit: 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  to 
secure  the  interest  on  the  School  Fund  belonging  to  the  Chicka- 
saw Session,  so  far  as  the  said  act  relates  to  the  county  of  Tippah, 
approved,  Dec.  14,  1-59, 

An  act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  certain  officers  of  Jasper  county, 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  further  to  regulate  the 
militia  and  volunteer  system,  approved  February  10,  1860 

An  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Probate  Judge  of  Panola 
county, 

An  act  to  amend  the  school  laws  of  Itawamba  county, 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the  town 
of  Senatoba,  in  the  county  of  DeSoto,  approved,  February  10th, 
1860. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
citizens  in  the  eounties  therein  named,    approved,  Nov.  30,  1860, 

An  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Probate  Judge  ot  Warren 
county, 

An  act  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  within  two 
miles  of  the  town  of  Garlandsville, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Louis  Tillman  and  Anna  Marian 
Tillman. 

H-8 
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Mr.  Thomas  offered  the  following  resolution* 

"Resolved,  (the  Senate  concurring.)  That  a  committee  of  — .* 
on  the  part  of  the  Senatp,  and  five  on  the  part  ot  the  House  be 
appointed  to  wait  on  the  Governor  and  inform  him  that  boih 
Houses  have  resolved  to  adjourn  at  11  o'clock  this  day,  and 
inquire  of  him  if  he  has  any  further  communication  to  make  to 
the  Legislature. 

On  his  motion, 

T'^e  rule  was  suspended  and  the  resolution  adopted. 

The  Chair  appointed  as  said  committee, 

Messrs.  Thomas.  Augustus,  Ruffin,  Rogers  and  Johnston. 

Mr.  Suratt  made  the  following  reports, 

Mr,  Speaker — 

The  standing  committee  on  propositions  and  grievances,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the 
guardian  of  John  'J.  Hagan  of  Yazoo  county,  a  person  non  com- 
pos mentis,  to  sell  his  ward's  property,  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration,  and  have  instructed  me  to  report  said  bili  back  to 
the  House  and  recommend  that  i'.  do  pass. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Suratt. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

On  his  motion, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed, 

With  title  as  stated. 

Mb.  Speaker — 

The  standing  comsaittee  on  propositions  and  grievances,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  prevent  suits 
against  Southern  soldiers,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
and  have  instructed  me  to  report  said  bill  back  to  the  House  with 
an  amendment  thereto  and  recommend  that  it  do  pass  as  amended. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Suratt, 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Graham, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed 
as  amended. 

Ordered  that  title  stand  as  stated. 

Mr-  Duncan,  by  leave,  introduced 

A  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  E.  C.  Hunter,  tax  assessor  of  Calhoun 
county. 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  and  passed, 

With  title  as  stated. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  reconsidered  the  vote  receding  from  its  disa* 


greement  to  the  House  resolution  of  adjournment  and  insists  upon 
its  disagreement  to  the  House  amendment  to  their  resolution. 

Mr.  Lake,  by  leave,  introduced 

Resolutions  in  relation  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi 
river. 

Mr.  Claiborne  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  preamble, 

Which  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lake, 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  resolutions  adopted. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 

Me.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  instructed  me  to  ask  another  committee  of  con- 
ference or  the  part  of  the  House  to  consider  the  disagreement  of 
the  two  Houses  relative  to  adjournment. 

The  President,  has  appointed  Messrs.  McCord,  McLain  and 
Oliver,  as  sai  t  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Love, 

The  House  insisted  upon  its  amendment  to  the  Senate  resolu- 
tion in  relation  to  the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  fixing  upon  this 
day  at  11  -/clock,  A.  M.,  for  both  Houses  to  adjourn  sine  die. 

On  motiin  of  Mr.  Van  Eaton, 

The  Hoir.e  concurred  in  the  Senate  resoluiion  asking  another 
committee  oi  confeierice  in  relation  to  the  adjournment  of  the 
Legislature. 

The  Chair  appointed  Messrs.  Van  Eaton,  Lake,  Barksdale, 
Wilson  and  Sca>s,  as  the  committee   on   the  part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Suratt  mao»  the  following  report, 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  joint  standipgCOmmittee  on  claims,  to  whom  was  referred 
sundry  claims,  have  hai  the  same  under  consideration,  and  have 
instructed  me  to  report  Le  accompanying  bill,  making  sundry  ap- 
propriations and  recommend  that  it  do  pass. 

Which  was  received  anl  agreed  to, 

And  the  bill  read  the  first  .nd  second  times  by  title. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Suratt, 

The  House  resolved  itself  invv  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Dunlap  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein  th  committee  rose,  reported  the 
bill  back  with  an  amendment,  ano  recommended  its  passage  as 
amended. 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Suratt, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  \hird  time  and  passed 
as  amended. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor, 
through  his  Private  Secretary,  Mr.  Campbell, 

EM 


The  Governor  has  approved  and  signed  House  bills  entltiad. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  further  to  regulate  the  militia  and  vol= 
unteer  system,  approved,  Feb.  10th,  1860, 

An  act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  certain  officers  in  Jasper  county, 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  to  se- 
cure the  interest  on  the  school  fund  belonging  to  the  Chickasaw 
cession  so  far  as  the  said  act  relates  to  the  county  of  Tippah,  ap- 
proved,  Dec    14th,  1859. 

An  act  to  amend  the  school  laws  of  Itawamba  county, 

An  aci.  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Probate  Judge  of  Panola 
county, 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the  town 
of  Senatobia,  in  the  county  of  DeSoto,  approved,  February  10th, 
1860, 

An  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Probate  Judge  of  Warren 
county, 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  <»f  certain 
citizens  in  the  counties  therein  named,  approved,  November  30th, 
1860, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Louis  Tillman  and  Anna  Miriah   Till- 

An  act  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  within  two 
miles  of  the  town  of  Garlandsviile. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  S?nate, 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  passed  House  bills  entitled,/ 

An  act  to  extend  the  time  of  holding  the  Crcuit  court  of  Cov- 
ington county  in  certain  cases, 

Resolution  in  relation  to  the  laws  andjournals  of  the  present 
session  of  the  Legislature, 

Resolution  providing  for  the  purchas*  of  certain  works  by  the 
Hon.  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne. 

Mr.  Van  Eaton  made  the  following  report, 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Joint  Committee  of  the  i'enate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives appointed  to  confer  respecting  the  matters  of  difference 
between  them  in  relation  to  m  adjournment  of  the  two  Houses, 
have  met  and  have  instructed  me  to  report  as  the  result  of  their 
conference,  that  the  res-olixion  of  adjournment  as  amended  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  shall  be  adopted,  with  an  amendment 
declaring  that  the  course  of  adjournment  sine  die  is  agreed  on 
because  the  commi-tee  believe  that  the  Convention  now  in  session 
will  continue  their  session  for  some  time  to  come,  so  that  no  day 
can  be  fixed  as  proper  for  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  they  sre  willing  to  entrust  to  the  discretion  of  the  Gov. 
ernor  the  calling  the  Legislature  in  extraordinary  session. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Eaton, 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lake  offered  the  following  resolution, 

Which  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House,  are  eminently  due  and 
hereby  severely  tendered  to  Mr.  Speaker  Campbell,  for  the  pa- 
tience, ability  and  impartiality  with  which  he  has  presided  over 
their  deliberations,  and  discharged  the  other  duties  of*  his  posi- 
tion. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  concurred  in  joint,  resolution  relative  to  the 
navigation  of  the.  Mississippi  river. 

Also,  a  bill  to  b  •■  entitled. 

An  act  to  prevent  suits  against  Southern  Soldiers, 

The  Senate  has  concurred  in  the  House  resolution  appointing  a 
committee  to  wait  on  the  Governor,  &c, 

And  the  President  has  appointed  as  the  Senate  committee, 
Messrs.  Oliver,  Neill  and  McRae, 

The  Senate  has  passed  House  bill  entitled, 

An  act  lor  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  heirs  at  law  of  David 
Robison  deceased,  approved,  Feb,  3.  1860, 

The  Senate  has  also  passed  a  House  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  making  certain  appropriations  therein  named, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  E.  C.  Hunter  of  Calhoun  county. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor,  through 
his  private  Secretary,  Mr.  Campbell, 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Governor  has  approved  and  signed  House  bills  entitled, 

Resolution  providing  for  the  purchase  of  certain  works  by  the 
Hon.  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne, 

Resolution  in  relation  to  the  laws  and  journals  of  the  present 
tession  of  the  Legislature, 

An  act  to  extend  the  time  of  holding  the  Circuit,  Court  of 
Covington  county  in  certain  cases. 

1  he  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  adopted  the  following  resolution, 
Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be   directed  to  inform  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  having  accomplished  the  ob- 
jects for  which  this  Legislature  was  convened,  is  now  ready  lo 
adjourn. 

Mr.  Johnston  made  the  following  report, 
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Mr.  Speaker— 

The  committee  on  enrolled  bills  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
have  examined  bills  of  the  following  titles  and  find  the  same  cor- 
rectly on  rolled,  to- wit, 

An  act  to  prevent  suits  against  Southern  soldiers, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  E.  C.  Hunter,  tax  assessor  of  Calhoun 
county, 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
widow  a;id  heirs  of  David  Robison  deceased,  approved,  3d  Feb., 
1860, 

An  act  making  certain  appropriations  therein  named. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor, 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Governor  has  approved  and  signed  House  bills  entitled, 

An  act  to  prevent  suits  against  Southern  soldiers, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  E    C.  Hunter,  tax  assessor  of  Calhoun 

county, 

An  act  making  certain  appropriations  therein  named, 

An  act  to  amend  an  act   entitled    an  act  for  the  relief  of  the 

widow  and   heirs  at  law  of    David   Robison  deceased,   approved, 

Feb.  3d,  1860. 

Mr.  Thomas  made  the  following  report, 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  jcint  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Governor  and  in- 
form  him  that  the  two  Houses  had  accomplished  the  business  be. 
tore  them  and  were  now  ready  to  adjourn  sine  die,  beg  leave  to 
report  that,  they  have  discharged  that  duty,  and  were  informed  by 
the  Governor  that  he  had  no  further  communications  to  make. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Purdom  moved  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  Speaker,  after  delivering  his  Farewell  Addiess,  declared 
the  House  adjourned  sine  die. 

R.  C.  MILLER,  Clerk. 


Mix. 
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[DOCUMENT  A.] 
Litile  Rock,  Arkansas,  December  22, 1860. 
His  Excellency  J.  J.  PETTUS, 

Sir. : — I  have  only  time  to  clay  to  transmit  to  you  the 
action  of  the  authorities  of  Arkansas  concerning1  the  objects 
of  the  mission  with  which  I  have  been  entrusted. 

A  bill  calling  a  Convention  of  the  people  has  just  passed 
the  House  of  Representatives  by  a  nearly  unanimous  vote 
and  it  is  believed  will  pass  the  Senate  on  to-morrow  or  at 
an  early  clay. 

Reserving  the  privilege  of  making  a  report  and  detail  of 
the  events  connected  with  my  visit  to  the  Capital  of  our 
sister  of  Arkansas. 

I  am.  with  sentiments  of  high  respect  and  consideration, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

G-.  R.  FALL,  Commissioner. 


Special  Message  from  the  Governor  relative  to  Commissioner 
from  Mississippi. 


Mr.  Speaker  : — I  am  instructed  by  the  governor,  to 
deliver  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the  following  mes- 
sage and  accompanying  documents. 

W.  M.  MATHENY,  Private  Secretary. 
December  18,  1860. 
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Me.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  op  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives : — For  the  information  of  your  honorable  body, 
I  beg  leave  to  communicate  to  you,  the  following  letter, 
addressed  to  me  by  the  Hon.  George  R.  Fall,  a  commission- 
er deputed  by  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  to 
the  State  of  Arkansas,  to  inform  the  people  of  this  common- 
wealth of  the  action  taken  by  the  legislature  of  said  State, 
touching  the  present  threatening  relations  existing  between 
the  Northern  and  Southern  States  of  the  Union. 

Also  the  letter  of  appointment  or  commission,  given  by 
his  excellency.  John  J.  Pettus,  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  to  said  commissioner. 

Also,  the  convention  lull,  and  federal  resolutions,  passed 
by  the  legislature  of  that  State,  and  delivered  in  person  by 
the  said  Hon.  Geo.  R.  Fall,  commissioner,  to  me  this  morn- 
ing HENRY  M.  RECTOR. 


Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  December  17,  1861. 
His  Excellency  H.  M.  RECTOR, 

Sif  ■' — It  has  been  made  my  duty  to  inform  your  excellen- 
cy, that  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  "has 
passed  an  act  calling  a  convention  of  the  people  of  the  State 
to  consider  the  present  threatening  relations  of  the  Northern 
and  Southern  sections  of  the  confederacy,  aggravated  by 
the  election  of  a  president  upon  principles  of  hostility  to  the 
States  of  the  South,  and  to  express  the  earnest  hope  of 
Mississippi,  that  those  States  will  co-operate  with  her  in  the 
adoption  of  efficient  measures  for  their  common  defence  and 
safety.''  I  herewith  present  that  act,  and  also  a  preamble 
and  resolution,  passed  by  the  same  body,  upon  a  subject  of 
vital  interest,  not  only  to  the  people  of  Mississippi  and  the 
slaveholding  States,  but  to  the  people  of  all  the  States  of  the 
Union. 

I  take  the  occasion  to  remark,  that  the  action  of  the 
Mississippi  legislature  was  marked,  I  believe,  by  entire 
unanimity.  On  the  eve  of  great  events,  that  body  resolved 
to  bury  old  partizan  feuds,  and  as  members  of  the  same  family 
to  make  a  united  and  concentrated  efforts  to  receive  south- 
ern co-operation  and  southern  resistance  in  defence  of  south- 
ern honor  and  institutions.  Doing  nothing  rashly — making 
no  issue  for  her  sister  States,  she  seeks  their  earnest  and 
cordial  co-operation,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  a  full  and 


final  settlement  of  this  great  question  of  the  century  ;  but  if, 
after  a  reasonable  delay,  her  propositions  are  rejected,  she 
will  resume  her  sovereignty,  and  meet  the  strife  alone,  let 
the  consequences  be  what  they  may. 

Trusting,  sir,  that  in  the  approaching  conflict,  the  great 
State  of  which  you  are  the  honored  executive,  will  be  found 
co-operating  with  Mississippi,  I  am  with  high  respect. 
Your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 
G.  R.  FALL,  Commissioner  from  Mississippi. 


STATE  OF  ARKANSAS. 

Wednesday,  December  19, 1860. 

In  the  Senate  the  following  proceedings,  among  others, 
were  had,  to-wit : 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  the  clerk  : 

Mr.  President  : — I  am  instructed  to  inform  your  honora- 
ble body  that  the  House  of  Representatives  have  adopted 
the  following  joint  resolutions,  to-wit : 

"Be  it  resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Arkansas,  That  we  have  received,  with  the  highest  senti- 
ments of  respect,  the  communications  which  have  been  made 
to  us  by  the  State  of  Mississippi  through  her  distinguished 
commissioner,  George  R.  Fall,  Esq.,  and  we  hail  with  the 
highest  pleasure,  this  assurance  on  the  part  of  Mississippi, 
that  the  fraternal  regard  and  warm  relations  which  have 
characterized,  heretofore,  the  intercourse  of  our  States  will 
continue  and  that  our  citizens  have  a  common  interest,  deep, 
lasting  and  abiding. 

Resolved,  That  we  discharge  a  just  and  pleasing  duty  in 
testifying  to  the  State  of  Mississippi  the  able  and  dignified 
manner  in  which  her  commissioner  has  discharged  the  offices 
entrusted  to  him  by  his  State. 

Resolved.  That  the  State  of  Arkansas  deeply  appreciates 
the  motion  of  Mississippi  in  proposing  to  counsel  with  those 
who  have  a  common  interest  and'  a  common  destiny  with 
herself,  fully  recognizing,  with  her,  the  necessity  for  prompt 
and  early  action  in  view  of  the  present  disturbed  relations 
between  the  two  sections  of  our  confederacy  ;  that  we  feel 
this  government  has  been  prostituted  by  the  fanaticism  of  a 
large  political  party  from  the  high  and  pure  objects  for 
which  it  was  formed,  and  rendered  an  engine  of  oppression 
to  those  whom  our  forefathers  recognized  as  co-equals  in 
this  government. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  this  State  be  requested 
to  communicate  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  the  Governor  of 
Mississippi. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  transmit  to  the  Hon.  Geo. 
R.  Fall  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions." 

Said  resolutions  are  herewith  transmitted  for  the  concur- 
rence of  your  honorable  body,  which  is  respectfully  asked. 

S.  M.  SCOTT, 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Friday,  December  21,  1860. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  McColloch,  the  House  joint  resolutions 
complimentary  to  Hon.  Geo.  R.  Fall,  were  taken  up,  read 
and  concurred  in. 

In  testimony  that  the  foregoing  proceedings  were  had  as 
appears  from  the  journals  of  the  two  houses  of  the  General 
Assembly,  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  hereto  set  their  hands,  the  same 
being  attested  by  their  Secretary  and  Clerk,  on  this  twenty- 
first  day  of  December,  A*D.,  1860. 

THOMAS  FLETCHER, 
President  of  the  Senate. 
BRADLEY  BUNCH, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest — John  D.  Kimball,  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 
S.  M.  Scott,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Little  Rock.  Arkansas,  December  20, 1860. 

His  Excellency,  HENRY  M.  RECTOR, 

Sir : — Having  discharged  the  duties  assigned  me,  by  the 
Executive  of  Mississippi,  my  official  intercourse  with  your 
Excellency  will  terminate  on  to-morrow. 

You  will  permit  me,  to  remark,  that  my  sojourn  in  your 
Capital  will  always  be  remembered  with  pleasure,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  numerous  evidences  of  respect  shown  to  my 
State  and  the  courtesy  which  has  been  personally  extended 
to  myself  not  only  by  your  Excellency  but  by  the  Legisla- 
tive authorities  and  citizens  of  Arkansas. 

I  beg  that  your  Excellency  will  accept  for  yourself  and 
convey  to  the  Legislature  of  your  State  this  simple  acknowl- 
edgment of  my  high  consideration  and  respect. 

'  Your  Excellency's  obedient  servant, 

G,  Bt  fAlih>  Commissioner  from  Mississippi. 


EXECUTIVE  OFFICE,  ) 

Little  Rock,  Dec.  20,  1860.  J 

Hon.  GEO.  R.  FALL, 

Commissioner  Extraordinary  from  the  State  op 

Mississippi  to  the  State  op  Arkansas. 

Sir: — I  ani  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  this 
morning,  announcing'  that  the  duties  assigned  to  you  by  the 
Executive  of  Mississippi  have  been  discharged,  and  that  your 
official  intercourse  with  the  authorities  of  Arkansas  "will  cease 
on  to-morrow. 

You  are  also  pleased  to  allude  in  terms  highly  gratifying 
to  the  numerous  evidences  of  respect  shown  to  your  State 
and  the  courtesy  personally  extended  to  yourself  by  the 
Executive  and  Legislative  authorities  of  Arkansas. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  in  return  my  acknowledgements  for 
the  consideration  shown  by  the  authorities  of  Mississippi  to 
those  of  Arkansas,  evidenced  by  your  mission  here. 

With  an  assurance  that  the  warmest  sympathies  are  felt, 
by  myself  at  least,  and  I  am  confident  by  a  large  majority 
of  our  people  in  common  with  Mississippi,  and  other  sister 
States  of  the  South  which  have  been  goaded  by  persistent, 
and  relentless  persecution,  to  seek  their  future  safety,  and 
protect  their  honor,  inside  of  a  separate  nationality. 

With  sentiments  of  great  respect  for  yourself,  and  the 
authorities  of  your  State. 

I  am  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  RECTOR, 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Arkansas.   ■ 


Little  Rock,  Ark.,  December  25,  1860. 

To  His  Excellency  JOHN  J.  PETTUS, 

Governor  of  Mississippi. 

Sir: — I  have  already  enclosed  to  your  Excellency,  the 
official   action  of  the   authorities  of  Arkansas,   relating   to 
the  objects  of  the  mission  with  which  I  have  been  recently 
entrusted  to  that  State, 
.   Immediately  upon  receipt  of  my  credentials,  I  repaired  to 
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Little  Rock  and  presented  to  His  Excellency,  Henry  M. 
Rector,  the  bill  calling  a  Convention  of  the  people  of  Mis- 
sissippi, together  with  the  resolutions  passed  by  our  Legis- 
lature at  its  late  session.  These  documents  were  promptly 
laid  before  the  Legislature  of  Arkansas,  then  in  session  by 
the  Executive,  and  three  thousand  copies  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  distribution.  Accompanying  them  was  a  note 
from  your  Commissioner,  which,  with  other  proceedings 
have  been  forwarded  to  the  Executive  Department,  to  which 
your  Excellency  is  referred. 

When  your  Commissioner  left  the  Capitol  of  Arkansas, 
a  bill  calling  a  Convention  of  the  people  of  that  State  had 
passed  the  House  of  Representatives  by  an  almost  unani- 
mous vote,  and  no  doubt  is  now  the  law  of  the  land. 

The  question  of  secession  is  a  new  one  in  Arkansas.  It 
has  never  yet  been  debated  or  considered  there  ;  and  it  is 
not,  therefore,  surprising  that  the  people  of  that  great  State, 
should  not  be  as  familiar  with  it,  and  as  ready  to  act  upon 
it,  as  are  the  people  of  Mississippi,  where  it  has  been  dis- 
cussed for  many  years,  and  where  her  most  eminent  states- 
men, cheerfully  embracing  this  issue,  have  on  more  than  one 
contest  before  the  people  been  beaten  down  and  driven  to 
private  life.  Nevertheless,  the  evidences  of  a  determination 
on  the  part  of  Arkansas  to  co-operate  with  the  Southern 
States  on  the  formation  of  a  Southern  Confederacy  are  of 
the  most  cheering  and  substantial  character.  The  people- 
are  moving  in  their  primary  assemblies  in  all  sections  of  the 
State,  and  the  Executive  and  Legislative  branches  of  the 
government,  recognize  the  necessity  of  prompt  and  early  ac- 
tion in  view  of  the  threatening  relations  of  the  Confederacy. 

In  my  intercourse  with  the  authorities  of  Arkansas,  I 
have  kept  constantly  in  view  the  chief  object  of  my  mission, 
and  have  not  iailed,  on  all  proper  occasions,  to  respectfully 
urge  the  views  and  policy  of  Mississippi  :  and  it  will  be 
gratifying  to  your  Excellency  to  be  informed,  that  your 
Commissioner,  officially  as  well  as  individually,  was  always 
received  with  the  greatest  kindness  and  the  highest  consid- 
eration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's 

Obedient  servant. 

G.  R.  FALL, 
Gomm  iss  loner  from  3Iississippi. 


[DOCUMENT  B.] 
Frankford,  Ky.,  Dec.  19th,  1860. 
His  Excellency.  ?,.  MAGOFFIN, 

Sir: — I  herewith  transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  series  of 
resolutions  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  at  a 
called  session  thereof,  on  the  30th  day  of  November,  1860. 
By  these  resolutions  the  Governor  of  Mississippi  is  author- 
ized and  requested  to  appoint  as  many  commissioners  as  in 
his  judgment  may  be  necessary  to  visit  each  of  the  slave- 
holding  States  and  inform  them,  that  the  Legislature  of  Missis- 
sippi had  passed  an  act  calling  a  Convention  of  the  people 
said  State  to  consider  the  present  threatning  relations  of  the 
Northern  and  Southern  sections  of  the  Confederacy,  aggra- 
vated by  the  recent  election  of  a  President  on  principles  of 
hostility  to  the  States  of  the  South,  and  to  express  the 
earnest  hope  of  Mississippi,  that  those  States  will  co-operate 
with  her,  in  the  adoption  of  efficient  measures  for  their 
common  defense  and  safety. 

The  resolutions  further  provide,  "that  should  any  Southern 
State  not  have  convened  its  Legislature,  the  Commissioner 
to  such  State,  shall  appeal  to  the  Governor  thereof  to  call 
the.  Legislature  together,  in  order  that  its  co-operation  may 
be  immediately  secured." 

In  discharging  the  duty  which  devolved  on  the  Executive 
of  Mississippi  by  the  resolutions  referred  to,  His  Excellency 
John  J.  Pettus,  has  conferred  on  me  the  appointment  of 
Commissioner  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  I  am 
now  ready  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  my  credentials,  and 
to  enter  into  the  conference  contemplated  by  the  Legislature 
of  Mississippi  in  creating  and  fillkig  the  mission,  I  have  the 
honor  to  await  your  Excellency^reply. 
Verv  respectfully, 

W.  S.  FEATHERSTON. 


Holly  Springs,  Jan.  2d,  1861. 

His  Excellency,  JOHN  J.  PETTUS, 

Sir : — Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  my  credentials  as 
Commissioner  to  the  State  of  Kentucky,!  visited  the  Capitol 


of  that  Commonwealth.  1  learned  in  conference  with  Hie 
Excellency  Governor  Magoffin,  that  the  Legislature  of  that 
State,  had  not  been  convened,  as  well  as  the  reasons  which 
had  restrained  him  from  issuing  his  proclamation  for  that 
purpose.  I  now  have  the  pleasure,  however,  of  announcing, 
that  his  proclamation  has  since  that  time  been  issued,  and 
that  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  will  convene  in  extra 
session  on  the  17th  of  this  month. 

I  was  assured  by  Governor  Magoffin,  that  Kentucky  was 
as  emphatically  pro-slavery  as  any  one  of  her  Southern 
sisters.  And,  in  the  event  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Union, 
and  of  Kentucky's  being  forced  to  make  her  election  between 
the  two  sections  of  the  Confederacy,  she  would  unquestion- 
ably go  with  the  South.  He  also  assured  me,  that  a  very 
large  majority  of  the  people  of  that  State,  would  not  favor 
the  secession  of  Kentucky  until  in  their  judgment  all  honor- 
able means  of  securing  their  rights,  and  saving  their  honor 
within  the  Union,  had  been  exhausted.  That,  they  desired 
a  Convention  of  the  Southern  States,  in  order  to  agree  upon 
such  additional  guarantees  or  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  as  would  settle  finally  and  forever 
this  sectional  controversy,  upon  a  basis  satisfactory  to  the 
South.  If  these  rights  thus  asserted  by  a  Southern  Con- 
vention, should  not  be  promptly  conceded  by  the  North, 
Kentucky  would  then  be  ready  for  secession.  Such  is  the 
present  state  of  public  opinion  there,  as  I  learned  from  every 
reliable  source  of  information.  I  was  proud  to  witness 
there,  however,  the  same  indications  of  a  rapid  change  in 
public  opinion  that  are  now|seen  in  all  of  the  Southern 
States.  Kentucky  is  evidently  moving  in  the  right  direction. 
Her  people  are  a  proud-spirited,  chivalric  race  who  arc 
disposed  to  submit  no  longer  to  Northern  aggression.  The 
prompt  secession  of  the  Cotton  States,  would,  in  my  judg- 
ment, speedily  unite  the  entire  South  in  one  Confederacy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  truly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
W.  S.  FEATHERSTON. 

P.  S. — I  transmit  to  your  Excellency  herewith,  copies  of 
the  only  correspondence  which  ensued  between  Governor 
Magoffin  and  myself. 

Very  truly, 

W.  S.  F. 
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[■.DOCUMENT  OJ 

Jackson,  Dec.  31st,  1860. 

His  Excellency,  J.  J.  PETTUS, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Dear  Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  report  herewith  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  on  my 
reception  as  commissioner,  by  your  appointment,  from  the 
State  of  Mississippi.  Also  a  copy  of  my  Address  delivered 
before  that  body. 

I  should  do  injustice  to  my  own  feelings — to  the  people  of 
Mississippi — and  more  than  all,  to  the  authorities  and  people 
of  the  State  of  Georgia— if  I  failed  to  make  known  here, 
the  distinguished  kindness,  and  prompt  attention,  with  which 
your  Commissioner  was  greeted,  at  the  Capitol  of  Georgia. 
As  a  native  son  of  Georgia,  I  felt  proud  of  the  dignity, 
generosity  and  fraternity,  of  her  honored  sons,  in  their 
reception  of  your  agent,  and  their  cordial  response  to  the 
message  of  Mississippi,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  communi- 
cate ;  and  as  an  adopted  son  of  Mississippi  and  her  accredited 
agent,  I  was  equally  proud,  to  be  the  recipient,  for  her,  of 
the  friendly  greeting  and  assurance,  unanimously  extended — 
and  herewith  communicated  to  your  Excellency. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  add,  that  while  there  may  be 
differences  among  her  distinguished  sons  and  their  respective 
supporters,  as  to  some  minor  matters,  there  is  but  one  voice 
.  in  Georgia  as  to  her  secession,  in  the  event  that  Mississippi, 
Alabama,  and  Florida,  shall  have  taken  that  step,  before  the 
meeting  of  her  Convention,  on  the  16f/z  January.  I  have 
the  fullest  confidence,  that  Georgia  will  never  separate  her- 
self from  her  sisters  and  her  children,  of  the  Gulf  States. 
Nothing  but  hesitation,  indecision,  or  delay,  upon  their  part, 
will  impede  her  onward  march  with  them,  to  vindicate  our 
common  rights  and  redress  our  common  wrongs. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  HARRIS. 

Commissioner  from  the  State  of  Rlississippi 

to  the  State  of  Georgia. 
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EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT,  | 

Milledgeville.  Ga.,  Dec.  15,  1860.  f 

To  the  General  Assembly: — I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform 
you,  that  the  Hon.  William  L.  Harris,  who  has  been 
appointed  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  by 
authority  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  a  Commissioner 
to  this  State,  to  inform  the  people  of  Georgia,  through  their 
Executive  and  Legislature,  that  the  State  of  Mississippi  has 
called  a  Convention  of  the  people  of  that  State  ;  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  our  present  grievances,  &c,  and 
asking  our  co-operation  in  the  adoption  of  efficient  measures 
for  the  common  defense  and  safety  of  the  South  ;  has  been 
received  at  this  Department,  and  is  now  ready  to  confer  with 
the  General  Assembly,  upon  the  subject  of  his  important 
mission. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  the  commission  of  Judge 
Harris,  and  ask  for  him  the  courtesy  and  consideration  due 
his  high  position  as  a  gentleman,  and  as  the  representative 
of  a  sovereign  sister  State  with  whom  we  have  a  common 
interest,  and  a  common  destinv. 

JOSEPH  E.  BROWN. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Milledgeville.  Ga.,  December  15,  1860. 

Whereas,  A  message  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor 

has  informed  us   that  the  Hon.   William  L.  Harris,  a 

Commissioner  from  the  State  of  Mississippi,  to  the  Stat? 

Georgia  has  arrived  at  the  Capitol  ; 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker, 

to  wait  upon  the  Hon.  William  L.  Harris  of  Mississippi, 

and  tender  him  a  seat  upon  the  floor  of  this  House,  und  also 

to  act  in  concert  with  a  committee  to  be  appointed  by  the 

Senate,  to  inform  him  that  the  General  Assembly  of  the 

State  of  Georgia,  will  be  ready  to  receive  and  hear  him  in 

the  Representative  Hall  on  Monday  next  at  12  o'clock  M. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  be  requested  to  concur  in  this 
action  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  committee  appointed  under  the  foregoing  resolutions, 
consist  of  Messrs.  Hartridge.  Smith  of  Towns.  Fannin,  Ely 
and  Tatum. 
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SENATE  CHAMBER. 

Milledgeville,  GU...  December  15,  1860. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Billups,  the  Senate  concurred  in  the 
resolution  of  the  House,  and  appointed  Messrs.  Billups,  Mc- 
Gehee  and  Tracy,  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
act  in  concert  with  the  committee  of  the  House  under  said 
resolutions. 

On  further  motion,  Hon.  William  L.  Harris  was  invited 
to  a  seat  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate. 

After  the  committee  had  discharged  their  duty  ;  the  two 
Houses  met  in  convention,  when  the  Hon.  William  L.  Harris, 
Commissioner  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  was  introduced 
and  delivered  his  Address.  When  on  motion,  the  Senate 
returned  to  their  Chamber. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  offered  in  the  Senate 
by  the  Hon.  Thomas  Butler  King. 

Resolved.  That  a  Joint  Select  Committee  be  appointed,  of 
six  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  and  seven  on  the  part  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  consider  and  report  the  proper 
form  and  terms  in  which  to  express  the  opinion  of  this 
General  Assembly  in  response  to  the  friendly  and  important 
communication  from  the  State  of  Mississippi,  through  her 
Commissioner  the  Hon.  W.  L.  Harris. 

The  committee  appoited  under  said  resolution  are  Messrs. 
King,  Moore,  Briscoe.  Holt,  Lawton  and  Printup. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hartridge,  the  House  concurred  in  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  and  appointed  Messrs.  Hartridge. 
Lester,  Fannin,  Lewis,  Anderson,  Barnes  and  Harris,  a  com- 
mittee to  act  in  concert  with  the  committee  of  the  Senate 
under  said  resolution. 

Mr.  King  from  the  Joint  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  communication  of  the  Governor  of  Mississippi 
to  the  Governor  of  this  State,  asks  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report : 

Whereas,  A  large  portion  of  the  people  of  the  non-slave- 
holding  States,  have  for  many  years  past,  shown  in  many 
ways  a  fanatical  spirit  bitterly  hostile  to  the  Southern 
States,  and  have  through  the  instrumentality  of  incendiary 
publications,  the  pulpit  and  the  newspaper  press,  fmally 
organized  a  political  party  for  the  avowed  purpose  of 
destroying  the  institution  of  slavery,  and  consequently 
spreading  ruin  and  desolation  among  the  people  in  every 
portion  of  the  States  where  it  exists  : 
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And  ivhereas,  This  spirit  of  fanaticism  has  allied  itself  "with 
a  design  long  entertained  by  leading  politicians  of  the 
North,  to  wield  the  taxing  power  of  the  Government,  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  and  fostering  the  interest  of 
that  section  of  the  Union,  and  also,  to  appropriate  the 
common  territories  of  the  United  States  to  the  exclusive 
use  of  northern  emigration,  for  the  purpose  of  extending, 
consolidating,  and  rendering  that  power  irreversible  : 
And  whereas,  These  designs  and,  movements  have  attained 
ascendency,  such  as  to  combine  a  large  majority  of  the 
Northern  people  in  this  sectional  party,  which  has  elected 
to  the  Presidency  and  Vice  Presidency  of  the  United 
States,  candidates  who  are  pledged  in  the  most  solemn 
form  and  the  plainest,  repeated  declarations  to  wield  all 
the  influence  and  power  of  the  Federal  Government  to 
accomplish   the  objects, and  purposes   of  the  party,  by 
which  they  have  been  elected  : 
And  ivhereas,  Many  of  the  slaveholding  States  are  about  to 
assemble  in    Convention  for    the  purpose   of  adopting 
measures  for  the  protection  of  their  rights,  and  the  secu- 
rity of  their  institutions : 
And  whereas,  The  State  of  Mississippi  has,  in  a  noble  spirit 
of  fraternity  .sent  a  Commissioner  to  communicate  to  this 
General  Assembly,  her  desire  in  the  emergency,  in  our 
Federal  relations  ;  Therefore  be  it, 
Besolved,  1st.    That  the  General  Assembly  of  Georgia, 
has  listened  with  sentiments  of  profound  sympathy  and 
respect  to  the  message  of  Mississippi,  on  the  subject  of  the 
present  threatning  relations  of  the  Northern  and  Southern 
sections  of  the  United  States,  communicated  by  her  distin- 
guished Commissioder,  the  Hon.  William  L.  Harris. 

Resolved,  2d.  That  believing  as  we  do,  that  the  present 
crisis  in  our  national  affairs,  demands  resistance,  this  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  at  its  present  session,  has,  with  great  unanimity, 
passed  "  An  act  providing  for  the  call  of  a  Convention  of 
the  people  of  Georgia,  to  assemble  on  the  16th  day  of 
January,  1861,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  on  the  mode, 
■measure  and  time  of  that  resistance. 

Resolved,  3d.  That  we  cordially  respond  to  the  patriotic 
hopes  of  Mississippi,  so  earnestly  expressed  by  her  Legis- 
lature, and  so  ably  communicated  by  her  Commissioner,  and 
we  do  hereby  give  our  sister  State,  the  confident  assurance, 
that  in  our  judgment,  G  eorgia  will  promptly  co-operate  with 
her,  in  the  adoption  of  efficient  measures,  for  the  common 
defenst,  safety,  rm4  honor  of  the  B'ou&j 
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Resolved,  4th.  That  should  any,  or  all  of  the  Southern 
States  determine,  in  the  present  emergency,  to  withdraw 
from  the  "Union,  and  resume  their  sovereignty,  it  is  the  sense 
of  this  General  Assembly,  that  such  seceding  States  should 
form  a  Confederacy  under  a  Republican  form  of  Govern- 
ment, and  to  that  end,  they  should  adopt  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  so  altered  and  amended  as  to  suit  the 
new  State  of  affairs. 

Resolved,  5th.  That  we  do  hereby  express  our  cordial 
appreciation  of  the  dignified  and  gentlemanly  bearing  of 
the  Honerable  William  L.  Harris,  towards  the  General 
Assembly,  as  well  as  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  he 
has  discharged  the  responsible  duties  of  his  high  commission. 
Resolved  further,  That  His  Excellency  the  Governor  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  requested  to  cause  all  the  proceedings  in 
the  reeeption  of  the  Commissioner  from  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi to  be  enrolled  on  parchment,  signed  by  the  officers  of 
both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  by  the  Governor, 
with  the  seal  of  State  attached  thereto,  and  that  the  same 
be  presented  by  him  to  the  Hon.  William  L.  Harris,  as  the 
respone  of  Georgia  to  the  friendly  greeting  of  Mississippi. 

CHARLES  J.  WILLIAMS, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
T.  L.  GUERRY, 
President  of  the  Senate. 
Geo.  Hillyee, 

Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Fred.  H.  West, 

Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

JOSEPH  E.  BROWN,  Governor. 
.Assented  to  December  19.  1861. 


Milledgeville,  Ga.,  Dec.  17th,  1860. 

To  Hon.  W.  L.  HARRIS, 

Commissioner  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  : 
Dear  Sir: — The  undersigned  Committee,  appointed  by 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  to 
solicit  of  you  a  copy  of  your  patriotic  Address,  delivered 
before  the  General  Assembly,  have  the  pleasure  to  communi- 
cate the  same  to  you,  with  the  hopg  that  you  will  comply 
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with  our  reasonable  request.     We  have  the  honor  to  be 

yours,  with  considerations  of  respect. 

W.  H.  PILCHER,  ) 

J.  W.  BRINSON,    y  Committee. 

WM.  GIBSON,    '    ) 


Millbdgeville,  Ga..  Dec.  17th,  1860. 

Gentlemen : — Yours  of  this  date,  requesting,  on  behalf  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  a 
copy  of  the  address,  I  had  the  honor  to  deliver  this  day  be- 
fore the  General  Assembly,  is  before  me.    . 

I  will  place  the  desired  copy  at  your  disposal,  at  the 
earliest  moment  in  my  power. 

With  grateful  feelings  to  the  distinguished  body  you  rep- 
resent, for  the  compliment  implied  in  their  resolution, 
I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
WILLIAM  L.  HARRIS. 


ADDRESS. 

Mr.  President,  and  gentler/ten  of  the  /Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  State  of  Georgia  : — I  am  profoundly 
sensible  of  the  delicate  and  important  duty  imposed  upon 
me,  by  the  courtesy  of  this  public  reception. 

Under  different  circumstances,  it  would  have  afforded  me 
great  pleasure,  as  a  native  Georgian — reared  and  educated 
on  her  soil — to  express  to  you  fully,  the  views  which  pre- 
vail in  my  State,  in  relation  to  the  great  measures  of  deliver- 
ance and  relief  from  the  principles  and  policy  of  the  new 
Adminstration.  which  are  there  in  progress. 

I  cannot  consent,  however,  upon  the  very  heel  of  your 
arduous  and  exciting  session,  to  avail  myself  of  your  respect- 
ful courtesy  to  the  State  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  as 
well  as  your  personal  kindness  to  her  humble  representative, 
to  prolong  the  discussion  of  a  subject  which,  however  impor- 
tant and  absorbing,  has,  doubtless,  been  already  exhausted 
in  your  hearing,  by  some  of  the  first  intellects  of  your  State, 
if  not  of  the  nation. 


I  bog;  theatefere,  to  i'vfov  you  to  tho  aotioo  or  Mississippi 
—already  submitted  to  your  Executive — to  ask  for  her  the 
sympathy  and  co-operation  she  seeks  for  the  common  good, 
and  briefly  to  suggest  to  you  some  of  the  motives  which. in- 
fluence her  conduct. 

I  am  instructed  by  the  resolution  from  which  I  derive  my 
mission,  to  inform  the  State  of  Georgia,  that  Mississippi  has 
passed  an  act  calling  a  Convention  of  the  people,  "  to  con- 
sider the  present  threatening  relations  of  the  Northern  and 
Southern  sections  of  the  Confederacy — aggravated  by  the 
recent  election  of  a  President,  upon  principles  of  hostility 
to  the  States  of  the  South  ;  and  to  express  the  earnest  hope 
of  Mississippi,  that  this  State  will  co-operate  with  her  in 
the  adoption  of  efficient  measures  for  their  common  defense 
and  safety." 

It  Avill  be  remembered,  that  the  violation  of  our  constitu- 
tional rights,  which  has  caused  such  universal  dissatisfaction 
in  the  South,  is  not  of  recent  date.  Ten  years  since,  this 
Union  was  rocked  from  centre  to  circumference,  by  the  very 
same  outrages,  of  -which  we  now  complain,  only  now  c'  ag- 
gravated" by  the  recent  election.  Nothing  but  her  devo- 
tion to  the  Union  our  Fathers  made,  induced  the  South, 
then,  to  yield  to  a  compromise,  in  which  Mr.  Clay  rightly 
said,  we  had  yielded  everything  but  our  honor.  We  had 
then  in  Mississippi  a  warm  contest,  which  finally  ended  in 
reluctant  acquiescence  in  the  Compromise  measures.  The 
North  pledged  anew  her  faith  to  yield  to  us  our  constitu- 
tional rights  in  relation  to  slave  property.  They  are  now, 
and  have  been  ever  since  that  act,  denied  to  us,  until  her 
broken  faith  and  impudent  threats,  had  become  almost  in- 
sufferable before  the  late  election. 

There  were  three  candidates  presented  to  the  North  by 
Southern  men,  all  of  whom  represented  the  last  degree  of 
conservatism  and  concession,  which  their  respective  parties 
were  willing  to  yield,  to  appease  the  fanaticism  of  the 
North.  Some  of  them  were  scarcely  deemed  sound,  in  the 
South,  on  the  slavery  question  and  none  of  them  suited 
our  ultra  men.  And  yet  the  North  rejected  them  all ;  and 
their  united,  voice,  both  before  and  since  their  overwhelming 
triumph  in  this  election,  has  been  more  defiant  and  more 
intolerant  than  ever  before.  They  have  demanded,  and 
now  demand,  equality  between  the  white  and  negro  races, 
under  our  Constitution  ;  equality  in  representation,  equality 
in  the  right  of  suffrage,  equality  in  the  honors  and  emolu- 
ments of  office,  equality  in  the  social  circle,  equality  in  the 


rights  of  matrimony.  The  cry  lias  been,  and  now  is,  "  that 
slavery  must  cease,  or  American  liberty  must  perish,"  that 
;'  the  success  of  Black  Republicanism  is  the  triumph  of 
anti-slavery,"  "  a  revolution  in  the  tendencies  of  the  govern- 
ment that  must  be  carried  out." 

To-day  our  government  stands  totally  revolutionized,  in  its 
main  features,  and  our  Constitution  broken  and  overturned. 
The  new  administration,  which  has  effected  this  revolution, 
only  awaits  the  4th  of  March  for  the  inauguration  of  the 
new  government,  the  new  principles,  and  the  new  policy, 
upon  the  success  of  which  they  have  proclaimed  freedom  to 
the  slave,  but  eternal  degradation  for  you  and  for  us. 

No  revolution  was  ever  more  complete,  though  bloodless, 
if  you  will  tamely  submit  to  the  destruction  of  that  Consti- 
tution and  that  Union  our  fathers  made. 

Our  fathers  made  this  a  government  for  the  white  man, 
rejecting  the  negro,  as  an  ignorant,  inferior,  barbarian  race, 
incapable  of  self-government,  and  not,  therefore,  entitled 
to  be  associated  with  the  white  man  upon  terms  of  civil, 
political,  or  social  equality. 

The  new  administratian  comes  into  power,  under  the 
solemn  pledge  to  overturn  and  strike  down  this  great  fea- 
ture of  our  Union,  without  which  it  would  never  have 
been  formed,  and  to  substitute  in  its  stead  their  new  theory 
of  the  universal  equality  of  the  black  and  white  races. 

Our  fathers  secured  to  us,  by  our  Constitutional  Union, 
now  being  overturned  by  this  Black  Republican  rule,  pro- 
tection to  life,  liberty  and  property,  all  over  the  Union,  and 
wherever  its  flag  was  unfurled,  whether  on  land  or  sea. 

Under  this  wretched,  lawless  spirit  and  policy,  now 
usurping  the  control  of  that  government,  citizens  of  the 
South  have  been  deprived  of  their  property,  and  for  at- 
tempting to  seek  the  redress  promised  by  the  compromise 
laws,  have  lost  their  liberty  and  their  lives. 

Equality  of  rights  secured  to  white  men,  in  equal  sover- 
eign States,  is  among  the  mqst  prominent  features  of  the 
Constitution  under  which  we  have  so  long  lived. 

This  equality  has  been  denied  us  in  the  South  for  years 
in  the  common  territories,  while  the  North  has  virtually 
distributed  them  as  bounties  to  abolition  fanatics  and  for- 
eigners, for  their  brigand  service  in  aiding  in  our  exclusion. 

Our  Constitution,  in  unmistakable  language  guarantees 
the  return  of  our  fngitive  slaves.  Congress  has  recognized 
her  duty  in  this  respect,  by  enacting  proper  laws  for  the 
enforcement  of  this  right. 
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And  yet  these  laws  have  been  continually  nullified,  and 
the  solemn  pledge  of  the  Compromise  of  1850,  by  which 
the  North  came  under  renewed  obligations  to  enforce  them, 
has  been  faithlessly  disregarded,  and  the  government  and  its 
officers  set  at  defiance. 

Who  now  expects  these  rebels  against  the  laws  passed  by 
their  own  consent  and  procurement — rebels  against  justice 
and  common  honesty— to  become  pious  patriots  by  the  ac- 
quisition of  power?  Who  now  expects  Mr.  Lincoln  to  be- 
come conservative,  when  the  only  secret  of  his  success,  and 
the  only  foundation  of  his  authority,  is  the  will  and  com- 
mand of  that  robber  clan,  whose  mere  instrument  he  is, 
who  have  achieved  this  revolution  in  our  government  by 
treading  under  their  unhallowed  feet  our  Constitution  and 
laws  and  the  Union  of  our  fathers,  and  by  openly  defying 
high  heaven  by  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury? 

And.  above  all,  who  is  it  in  the  South,  born  or  descended 
of  Revolutionary  sires,  who  so  loves  such  company,  as  that  he 
will  long  hesitate  before  he  can  obtain  the  consent  of  a  vir- 
tuous and  patriotic  heart  and  conscience  to  separate  from 
them  fore  ver? 

Mississippi  is  firmly  convinced  that  there  is  but  one  alter- 
native : 

This  new  union  with  Lincoln  Black  Republicans  and  free 
negroes,  without  slavery;  or,  slavery  under  our  old  constitu- 
tional bond  of  union,  without  Lincoln  Black  Republicans,  of 
free  negroes  either,  to  molest  us. 

If  we  take  the  former,  then  submission  to  negro  equality 
is  our  fate.  If  the  latter,  then  secession  is  inevitable — each 
State  for  itself  and  by  itself,  but  with  a  view  to  the  imme- 
diate formation  of  a  Southern  Confederacy,  under  our  pre- 
sent Constitution,  by  such  of  the  slaveholding  States  as 
shall  agree  in  their  Conventions  to  unite  with  us. 

Mississippi  seeks  no  delay — the  issue  is  not  new  to  her 
people.  They  have  long  and  anxiously  watched  its  ap- 
proach— they  think  it  too  late,  now,  to  negotiate  more  com- 
promises with  brankrupts  in  political  integrity  whose  recre- 
ancy to  justice,  good  faith  and  constitutional  obligations  is 
the  most  cherished  featuee  of  their  political  organization. 

She  has  exhausted  her  rights  in  sacrificial  ■  offerings  to 
save  the  Union,  until  nearly  all  is  lost  but  her  honor  and 
the  courage  to  defend  it.  She  has  tried  conventions  until 
they  have  become  the  ridicule  of  both  our  friends  and  our 
enemies — mere  instruments  of  fraudulent  evasion  and  delay, 
to  wear  out  the  spirit  of  onr  people  and  encourage  the 
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hopes  of  our  common  enemy.  In  short,  she  is  sick  and 
tired  of  the  North,  and  pants  for  some  respite  from  eternal 
disturbance  and  disquiet. 

She  comes  now  to  you, — our  glorious  old  mother, — the 
land  of  Baldwin,  who  first  defiontly  asserted  and  preserved 
yOur  rights  as  to  slavery,  in  the  Federal  Convention,  in  oppo- 
sition to  Messrs.  Madison,  Mason,  and  Randolph,  and  the 
whole  Union  except  the  two  Carolinas, — the  land  of  Jack- 
son, who  immortalized  himself  by  his  bold  exposure  and 
successful  overthrow  of  a  legislative  fraud  and  usurpation 
upon  the  rights  of  the  people, — the  land  of  Troup,  the 
sternest  Roman  of  them  all.  who,  single-handed  and  alone, 
without  co-operation,  without  consultation,  but  with  truth 
and  justice,  and  the  courage  of  freemen  at  home  on  his  side, 
defied  this  National  Government  in  its  usurpation  on  the 
rights  of  Georgia,  and  executed  your  laws  in  spite  of  the 
threats  of  Federal  coercion.  It  is  to  you  we  come. — the 
brightest  exemplar  among  the  advocates  and  defenders  of 
States  rights  and  State  remedies, — to  take  counsel  and  solicit 
sympathy  in  this  hour  of  our  common  trial. 

i"  ask  you,  shall  Mississippi  follow  in  the  footsteps  of 
Georgia,  ivhen  led  by  her  gallant  Troup?  Or,  is  it  reserved 
for  this  generation  to  repudiate  and  expunge  the  brightest 
page  in  the  history  of  my  native  State?  Impossible !  God 
forbid  it!  Forbid  it,  ye  people  of  all  Northern  and 
Western  Georgia,  who.  to-day,  oJA.e  your  existence  and 
unparalleled  prosperity  to  the  maintenance  of  your  rights  at 
the  risk  of  civil  war. 

I  see  around  me  some  gallant  spirits  who  bore  their  share 
in  the  dangers,  and  now  wear  with  honor,  here  to-day  in  this 
Hall  the  laurels  won  on  the  side  of  their  State,  under  the 
banner,  inscribed  ':  Troup  and  the  treaty"  in  that  memorable 
struggle.  Need  I  appeal  to  them  in  behalf  of  my  adopted 
State,  to  know  on  what  side  they  will  range  themselves  in 
this  struggle  of  right,  against  usurpation,  of  brute  force, 
against  the  Constitutional  rights  of  a  sister  of  this  con- 
federacy of  equal  States?  I  make  no  such  appeal ;  I  know 
where  you  stand.  To  doubt  it  would  be  to  offer  you  the 
grossest  insult, 

In  this  school  of  old  republican  orthodoxy,  I  drew  my 
first  breath.  It  was  here,  I  first  studied,  then  embraced, 
and  next  feebly  advocated  the  principles  of  State  Rights  and 
State  remedies  of  resistance  to  tyranny — of  the  supremacy 
and  sovereignty  of  the  people  of  a  State,  and  the  subservi- 
ency of  governments  to  their  peace  and  happiness  and  safe- 
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ty.  These  principlea  will  descend  with  me  to  the  grave, 
where  this  frail  tenement  of  dust  must  perish,  but  they  will 
live  on  with  time,  and  only  perish  when  tyranny  shall  be  no 
more. 

I  need  not  remind  your  great  State,  that  thousands  and 
thousands  of  her  sons  and  daughters,  who  have  sought  and 
found  happy  homes  and  prosperous  fortunes  in  the  distant 
forests  of  her  old  colonial  domain,  though  now  adopted 
children  of  Mississippi,  still  cling  with  the  fond  embrace  of 
filial  love  to  this  old  mother  of  States  and  of  statesmen,  from 
whom  both  they  and  their  adopted  State  derive  their  ori- 
gin. It  will  be  difficult  for  such  to  conceive,  that  they  are 
not  still  the  objects  of  your  kind  solicitude  and  maternal 
sympathy. 

Mississippi ;  indulges  the  most  confident  expectation  and 
belief,  founcled  on  sources  of  information  she  cannot  doubt, 
as  well  as  on  the  existence  of  causes,  operating  upon  them, 
alike  as  upon  her,  that  every  other  Gulf  State  will  stand  by 
her  side  in  defense  of  the  position  she  is  about  to  assume  : 
and  she  would  reproach  herself,  and  euery  Georgia  son 
within  her  limits,  would  swell  with  indignation,  if  she  hesi- 
tated to  believe  that  Georgia  too,  would  blend  her  fate  with 
her  natural  friends ;  her  sons  and  daughters — her  neighbor- 
ing sisters  in  the  impending  struggle. 

Whatever  may  be  the  result  of  your  deliberations,  I  beg 
to  assure  her  from  my  intimate  knowledge  of  the  sipirit  and 
affections  of  our  people,  that  no  enemy  to  her  constitutional 
rights,  may  consider  his  victory  won,  while  a  Mississippian 
lives  to  prolong  the  contest.  Sink  or  swim,  live  or  die,  sur- 
vive or  perish,  the  part  of  Mississippi  is  chosen,  she  will  never 
submit  to  the  principles  and  policy  of  this  Black  Republican 
Administration. 

She  had  rather  see  the  last  of  her  race,  men,  women  and 
children,  immolated  in  one  common  funeral  pile,  than  see 
them  subjected  to  the  degradation  of  civil,  political  and 
social  equality  with  the  negro  race. 
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ADD  E  ESS     OP 

FULTON  ADERSON,  ESQ., 

Commissioner  of  Mississippi, 

Before  the  Covention  of  Virginia,  in  the  city  of  Richmond, 
February  18,  1861. 

Gentlemen  of  t7i$  Convention: — Honored  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Mississippi  with  her  commission  to  invite  your  co- 
operation in  the  measures  she  has  been  compelled  to  adopt 
for  the  vindication  of  her  rights  and  her  honor  in  the  pre- 
sent perilous  crisis  of  the  country,  I  desire  to  express  to 
you,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  her  people,  the  sentiments 
of  esteem  and  admiration  which  they  in  common  with  the 
whole  Southorn  people  entertain  for  the  character  and  fame 
of  this  ancient  and  renowned  Commonwealth. 

Born  under  the  same  confederated  government  with  your- 
selves, and  participating  in  the  common  inheritance  of  Con- 
stitutional liberty  in  the  achievement  of  which  your  ances- 
tors played  so  distinguished  a  part,  we  take  as  much  of 
pride  and  pleasure  as  you,  her  native  sous,  in  the  great 
achievements  and  still  greater  sacrifices  which  you  have 
made  in  the  cause  of  the  common  government,  which  has  in 
the  past  united  them  to  you  ;  and  nothing  which  concerns 
your  honor  and  dignity  in  the  future  can  fail  to  enlist  our 
deepest  sympathies.  In  recurring  to  our  past  history  we 
recognize  the  State  of  Virginia  in  the  first  great  struggle 
for  independence ;  foremost  not  only  in  the  vindication  of 
her  own  rights,  but  in  the  assertion  and  defense  of  the  en- 
dangered liberties  of  her  sister  colonies  :  and  by  the  elo- 
quence of  her  orators  and  statesmen,  as  well  as  by  the  cour- 
age of  her  people,  arousing  the  whole  American  people  in 
resistance  to  British  aggression.  And  when  the  common 
cause  had  been  crowned  with  victory  under  her  great  war- 
rior-statesman, we  recognize  her  also  as  the  leader  in  that 
great  work  by  which  the  emancipated  colonies  were  united 
under  a  written  Constitution,  which  for  the  greater  part  of 
a  century  has  been  the  source  of  unexampled  progress  in  all 
that  constitutes  the  greatness  and  the  happiness  of  nations  ; 
nor  do  we  forget  that  that  progress  has  been  due  in  a  pre- 
eminent degree  to  the  munificent  generosity  of  Virginia,  in 
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donating  as  a  free  gift  to  her  country,  that  vast  territory 
north-west  of  the  Ohio  river,  which  her  arms  alone  had 
conquered,  and  which  now  constitutes  the  seat  of  empire, 
and,  alas,  too,  the  seat  of  that  irresistible  power,  which  now 
erects  its  haughty  crest  in  defiance  and  hostility,  and  threat- 
ens the  destruction  of  the  honor  and  the  prosperity  of  this 
great  State. 

I  desire  also  to  say  to  you,  gentlemen,  that  in  being  com- 
pelled to  sever  our  connexion  with  the  government  which 
has  hitherto  united  us,  the  hope  winch  lies  nearest  to  our 
hearts  is  that,  at  no  distant  day,  wewnay  be  again  joined 
with  you  in  another  Union,  which  shall  spring  into  life  under 
more  favorable  omens  and  with  happier  auspices  than  ac- 
companied that  which  has  passed  away  ;  and  if,  in  the  un- 
certain future  which  lies  before  us,  that  hope  shall  be  des- 
tined to  disappointment,  it  will  be  the  source  of  enduring 
sorrow  and  regret  to  us  that  we  can  no  more  hail  the  glori- 
ous soil  of  Virginia  as  a  part  of  our  common  country,  nor 
her  brave  and  generous  people  as  our  fellow-citizens. 

Fully  participating  in  these  sentiments  myself,  it  is  with 
pride  and  pleasure  that  I  accepted  the  commission  of  my 
State  for  the  purposes  I  have  indicated.  Though,  when  I 
consider  the  gravity  of  the  occasion,  the  high  interests  which 
are  involved,  and  the  influence  which  your  deliberations  are 
to  have  upon  the  destinies  of  present  and  future  generations, 
I  confess  my  regret  that  the  cause  on  which  I  am  come  has 
not  been  entrusted  to  abler  and  worthier  hands. 

In  setting  forth  to  you,  gentlemen,  the  action  of  my  State 
and  the  causes  which  induced  it,  I  shall  be  compelled  to 
speak  in  terms  of  condemnation  of  a  large  portion  of  what 
has  hitherto  been  our  common  country  ;  but  in  doing  so,  I 
wish  to  be  understood  as  excepting  from  whatever  terms  of 
censure  I  may  employ,  that  large  body  of  patriotic  and 
conservative  men  of  the  Northern  section,  who  have,  in  all 
our  struggles,  manfully  defended  the  constitutional  rights  of 
our  section.  For  them,  the  people  of  my  State,  have  no 
cause  of  complaint,  and  whatever  the  future  may  bring  forth, 
we  shall  ever  remember  their  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  Union,  as  we -received  them  from  their  ancestors 
and  ours,  with  admiration  and  gratitude.  Our  grievances 
are  not  from  them,  but  from  the  dominant  faction  of  the 
North  which  has  trampled  them  under  foot  and  now  strikes 
at  us  from  the  elevation  it  has  obtained  upon  the  prostrate 
bodies  of  our  friends. 

I  propose,  gentlemen,  in  discharge  of  my  mission  to  yOfy 


briefly  to  invite  your  attention  to  a  review  of  the  events 
which  have  transpired  in  Mississippi  since  the  fatal  day  when 
that  sectional  Northern  party  triumphed  over  the  Constitu- 
tion and  Union  at  the  recent  election,  and  afterwards  to  the 
causes  which  have  induced  the  action  of  my  State. 

On  the  29th  of  November  last,  the  Legislature  of  Missis- 
sippi, by  an  unanimous  vote,  called  a  convention  of  her 
people,  to  take  into  consideration  ;t)ie  existing  relations 
Detween  the  Federal  Government  and  herself,  and  to  take 
such  measures  for  th£  vindication,  of  her  sovereignty  and 
the  protection  of  her  ^istitutions  as  should  appear  to  be  de- 
manded. At  the  same  time,  a  preamble,  setting  forth  the 
grievances  of  the  Southern  people  on  the  slavery  question, 
and  a  resolution,  declaring  that  the  secession  of  every 
aggrieved  State,  was  the  proper  remedy,  was  adopted  by  a 
vote  almost  amounting  to  unanimity.  The  last  clause  of  the 
preamble  and  resolution,  are  as  follows  : 

"Whereas,  they  (the  people  of  the  non-slaveholding  States) 
have  elected  a  majority  of  electors  for  President  and  Vice- 
President,  on  the  ground  that  there  exists  an  irreconcilable 
conflict  between  the  two  sections  of  the  Confederacy,  in 
reference  to  their  respective  systems  of  labor,  and  in  pursu- 
ance of  their  hostility  to  us,  and  our  institutions,  have  thus 
declared  to  the  civilized  world  that  the  powers  of  the  gov- 
ernment are  to  be  used  for  the  dishonor  and  overthrow  of 
the  Southern  section  of  this  great  Confederacy.  Therefore, 
be  it 

"Resolved,  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
That  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  constitute  said  Legislature, 
the  secession  of  each  aggrieved  State  is  the  proper  remedy 
for  these  injuries." 

On  the  day  fixed  for  the  meeting  of  the  Convention,  that 
body  convened  in  Jackson,  and  on  the  9th  of  January,  1861, 
proceeded  to  the  adoption  of  an  ordinance  of  secession  from 
the  Federal  Union,  by  which  the  State  of  Mississippi  with- 
drew from  the  Federal  Government  the  powers  theretofore 
confided  to  it,  and  assumed  an  independent  position  among 
the  powers  of  the  earth  ;  determined  thenceforth  to  hold  the 
people  of  the  non-slaveholding  section  of  the  late  confedera- 
cy as  she  holds  the  balance  of  mankind  :  enemies  in  war,  and 
in  peace  friends.  But  at  the  same  time,  and  by  the  same 
ordinance,  it  was  provided  "that  the  State  of  Mississippi 
hereby  gives  her  consent  to  form  a  Federal  Union  with  such 
of  the  States  as  may  have  seceded,  or  may  secede,  from  the 
Union  of  the  United  States  of  America,  upon  the  basis  of  the 
praent  Constitution  of  the  United  States." 
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This  action  of  the  Convention  of  Mississippi,  gentlemen  of 
the  Convention,  was  the  inevitable  result  of  the  position 
which  she,  with  other  slaveholding*  States,  had  already  taken, 
in  view  of  the  anticipated  result  of  the  recent  Presidential 
election,  and  must  have  been  foreseen  by  every  intelligent 
observer  of  the  progress  of  events. 

As  early  as  the  10th  of  February,  I860,  her  Legislature 
had,  with  the  general  approbation  of  her  people,  adopted  the 
following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  election  of  a  President  of  the  United 
States  by  the  votes  of  one  section  of  the  Union  only,  on  the 
ground  that  there  exists  an  irrepressible  conflict  between 
the  two  sections  in  reference  to 'their  respective  systems  of 
labor  and  with  an  avowed  purpose  of  hostility  to  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery,  as  it  exists  in  the  Southern  States,  and  as 
recognized  in  the  compact  of  Union,  would  so  threaten  a 
destruction  of  the  ends  for  which  the  Constitution  was  formed 
as  justify  the  slaveholding  States  in  taking  counsel  together 
for  their  separate  protection  and  safety." 

Thus  was  the  ground  taken,  not  only  by  Mississippi,  but 
by  other  slaveholding  States,  in  view  of  the  then  threatened 
purpose,  of  a  party  founded  upon  the  idea  of  unrelenting  and 
eternal  hostility  to  the  institution  of  slavery,  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  Government  and  use  it  to  our  destruction.  It 
cannot,  therefore,  be  pretended  that  the  Northern  people  did 
not  have  ample  warning  of  the  disastrous  and  fatal  conse- 
quences that  would  follow  the  success  of  that  party  in  the 
elcjtion,  and  impartial  history  will  emblazon  it  to  future 
generations,  that  it  was  their  folly,  their  recklessness  and 
their  ambition,  not  ours,  which  shattered  into  pieces  this 
great  confederated  government,  and  destroyed  this  great 
temple  of  constitutional  liberty  which  their  ancestors  and 
ours  erected,  in  the  hope  that  their  descendants  might  to- 
'  gether  worship  beneath  its  roof  as  long  as  time  would  last. 

But,  in  defiance  of  the  warning  thus  given  and  of  the  evi- 
dences accumulated  from  a  thousand  other  sources,  that  the 
Southern  people  would  never  submit  to  the  degradation  im- 
plied in  the  result  of  such  an  election,  that  sectional  party, 
bounded  by  a  geographical  line  which  excluded  it  from  the 
possibility  of  obtaining^  a  single  electoral  vote  in  the  South- 
ern States,  avowing  for  its'  sentiment  implacable  hatred  to 
us,  and  for  its  policy  the  destruction  of  our  institutions, 
appealing  to  Northern  prejudice,  Northern  passions,  North- 
ern ambition  and  Northern  hatred  of  us,  for  success,  and 
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thus  practically  disfranchising  the  whole  body  of  the  South- 
ern people,  proceeded  to  the  nomination  of  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency  who,  though  not  the  most  conspicuous  personage 
in  its  ranks,  was  yet  the  truest  representative  of  its  destruc- 
tive principles. 

The  steps  by  which  it  proposed  to  effect  its  purposes,  the 
ultimate  extinction  of  slavery,  and  the  degradation  of  the 
Southern  people,  are  too  familiar  to  require  more  than  a 
passing  allusion  from  me. 

Under  the  false  pretence  of  restoring  the  government  to 
the  original  principles  of  its  founders,  but  in  defiance  and 
contempt  of  those  principles,  it  avowed  its  purpose  to  take 
possession  of  every  department  of  power,  executive,  legisla- 
tive and  judicial,  to  employ  them  in  hostility  to  our  institu- 
tions. By  a  corrupt  exercise  of  the  power  of  appointment 
to  office,  it  proposed  to  pervert  the  judicial  power  from  its 
true  end  and  purpose,  that  of  defending  and  preserving  the 
Constitution,  to  be  the  willing  instrument  of  its  purposes  of 
wrong  and  oppression.  In  the  meantime  it  proposed  to  dis- 
regard the  decisions  of  that  august  tribunal,  and  by  the  ex- 
ertion of  barefaced  power,  to  exclude  slavery  from  the  pub- 
lic Territory,  the  common  property  of  all  the  States,  and  to 
abolish  the  internal  slave  trade  between  the  States  acknowl- 
edging the  legality  of  that  institution. 

It  proposed  further  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  in  all  places  within  the  Territory  of  the  sev- 
eral States,  subject  imder  the  Constitution  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  Congress,  and  to  refuse  hereafter  under  all  circumstances, 
admission  into  the  Union  of  any  State  with  a  Constitution 
recognizing  the  institution  of  slavery. 

Having  thus  placed  the  institution  of  slavery,  upon  which 
rests  not  only  the  whole  wealth  of  the  Southern  people,  but 
their  very  social  and  political  existence,  under  the  condem- 
nation of  a  government  established  for  the  common  benefit, 
it  proposed  in  the  future,  to  encourage  immigration  into  the 
public  Territory,  by  giving  the  public  land  to  immigrant 
settlers,  so  as,  within  a  brief  time,  to  bring  into  the  Union 
free  States  enough  to  enable  it  to  abolish  slavery  within  the 
States  themselves. 

I  have  but  stated  generally  the  outline  and  the  general 
programme  of  the  party  to  which  I  allude  without  entering 
into  particular  details  or  endeavoring  to  specify  the  various 
forms  of  attack,  which  have  been  devised  and  suggested  by 
the  leaders  of  that  party  upon  our  institutions. 
•    That  this  general  statement  of  its  purposesj  is  a  truthful 
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one,  no  intelligent  observer  of  events  will  for  a  moment  deny  , 
but  the  general  view  and  purpose  of  the  party  has  been 
sufficiently  developed  by  the  President  elect. 

"It  is  my  opinion,"  says  Mr.  Lincoln,  "that  the  slavery 
agitation  "will  not  cease  until  a  crisis  shall  have  been  reached 
and  passed.  A  house  divided  against  itself  cannot  stand.  I 
believe  this  government  cannot  endure  permanently,  half 
slave  and  half  free.  I  do  not  expect  the  house  to  fall,  but  I 
expect  it  to  cease  to  be  divided.  It  will  become  a«U  one 
thing  or  all  another.  Either  the  opponents  of  slavery  will 
arrest  its  further  spread  and  place  it  where  the  public  mind 
shall  rest  in  the  belief  that  it  is  in  the  course  of  ultimate  ex- 
tinction, or  its  advocates  will  push  it  forward  until  it  shall 
become  alike  lawful  in  all  the  States — old  as  well  as  new, 
North  as  well  as  South." 

The  party  thus  organized  on  the  principle  of  hostility  to 
our  fundamental  institutions,  and  upon  the  avowed  policy  of 
their  destruction,  with  a  candidate  thus  representing  that 
principle  and  policy,  has  succeeded  in  the  Presidential  elec- 
tion, by  obtaining  a  large  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  people 
of  the  non-slaveholding  States,  and  on  the  4th  of  March  next, 
would,  unless  prevented,  have  taken  possession  of  the  power 
and  patronage  of  our  common  government  to  wield  them  to 
our  destruction.  In  contemptuous  disregard  of  the  principle 
on  which  that  government  was  founded,  and  received  our 
assent,  to  insure  domestic  tranquility,  promote  the  general 
welfare,  and,  within  the  limit  of  its  constitutional  power,  to 
exercise  a  fostering  and  paternal  care  over  every  interest  of 
every  section,  it  was  to  become  our  foe  and  our  oppressor, 
and  never  to  pause  in  its  career  of  hostility  and  oppression 
until  our  dearest  rights,  as  well  as  our  honor,  were  crushed 
beneath  its  iron  heel. 

We,  the  decendants  of  the  leaders  of  that  illustrious  race 
of  men  who  achieved  our  independence  and  established  our 
institutions,  were  to  become  a  degraded  and  a  subject  class 
under  that  government  which  our  fathers  created  to  secure 
the  equality  of  all  the  States — to  bend  our  necks  to  the  yoke 
which  a  false  fanaticism  had  prepared  for  them,  to  hold  our 
rights  and  our  property  at  the  sufferance  of  our  foes,  and  to 
accept  whatever  they  might  choose  to  leave  as  a  free  gift  at 
the  hands  of  an  irrepressible  power,  and  not  as  the  measure 
of  our  constitutional  rights. 

All  this,  gentlemen,  we  were  expected  to  submit  to,  under 
the  fond  illusion  that  at  some  future  day,  when  our  enemies 
bad  us  in  their  power,  they  would  relent  in  their  hostility  ; 


that  fanaticigm  would  pause  in  its  career  without  hating  ac» 
complished  its  purpose  ;  that  the  spirit  of  oppression  would 
be  exercised,  and,  in  the  hour  of  its  triumph,  would  drop  its 
weapons  from  its  hands^  and  cease  to  wound  its  victim.  We 
were  expected,  in  the  language  of  your  own  inspired  orator, 
to  "indulge  in  the  fond  illusions  of  hope  ;  to  shut  our  eyes 
to  the  painful  truth,  and  listen  to  the  song  of  that  syren  until 
it  transformed  us  into  beasts." 

But  we  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  are  no  longer  under  that 
illusion.  Hope  has  died  in  our  hearts.  It  received  its 
death-blow  at  the  fatal  ballot-box  in  November  last,  and  the 
song  of  the  syren  no  longer  sounds  in  our  ears.  We  have 
thought  long  and  maturely  upon  this  subject,  and  we  have 
made  up  our  minds  as  to  the  course  we  should  adopt.  We 
ask  no  compromise  and  we  want  none.  We  know  that  we 
should  not  get  it  if  we  were  base  enough  to  desire  it,  and  we 
have  made  the  irrevocable  resolve  to  take  our  interests  into 
our  own  keeping. 

I  have  already  said  that  twelve  months  since  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  in  connexion  with  other  slaveholding  States,  had 
taken  a  position,  in  anticipation  of  the  result  of  the  recent 
Presidential  election,  from  which  they  could  not  recede  if 
they  were  base  enough  to  desire  it.  I  shall  be  pardoned  by 
you,  I  trust,  for  adding  that  an  event,  of  then  recent  occur- 
rence, which  deeply  concerned  the  honor  and  the  dignity  of 
Virginia,  exercised  a  controlling  influence  in  consolidating 
the  Southern  mind  on  this  subject.  When  the  exasperation 
was  at  the  highest,  which  had  been  caused  by  the  long  and 
weary  struggle  which  the  Southern  people  had  been  com- 
pelled to  make  in  defence  of  their  institutions,  the  daring 
outrage  on  your  soil,  to  which  I  allude,  was  perpetrated. 
•  This  State,  relying  on  the  faith  of  constitutional  obliga- 
tions and  of  those  friendly  relations  which  they  were  created 
to  uphold  and  maintain,  unconscious  herself  of  any  senti- 
ment less  noble  than  that  of  unwavering  loyalty  to  her 
constitutional  obligations,  and,  therefore,  wholly  unsuspicious 
of  any  treasonable  design  against  her  own  peace  and  wel- 
fare, was,  in  a  moment  of  fancied  repose,  in  a  time  of  pro- 
found peace,  to  her  own  amazement  and  that  of  the  whole 
Southern  people,  made  the  scene  of  a  foray  by  a  band  of 
conspirators  and  traitors  from  the  Northern  States,  whose 
purpose  was  to  light  up  the  fires  of  a  servile  insurrection, 
and  to  give  your  dwellings  to  the  torch  of  the  incendiary 
and  your  wives  and  children  to  the  knives  of  assassins.  The 
disgraceful  attempt,  it  is  true,  ended  in  ignominious  failure. 
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True  that  your  slaves  proved  loyal,  and  by  a  prompt  ex- 
ecution of  your  laws  you  vindicated  your  dignity  and  exac- 
ted from  the  wretched  criminals  the  just  forfeiture  of  their 
lives.  But  the  event  had,  nevertheless,  a  terrible  significance 
in  the  minds  of  the  Southern  people.  It  was  justly  consid- 
ered as  the  necessary  and  logical  result  of  the  principles, 
boldly  and  recklessly  avowed  by  the  sectional  party  which 
was  then  grasping  at  the  reins  of  government  and  which  is 
now  about  to  be  inaugurated  into  power. 

Let  it  not  be  supposed  that  I  refer  to  this  disgraceful 
event  with  a  desire  to  stir  up  a  spirit  of  hostility  or  revenge, 
or  to  re-awaken  those  sentiments  of  just  indignation  which 
the  fact  is  so  well  calculated  to  excite.  I  refer  to  it  as  a 
necessary  and  legitimate  result  of  the  irrepressible  conflict 
which  has  been  proclaimed,  of  which  the  President  elect 
gave  a  true  exposition  when  he  said  "There  is  a  judgment 
and  a  conscience  at  the  North  against  slavery,  which  must 
find  an  outlet  either  through  the  peaceful  channel  of  the 
ballot-box  or  in  the  multiplication  of  John  Brown  raids."  I 
refer  to  it  as  a.  warning  to  the  people  of  the  Southern  States, 
and  to  you  the  people  of  Virginia,  of  what  they  and  you 
are  to  expect  in  the  future  when  that  party,  whose  principles 
thus  give  encouragement,  aid  and  comfort  to  felons  and 
traitors,  shall  have  firmly  established  its  dominion  over  you. 

These  are  some  of  the  causes,  gentlemen,  which  have  at 
last  convinced  the  people  of  Mississippi  that  the  hour  has 
arrived  when  if  the  South  would  maintain  her  honor,  she 
must  take  her  own  destiny  into  her  own  hands ;  but  let  it 
not  be  supposed  that  they  have  not  always  felt  a  strong 
attachment  to  the;Union  of  the  Constitution,  provided,  that 
instrument  could  be  administered  in  the  spirit  in  which  it 
was  created.  That  form  of  Government,  on  the  eontrary, 
is  dear  to  their  hearts,  and  its  necessity  to  them  and  their 
posterity  has  received  the  sanction  of  their  judgment.  Lov- 
ing it  not  wisely,  but  too  well,  they  have  clung  to  it  long 
after  its  obligations  were  abandoned  by  those  who  were  the 
chief  recipients  of  its  benefits,  under  the  fond  illusion  that  a 
returning  sense  of  justice  and  a  restoration  of  fraternal 
relations  formerly  existing,  would  secure  to  them  their  rights. 
They  long  and  vainly  hoped  that  the  time  would  again 
return,  when  each  and  every  section  of  the  Confederacy 
would  recognize  the  rights  and  interests  of  all,  and  that  we 
might  in  harmony  with  each  other  have  continued  to  rejoice 
over  what  had  been  achieved  of  glory  and  prosperity  in  the 
past,  and  to  look  forward  with  united  hope  to  bright  the 
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and  glorious  prospect  which  an  observance  of  the  principles 
of  the  Constitution  promised  in  the  future. 

Alas,  how  has  that  hope  been  disappointed  ;  how  has  that 
illusion  been  dispelled ! 

Could  we  think  that  the  crisis  which  is  now  upon  us  was 
but  a  temporary  ebulition  of  temper  in  one  section  of  the 
country,  which  would  in  a  brief  time  subside,  we  might  even 
yet  believe  that  all  was  not  lost,  and  that  we  might' yet  rest 
securely  under  the  shadow  of  the  Constitution.  But  the 
stern  truth  of  history,  if  we  accept  its  teachings,  forbids  us 
such  reflections.  It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  sentiment 
of  hatred  to  our  institutions  in  the  Northern  section  of  the 
Confederacy  is  the  slow  and  mature  growth  of  many  years 
of  false  teaching,  and  that  as  we  have  receded  further  and 
further  from  the  earlier  and  purer  days  of  the  Republic,  and 
from  the  memory  of  associated  toils  and  perils  in  the  com- 
mon cause  which  once  united  us,  that  sentiment  of  hatred 
has  been  fanned  from  a  small  spark  into  a  mighty  conflagra- 
tion, whose  unextinguishable  and  devouring  flames  are  re- 
ducing our  empire  into  ashes. 

Ere  yet  that  generation  which  achieved  our  liberty  had 
passed  entirely  from  the  scene  of  action,  it  manifested  itself 
in  the  Missouri  controversy.  Then  were  heard  the  first 
sounds  of  that  fatal  strife  which  has  raged,  with  occasional 
intermissions,  down  to  this  hour.  And  so  ominous  was  it  of 
future  disaster,  even  in  its  origin,  that  it  filled  even  the 
sedate  soul  of  Mr.  Jefferson  with  alarny  he  did  not  hesitate 
to  pronounce  it,  even  then,  as  the  deatlnknell  of  the  Union, 
and  in  mournful  and  memorable  words  to  congratulate  him- 
self that  he  should  not  survive  to  witness  the  calamities  he 
predicted.     Said  he : 

"  This  momentous  question,  like  a  fire-bell  in  the  night, 
awakened  and  filled  me  with  terror.  I  considered  it  at  once 
as  the  knell  of  the  Union.  It  is  hushed,  indeed,  for  the 
present,  but  that  is  only  a  reprieve,  not  a  final  sentence.  A 
geographical  line,  coinciding  with  a  marked  principle,  moral 
and  political,  once  concurred  in  and  held  up  to  the  passions 
of  men,  will  never  be  obliterated,  and  every  new  irritation 
will  mark  it  deeper,  until  it  will  kindle  such  mutual  and 
mortal  hatred  as  to  render  separation  preferable  to  eternal 
diecord. 

I  regret  that  I  am  now  to  die  in  the  belief  that  the  use- 
less sacrifice  of  themselves  by  the  generation  of  1776,  to 
acquire  self-government  and  happiness  for  their  country,  is 
to  be  thrown  away  by  the  unwise  and  unworthy  passions  of 
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their  sons,  and  that  my  only  consolation  is  to  be  that  I  live 
not  to  weep  over  it," 

But,  so  far  were  the'northern  people  from  being  warned 
by  these  -sad  prophetic  words,  that  at  each  renewal  of  the 
struggle  the  sentiment  of  hostility  has  acquired  additional 
strength  and  intensity.  The  passions  enlisted  in  it  have 
become  more  bitter,  the  disregard  of  constitutional  obliga- 
tions more  marked,  and  the  purpose  to  destroy  our  institu- 
tions more  fixed  and  definite. 

An  infidel  fanaticism,  crying  out  for  a  higher  law  than 
that  of  the  Constitution  and  a  holier  Bible  than  that  of  the 
Christian,  has  been  enlisted  in  the  strife,  and  in  every  form 
in  which  the  opinions  of  a  people  can  be  fixed  and  their 
sentiments  perverted,  in  the  school  room,  the  pulpit,  on  the 
rostrum,  in  the  lecture-room  and  in  the  halls  of  legislation, 
hatred  and  contempt  of  us  and  our  institutions,  and  of  the 
Constitution  which  protects  them,  have  been  inculcated  upon 
the  present  generation  of  Northern  people.  Above  all,  they 
have  been  taught  to  believe  that  we  are  a  race  inferior  to 
them  in  morality  and  civilization,  and  that  they  are  engaged 
in  a  holy  crusade  for  our  benefit  in  seeking  the  destruction 
of  that  institution  which  they  consider  the  chief  impediment 
to  our  advance,  but  which  we,  relying  on  sacred  and  profane 
history  for  our  belief  in  its  morality,  believe  lies  at  the  very 
foundation  of  our  social  and  political  fabric  and  constitutes 
their  surest  support. 

This,  gentlemen,  is  indeed  an  irrepressible  conflict  which 
we  cannot  shrink  from  if  we  would  ;  and  though  the  Presi- 
dent elect  may  congratulate  himself  that  the  crisis  is  at  hand 
which  he  predicted,  we,  if  we  are  true  to  ourselves,  will 
make  it  fruitful  of  good  by  ending  forever  the  fatal  struggle 
and  placing  our  institutions  beyond  the  reach  of  further 
hostility. 

I  know  not  what  may  be  your  views  of  the  subject,  nor 
what  your  purpose  in  this  crisis:  but  I  have  already  told 
you  what  the  people  of  Mississippi  have  resolved  on,  and  to 
that  determination,  3-ou  may  rely  upon  it,  they  will  adhere 
through  every-extremity  of  prosperous  or  adverse  fortune. 
They,  like  you,  are  the  descendants  of  a  revolutionary  race, 
which  for  far  less  cause  raised  the  banner  of  resistance 
against  a  far  mightier  power,  and  never  lowered  it  until 
that  victory  which  the  god  of  battle  gives  to  brave  men  in 
a  just  cause,  had  crowned  their  efforts  and  established  their 
independence ;  and  they  have,  like  them,  decided  that  the 
time  has  arrived  to  trust  for  the  safety  of  their  honor  and 
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rights  only  to  their  own  strong  arms  and  stout  hearts  rather 
than  submit  to  placing  those  priceless  blessings  in  the  keep- 
ing of  their  inveterate  foes. 

I  shall  enter  into  no  discussion  of  the  right  of  secession, 
whether  it  be  peaceful  and  constitutional  or  violent  and  revo- 
lutionary. If  decided  at  all  that  question  must,  in  the  nature 
of  things,  be  decided  first  by  those  who  would  force  us  back 
into  a  Union  with  them,  which  we  have  repudiated,  and 
when*  they  shall  have  made  up  their  minds  on  that  subject,  it 
will  remain  for  us  to  join  the  issue  and  accept  the  conse- 
quences, be  they  peaceful  or  bloody.  We  shall  do  all  in  our 
power  to  avoid  a  hostile  collision  with  those  who  were  once 
our  brothers,  though  now  divided  from  us  by  an  impassable 
gulf;  we  wish  them  no  harm  and  could  our  prayers  avail 
them  we  would  freely  offer  them,  that  in  their  future  destiny 
they  may  have  that  prosperity,  liberty  and  peace  which  we 
intend  to  seek  for  ourselves  under  a  new  organization.  All 
good  men  too  will  pray  that  that  Providence  which  presides 
over  the  destinies  of  nations  and  shapes  their  ends,  rough- 
hew  them  as  they  will,  will  so  ordain  that  the  friends  of 
liberty  throughout  the  world  may  not  have  cause  to  mourn 
over  the  folly  and  madness  and  wickedness  of  an  effort  by 
arms  on  this  continent,  to  subject  a  whole  people,  united  in 
the  vindication  of  their  rights,  and  resolvedjto  die  in  their 
defense. 

But  if  it  must  be  so,  and  we  are  compelled  to  take  up 
arms,  we  trust  we  shall  know  how  to  bear  ourselves  as  free- 
men engaged  in  a  struggle  for  their  dearest  rights.  We 
have  learned  the  lesson  how  to  do  so  from  the  history  of 
your  own  noble  Commonwealth,  and  we  shall  attempt,  at 
least,  to  profit  by  the  glorious  example. 

The  conviction  of  the  justice  of  their  cause  will  be  a 
tower  of  strength  in  the  hour  of  battle,  and  inspire  the 
hearts  of  the  Southern  people  like  the  sounds  of  that  divine 
music,  which  in  the  words  of  the  great  poet, 

"Cheered  the  hearts  of  heroes  old, 
Arming  to  battle  ;  and  instead  of  rage 
Deliberate  valor  breathed  firm  and  unmoved 
By  dread  of  death  to  fight  or  foul  retreat." 

And  when  that  hour  comes,  we  know,  too,  where  Virginia, 
will  stand.  Her  banner  will  float  proudly  "  over  the 
perilous  edge  of  battle"  wherever  it  rages,  and  the  blood  of 
her  sons  will  enrich  every  field  where  Southern  men  strike 
for  their  rights  and  their  honors. 
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Sating  thus  stated  the  action  of  my  State,  and  the  causes 
which  induced  it,  I  should  probably  best  consult  the  propri- 
eties of  the  occasion,  by  adding  nothing  to  what  I  have 
said.  I  trust,  however,  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  offering  one 
or  two  suggestions  for  your  consideration.  The  fundamental 
idea  which  has  influenced  the  action  of  the  seceding  States, 
is  the  demonstrated  necessity  that,  the  Southern  people 
should  take  their  interest  and  their  honor  into  their  own 
keeping,  and  thus  rescue  them  from  the  power  of  an  avowedly 
hostile  government.  It  is  not  that  they  are  opposed  to  a 
union  of  the  Confederated  States.  Such  a  form  of  govern- 
ment is  not  only  dear  to  their  hearts,  but  its  value  and 
necessity  to  them,  and  their  posterity  receives  the  recog- 
nition and  approval  of  their  judgment.  It  is  no  fault  of 
theirs  that  the  Union,  as  it  recently  existed,  has  ceased  to  be 
practicable  or  desirable.  The  Southern  people  may  well 
recur  with  pride  to  the  history  of  their  connexion  with  that 
government.  Well  may  they  ask  when  have  they,  as  States 
or  individuals,  proved  faithless  to  the  obligations  it  imposed? 
In  what  point  have  they  fallen  short  of  the  full  measure  of 
duty  and  comity  to  their  sister  States?  What  indulgence 
have  they  not  shown  to  the  insulting  prejudices  and  unrea- 
soning fanaticism  of  the  other  section  ?  What  sacrifices  of 
blood  and  treasure  have  they  not  made  in  the  common  cause, 
and  what  efforts  to  bring  back  the  harmony  which  in  the 
language  of  one  of  her  most  eloquent  sons,  reigned  in  those 
days  when  Massachusetts  summoned  Washington  to  lead  the 
armies  of  New  England,  and  when  Virginia  and  Carolina 
sent  supplies  of  corn  and  rice  to  their  famishing  brethren  in 
Boston? 

But  such  a  form  of  government  being  demonstrated  to  be 
impracticable  with  the  Northern  people,  all  that  is  left  us 
is  the  creation  of  a  great  and  powerful  Southern  Union, 
composed  of  States  inhabited  by  homogenous  populations, 
and  having  a  common  interest,  common  sympathies,  common 
hopes,  and  a  common  destiny. 

This  is  the  inevitable  destiny  of  the  Southern  people,  and 
this  destiny  Virginia  holds  in  her  hands.  By  uniting  herself 
to  her  sisters  of  the  South  who  are  already  in  the  field,  she 
will  make  that  a  peaceful  revolution  whieh  may  otherwise 
be  violent  and  bloody.  At  the  sound  of  her  trumpet  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Southern  States,  "  grim  visaged  war  will  smooth 
his  wrinkled  front,"  peace  and  prosperity  will  again  smile 
upon  the  country,  and  we  shall  hear  no  more  threats  of 
coercion  against  sovereign  States  asserting  their  indepen- 
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dence.  The  Southern  people,  under  your  lead,  wilt  again  be 
united,  and  liberty,  prosperity  and  power,  in  happy  union, 
will  take  up  their  abode  in  the  great  Southern  Republic,  to 
which  we  may  safely  entrust  our  destinies;  These  are  the 
noble  gifts  which  Virginia  can  again  confer  on  the  country, 
by  prompt  and  decided  action  at  the  present. 

In  conclusion  gentlemen,  let  me  renew  to  you  the  invita- 
tion of  my  State  and  people,  to  unite  and  co-operate  with 
your  Southern  sisters  who  are  already  in  the  field,  in  defense 
of  their  rights.  We  invite  you  to  come  out  from  the  house 
of  our  enemies,  and  take  a  proud  position  in  that  of  your 
friends  and  kindred.  Come  and  be  received  as  an  older 
brother  whose  counsels  will  guide  our  action  and  whose 
leadership  we  will  willingly  follow.  Come  and  give  us  the 
aid  of  your  advice  in  counsel  and  your  arm  in  battle,  and  be 
assured  that  when  you  do  come,  as  we  know  you  will  do  at 
no  distant  day,  the  signal  of  your  move  will  send  a  thrill  of 
joy  vibrating  through  every  Southern  heart,  from  the  Rio 
Grande  to  the  Atlantic,  and  a  shout  of  joyous  congratula- 
tion will  go  up  which  will  shake  the  continent  from  its 
centre  to  its  circumference. 


[DOCUMENT  E.] 
Jackson  Mississippi,  January  12th,  1861. 
To  His  Excellency,  JOHN  J.  PETTUS, 

GOVERNOR  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 

Dear  Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  acting 
unde£  the  commission,  which  you  conferred  upon  me  as 
Commissioner  from  the  State  of  Mississippi  to  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  under  a  resolution  adopted  at  the  Extraor- 
dinary session  of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi  of  1860. 

I  proceeded  to  the  Capitol  of  South  Carolina,  where  I 
arrived  on  the  15th  day  of  December,  A.  D.,  1860,  and  im- 
mediately laid  before  His  Excellency,  "William  Gist,  Gover- 
nor of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  my  credentials  as  suck 
Commissioner,  together  with  the  act  passed  at  the  Extraor- 
dinary eessjon  convoking  M  sovereignty  pf  Mississippi,  an4 
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the  resolutions  on  Federal  Relations,  and  the  resolutions 
authorizing  the  Executive  of  Mississippi  to  appoint  Com- 
missioners for  the  State  of  Mississippi  to  the  slaveholding 
States. 

Governor  Gist  reported  my  arrival  to  the  Legislature  of 
South  Carolina,  then  in  session,  and  a  committee  of  the  two 
houses  was  appointed  to  wait  upon  me,  and  signify  to  me 
that  the  Legislature  was  prepared  to  receive  any  communi- 
cation I  might  desire  to  make  to  them,  and  to  extend  to 
me  as  such  Commissioner,  the  hospitalities  of  the  State.  I 
replied  to  the  committee,  returning  my  thanks  for  the  cour- 
tesies and  civilities  extended  through  me  to  the  State  I  had 
the  honor  to  represent;  and  said  to  them  that  as  I  was  ac- 
credited by  the  terms  of  my  commission  "to  the  authorities 
of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and  as  the  highest  author- 
ity of  the  State  was  to  assemble  in  Convention  on  the  fol- 
lowing Monday,  I  would  make  my  communications  to  the 
Convention.  The  Sovereign  Convection  of  South  Carolina 
met  on  Monday,  the  17th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1860, 
and  was  organized,  by  the  election  of  Gen.  Jamison  as  per- 
manent President,  and  Mr.  Arthur  as  Clerk.  My  creden- 
tials, having  been  transferred  by  His  Excellency,  Governor 
Pickens,  the  recently  elected  governor  of  South  Carolina, 
to  the  President  of  the  Convention.  A  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  wait  upon  the  Hon.  Mr.  Elmore,  the  Commis- 
sioner from  Alabama,  and  myself  as  Commissioner  of  Mis- 
sissippi to  South  Carolina,  and  signify  to  us  that  the 
Convention  was  prepared  to  receive  any  communication  we 
might  have  to  make  to  the  authorities  of  South  Carolina, 
for  the  respective  States  we  represented. 

I  endeavored  to  express  in  plain  and  simple  terms  the 
attitude  of  the  people  of  Mississippi,  and  have  the  honor 
to  submit  herewith  my  remarks  to  the  Convention  of  South 
Carolina,  made  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  Commission 
which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  confer  upon  me. 

In  consequence  of  a  prevailing  epidemic  at  the  Capital 
of  the  State,  the  Convention  and  Legislature  adjourned  the 
respective  bodies  to  Charleston.  Having  been  invited  to 
attend  the  deliberations  of  the  Convention,  at  the  point  to 
which  the  Convention  had  adjourned  its  sittings,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  Charleston,  where  on^he  20th  of  December,  A. 
D.  1860,  the  Ordinance  of  Secession  was  reported  by  Chan- 
cellor Inglish,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  seven,  ap- 
pointed to  draft  the  ordinance,  and  in  an  assembly  composed 
of  one  hundred  and  seventy  members,  embracing  the  high- 
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est  talent  of  the  State,  upon  the  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays 
there  was  not  a  single  absentee,  nor  a  single  no,  and  the 
unanimity  which  so  happily  characterized  the  proceedings 
of  the  Convention,  was  but  a  reflex  of  the  unanimity  which 
exists  among  the  people  of  South  Carolina. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir, 
Yery  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
CHARLES  EDWARD  HOOKER. 


ADDRESS. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Convention  of  South  Carolina : — I  have 
been  profoundly  gratified  at  the  cordial  welcome  and  the 
kindly  hospitality  which  has  met  me  in  the  home  of  my  na- 
tivity, and  I  have  been  more  profoundly  gratified  when  I 
reflected  that  it  has  been  visited  upon  me  not  so  much  as  a 
matter  of  personal  compliment,  but  an  indication  of  that 
homogeneous  disposition  of  the  people,  to  the  strong  ties  of 
affinity  which  bind  men  of  Mississippi  to  men  of  Carolina. 

Coming  to  you  as  the  representative  of  a  sister  sovereign 
State,  at  this  most  important  and  critical  period  of  our  his- 
tory, I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  speak  the  sentiment  of  the 
people  whom  I  represent.  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  possess  this 
body  with  the  exact  condition  of  things  which  exist  in  Mis- 
sissippi at  this  important  crisis  of  our  history. 

I  am  deputed  to  speak  the  sentiments  of  the  State  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  by  virtue  of  a  resolution 
which  passed  both  branches  of  our  Legislature  without  a 
single  dissenting  voice,  and  also  to  announce  that  the  bill 
convoking  the  sovereign  people  of  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
in  Convention,  was  passed  by  both  branches  of  our  Legisla- 
ture without  a  single  dissenting  voice.  Coming,  therefore, 
thus  authorized  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  and  speak- 
ing the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  Mississippi,  I  fell  au- 
thorized to  declare  it  gives  me  profound  gratification  to  be 
able  to  say  that,  coming  back  to  the  home  of  my  nativity,  I 
listened  to-day  with  a  proud  pleasure  to  the  words  of  wis- 
dom and  patriotism  that  fell  from  the  lips  of  the  Governor 
elect,  and  I  am  confident  that  there  was  not  one  sentiment 
in  his  memorable  address  to  the  Legislature  which  would 
not  have  received  the  sound,  hearty  plaudits  in  Mississippi, 
that  it  met  from  the  men  of  Carolina,  and  I  felt  that  I 
would  have  been  untrue  to  my  mother  and  false  to  the  in- 
stincts of  the?  soil  upon  which  I  was  roared,  did  I  not  give 


&  hearty  response  to  every  Sentiment  j  and  know  that  1 
would  be  equally  untrue  to  the  home  01  my  adoption  and 
the  sentiment  that  reigns — that  rules  the  hearts  of  the  peo- 
ple—did I  not  give,  on  her  part,  a  cordial  approbation  to 
every  sentiment  that  fell  from  his  lips. 

I  would  deem  it  somewhat  inappropriate  to  the  occasion 
to  go  into  a  general  discussion  of  the  political  ethics  of  the 
country — inappropriate,  alone,  however,  because  1  came 
simply  to  speak  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  Mississippi, 
and  convey  to  you  what  was  the  authoritative  action  in  our 
Legislature  ;  this  done  my  mission  will  have  ended. 

But  there  is  a  question  presented  by  your  very  convoca- 
tion here,  and  one  which,  perhaps,  has  not  been  understood 
in  most  of  the  Southern  and  Southwestern  States  of  the 
confederacy  to  the  extent  and  depth  in  which  you  under- 
stand it  in  South  Carolina.  I  mean  the  question  of  how 
the  features  of  the  federal  government,  or  the  ties  of  its 
existence,  are  to  be  changed.  There  is,  however,  a  great 
principle  underlying  all  constitutions  and  governments — the 
great  principle  which  is  enumerated  in  the  very  second  arti- 
cle of  the  bill  of  rights  attached  to  the  Constitution  of  Mis- 
sissippi and  most  of  the  States  of  the  confederacy — to  claim 
that  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter,  to  change,  to 
amend,  aye,  to  abolish  the  form  of  government  whenever  to 
them  it  shall  seem  proper.  That  is  the  great  principle 
which  underlies  not  only  your  federal  constitution,  but  which 
lies  at  the  basis  of  all  your  State  constitutions — the  right 
of  the  people,  the  power  of  the  people,  aye,  and  the  duty  of 
the  people,  to  resume  the  powers  of  government  with  which 
they  have  entrusted  their  agents  whenever  those  agents  have 
proven  and  manifested  themselves  to  be  unfaithful  in  the 
discharge  of  the  trust.  It  is  a  great  principle  which  under- 
lies alike  the  powers  granted  to  the  federal  government  and 
the  powers  granted  by  the  people  to  State  governments,  and 
when  it  shall  fail  to  be  recognized,  when  it  shall  fail  to  be 
admitted,  then  the  existence  of  the  government  is  a  mere 
question  of  its  power  to  perpetuate  itself.  And,  in  reference 
to  the  federal  government,  while  it  exists  somewhat  under 
different  forms  from  State  governments,  it  is  still  dependent 
upon  this  great  general  principle,  which  we  of  Mississippi 
have  always  contended  to  belong  alike  to  the  federal  and 
state  governments.  Do  we  seem  to  be  almost  oblivious  to 
the  fact,  of  this  great  question  of  the  right  of  the  sovereign 
states  of  the  confederacy,  each  acting  for  herself  and  by 
herself,  and  bound  only  by  her  own  act — do  we  seem 
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almost  to  have  been  forgetful  of  the  origin  of  tile  gov- 
eminent  itself?  This  great  right  of  the  sovereign  parties 
to  the  compact,  whenever  the  federal  government  has  depar- 
ted from  the  orbit  in  which  the  constitution  bids  it  move,  in 
the  language  of  jour  great  statesman,  is  not  a  simple 
right,  but  it  is  the  duty  of  the  sovereign  creators  to  speak 
in  the  language  of  master,  and  bid  it  return  again  to  the 
orbit  in  which  the  constitution  has  directed  it  to  move. 

It  is  the  great  principle  which  underlies  the  federative 
government,  as  well  as  the  great  principle  which  underlies 
the  state  constitutions.  As  under  the  state  constitutions  the 
power  of  the  people  at  all  times  exists  to  resume  the  author- 
ity entrusted  to  its  agents,  and  to  resume  its  government  of 
the  Convention  in  the  mode  and  manner  in  which  they  in- 
vested them  with  it — so  the  right,  the  power  and  the  duty  ex- 
ists on  the  part  of  the  states  to  resume  the  authority  they, 
have  granted  to  the  federal  government,  whenever  that  fed- 
eral government  shall  seek  to  pervert  it.  The  two  great 
principles  are  alike  in  their  application  ;  and  what  I  had 
occasion  to  say  at  home  I  will  repeat  here,  that  if  the  pen  of 
the  historian  shall  ever  record  their  downfall,  not  merely  in 
the  government,  not  merely  in  the  Union,  but  their  downfall 
in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  that  act  recorded  by  him  will 
be  as  much  owing  to  the  truculency  of  the  minority  in  the 
government  as  to  the  aggressive  acts  of  the  majority. 

We  have  been  taught  to  think  and  believe  in  Mississippi 
that  all  governments  and  especially  your  federal  government 
are  but  agencies  established  by  the  people  to  effect  certain 
great  purposes  and  ends,  and  acting  under  the  strict  letter  of 
the  constitution,  whenever  that  agent  exceeds  its  authority, 
and  assumes  a  power  never  granted,  the  states  must  be 
untrue  to  themselves  if  they  fail  to  speak  to  that  govern- 
ment in  the  language  of  master.  This  is  our  idea  in  Missis- 
sippi of  the  character  of  the  government.  We  have  been 
taught  to  believe,  that  it  originated  precisely  as  your  State 
government  originated — by  the  consent  of  the  people.  Your 
State  government,  having  its  origin  by  the  consent  of  the 
people,  your  federal  government  owes  its  existence  to  the 
consent  of  the  sovereign  States  that  made  it,  and  the  same 
grand  principle  underlies  them  both,  only  in  different  de- 
grees. In  reference  to  a  State  government,  the  consent  of 
the  governed  gives  power  to  the  Governor.  The  Governor 
does  not  become  the  people,  but  their  agent ;  and  so  in  the 
federal  government  this  power  exists  by  the  consent  of  the 
sovereign  States  who  framed  it-    Aye,  in  the  language  of 


the  .noted  Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  "the  States  are  the 
breath  of  its  nostrils,  and  have  the  power  to  put  an  end  to 
it  to-morrow  by  a  bare  refusal  to  elect  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentatives." I  have  thus  stated  these  two  propositions — 
oue  of  which  pertains  to  State  governments,  and  the  other 
to  the  federal  government — in  order  to  show  that  when  we 
adopted  the  existing  constitution — when  the  States  met  in 
solemn  convocation  iu  Philadelphia,  in  1787,  and  framed 
the  constitution,  they  acted  by  States,  they  voted  by  States, 
and  they  voted  clause  by  clause  that  constitution  into  power; 
but  when  that  Convention,  had  met,  acted  and  adjourned, 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  an  idle  piece  of 
parchment,  devoid  of  life  and  vitality.  It  required  the  sov- 
ereign masters  of  that  Convention — the  separate  States — to 
breathe  into  it  its  vitality  and  power  of  existence.  Hence 
it  was  that  the  ninth  article  of  the  Constitution  is  known 
as  the  Ratification  article.  It  required  nine  of  the  eleven 
States  of  the  Union  to  adopt  that  Constitution.  With  all 
the  wisdom  and  patriotism  that  reigned  and  ruled  in  that 
Convention,  when  Washington,  Madison,  the  Rutledges, 
and  all  the  great  men  of  power  in  the  days  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, lived — even  after  they  had  performed  their  duties,  and 
favored  the  existence  of  the  present  constitutional  govern- 
ment, it  was  referred  back  to  the  sovereign  States,  each  to 
act  for  herself  and  to  be  boimd  alone  by  her  own  act. — 
When  it  was  referred  to  the  people  of  South  Carolina  they 
had  a  right,  if  in  their  judgment  they  thought  proper,  so  far 
as  they  were  concerned,  to  have  defeated  its  adoption,  be- 
cause, by  the  article  of  ratification,  that  constitution  was  a 
compact  only  between  the  States  ratifying  the  same.  Thus 
you  see  it  was  in  the  power  of  four  of  the  smallest  States  of 
the  confederacy,  with  a  population  of  something  less  than 
three  hundred  thousand,  absolutely  to  have  defeated  the  ob- 
ject of  the  constitution  itself.  And  then,  too,  by  this  article 
of  ratification,  no  State  that  did  ratify  it  possessed  the  power 
to  ratify  it  for  any  other  State,  but  only  to  ratify  it  as  to 
herself ;  and  hence  it  was  that  Virginia,  New  York,  Rhode 
Island,  and  various  other  States  of  the  confederacy,  in  their 
articles  of  ratification,  declared  that  whenever  the  power  of 
the  government  should  be  perverted  to  the  destruction  of 
the  liberties  of  the  people  of  the  State,  they  had  the  right 
and  authority,  and  the  duty  devolved  upon  them,  to  resume 
these  bonds.  This  being  then  the  character  of  the  govern- 
ment, the  question  arises  whether  or  not  the  exigency  has 
arisen  which  requires  that  the  sovereign  States  of  the  con- 


federacy  who  made  the  federal  government  by  their  sow 
eign  act,  ought  to  resume  to  themselves  the  power,  authority 
and  duty,  with  which  they  have  invested  the  federal  Union; 

And  while  I  refer  to  the  existing  state  of  things  in  speak- 
ing to  you,  I  may  speak  somewhat  in  advisory  terms,  but 
not  intentionally  upon  my  part  ;  and  should  I  do  so,  it  is 
only  because  I  believe,  aye,  I  may  say  I  know,  that  the  in- 
terest and  welfare,  and  destiny  and  fate  of  South  Carolina, 
is  the  interest,  welfare,  destiny  and  fate  of  Mississippi.  The 
question  arises  simply  as  to  whether  or  not  the  exigency  has 
arisen  which  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  sovereign  States  of 
this  confederacy  to  resume  the  powers  with  which  they  en- 
trusted the  federal  government.  I  hope  that  it  is  unneces- 
sary in  speaking  to  Carolina  to  say,  if  she  has  the  right  to 
form  the  government,  she  has  also  the  right  to  change  it, 
and  then  your  government  exists  alone  to  the  extent  and 
capacity  and  power  which  it  possesses  to  make  itself  per- 
petual. In  other  words,  the  authority  with  which  you 
have  invested  the  federal  government  is  not  subject  to  re 
sumption,  and  if  that  federal  government,  whether  acting 
through  its  legislative,  executive  or  judicial  departments, 
possesses  the  power  to  determine  your  existence  in  it,  then 
you  have  no  more  authority  to  reverse  that  government,  or 
annul  it,  than  have  the  serfs  of  Russia  to  change  the  form 
of  government  under  which  they  live.  If  the  authority 
and  right  does  exist  under  the  rights  of  the  States  to  re- 
sume the  powers  witli  which  they  entrusted  the  federal  gov- 
ernment, whether  acting  as  one,  two  or  three  States,  then 
they  have  the  ability  to  resist  the  act  by  all  the  means  in 
their  power. 

We  have  thought,  in  Mississippi,  that  in  all  probability 
the  great  principle  that  all  government  is  based  upon  the 
consent  of  the  people,  would  be  recognized  by  the  federal 
authority  ;  and  that  no  body  of  men,  in  any  State,  would 
be  found  who  would  question  it.  On  that  we  may  be  mis- 
taken. It  is  barely  possible  that  the  federal  government  as 
now  constituted,  or  as  it  will  be  constituted  on  the  4th  of 
March  next,  will  forget  the  great  fact  that  it  is  based  upon 
the  sovereign  States  who  made  it,  that  it  owes  its  origin 
and  daily  existence  to  the  voluntary  act  of  those  States  re- 
maining in  the  Union.  They  may  object,  but  in  the  lan- 
guage of  your  distinguished  Governor  elect  to-day,  "we 
must  remember  that  this  government  was  created  principally 
for  the  conduct  of  our  foreign  relations — principally  to  give 
strength  to  us  abroad,  and  in  order  to  constitute  us  a  power 
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on  the  earth."  Now,  what  has  been  the  history  of  the  fed- 
eral government  for  the  last  three  years  ?  Has  it  been  an 
effort  to  give  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  as  a  people 
homogeneous,  a  like  political  interest,  and  social  welfare 
and  elevated  position  on  the  page  of  history  ?  No,  my  coun- 
trymen ;  it  has  been  a  disgraceful  squabble  on  the  floors  of 
the  national  Legislature  to  make  one  portion  of  this  people 
of  despotic  power  a  controlling  element  in  the  government, 
in  order  to  oppress  the  other  portion.  I  have  been  told  that 
the  history  of  the  Union  was  a  national  history,  arouud 
which,  in  spite  of  the  opposition  to  it,  clung  the  warmest 
affections  of  our  people  ;  and  I  have  begged  leave  to  remind 
the  friends  who  made  the  suggestion  to  me,  that,  in  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence,  our  fathers  saw  fit  to  declare,  not 
that  the  people  of  the  United  States,  but  that  these  colonies 
are  and  ought  to  be  free  and  independent  States.  The  his- 
tory of  the  Revolution  shows  nothing  more  than  that  they 
established  the  great  doctrine  of  mutual  independence. — 
They  never  intended  that  State  lines  should  be  obliterated  ; 
and  when  the  mind  of  New  England,  with  a  great  constitu- 
tional lawyer,  a  man  of  lofty  and  proud  intellect  and  enor- 
mous power,  stood  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
contending  for  this  as  a  government  operating  upon  the  peo- 
ple of  a  State — we  say  it  with  respect — he  stood  there  as  a 
partizan  warrior  advocating  the  interest  of  his  client ;  and 
a  great  statesman  of  the  West,  he  whose  name  indeed  has 
become  national,  and  whose  fame  belongs  to  the  country  at 
large,  when  he  stood  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
claiming  the  authority  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  arguing  the  powers  of  the  government  to  inau- 
gurate and  enforce  it,  he  stood  there  as  a  great  popular  ora- 
tor, but  also  as  a  partizan  lawyer,  defending  the  case  of  his 
client.  But  when  your  own  immortal  statesman,  who  spoke 
not  for  the  glory,  aye  no,  and  not  for  the  generation,  but 
who  spoke  for  all  time  to  come,  who  spoke  ex  cathedra,  be- 
cause he  spoke  the  truth,  the  simple  truth — when  your  own 
great  Calhoun  was  heard,  he  established,  at  least  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people  of  Carolina  and  her  sister  States  the 
great  principle  that  this  was  a  government  based  upon  the 
consent  of  the  people,  and  that  the  federal  government  is 
but  the  agent  of  the  States,  and  could  not  exist  a  day  with- 
out them. 

I  have  thus*  approached  the  view  whLh  we  of  Mississippi 
take  of  this  question,  and  while  it  is  true  in  Mississippi  we 
had  not  the  unanimity  enjoyed  in  South  Carolina,  yet,  since 
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the  election  of  Lincoln,  all  party  lines  in  Mississippi  have 
been  obliterated-and  the  people  stand  as  a  mass,  without  ref- 
erence to  the  distinctions  which  have  hitherto  divided  them. 
Men,  for  instance,  known  as  opposition,  now  stand  side  by 
side  by  the  candidates  for  the  Convention  who  are  known 
to  be  for  Suites  rights.  That  is  owing  in  a  large  measure 
to  the  fact  that  our  population  is  infused  in  a  greater  or  less 
degree  with  men  of  the  old  State  of  South  Carolina.  I  am 
happy  to  announce  that  we  have  no  parties  in  Mississippi. 
And  that  in  the  town  in  which  I  live,  the  Capital  of  the 
State,  when  we  heard  of  your  action,  and  when  the  day  be- 
fore I  left  home  I  attended  a  Convention  in  my  own  county, 
I  announced  to  them  the  fact  that  there  was  entire  unanimi- 
ty throughout  your  State,  a  solid  phalanx  demanding  the 
right  and  the  authority  to  resume  the  powers  entrusted  to 
the  federal  government — when  I  made  that  announcement 
to  the  people  of  the  county  in  which  I  live,  not  one,  not 
two,  not  a  dozen,  But  every  man  in  the  vast  audience  to 
which  I  spoke,  arose  as  one  man  and  proclaimed  that  he 
would  stand  by  South  Carolina,  by  her  vote,  for  weal  or  for 
woe. 

I  have  alluded  somewhat;  incidentally,  but  perhaps  it  is 
my  duty  to  refer  more  particularly,  to  the  action  of  the  Leg- 
islature of  the  State  of  Mississippi.  I  have  the  pleasure  of 
announcing  to  you  that  when  the  Convention  bill  was  pro- 
posed in  the  House  of  Representatives,  it  was  referred  to  a 
special  committee  for  consideration,  reported  to  the  House, 
and  adopted  without  debate,  quietly  and  silently,  and  with 
that  resolute  determination  and  fixed  duty  of  purpose  which 
indicate  that  men  have  passed  the  period  of  discussion  and 
debate.  The  other  branch  of  the  Legislature — the  Senate 
— also  adopted  the  measure  without  a  dissenting  voice. — 
When  it  was  proposed  that  the  Legislature  should  authorize 
the  executive  of  the  State  to  send  Commissioners  to  other 
States,  soliciting  their  co-operation  in  the  position  which 
Mississippi  has  taken,  that  resolution  was  also  passed  with- 
out a  single  dissenting  voice. 

The  resolutions  on  federal  relations,  as  we  admirably 
term  them  in  Mississippi,  were  introduced  not  by  an  old 
States  rights  man,  but  one  regarded  as  with  the  opposition, 
and  without  whom  we  were  not  certain,  even  in  Mississippi, 
of  success.  I  will  not  Weary  you  by  reading  the  long  pre- 
amble to  these  resolutions,  for  it  was  struck  out  and  the 
simple  resolutions  stand  by  themselves.  I  do  not  mean  to 
state  that  every  man  in  the  State  is  pledged  to  it,  because 
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there  are  some  who  have  said,  "we  are  with  you,  we  are 
Minute  Men  with  you,  and  stand  by  you  ready  when  sum- 
moned to  aid  the  Southern  States.  Take  the  advance  move- 
ment and  we  will  be  there  as  readily  as  you  States  rights  or 
secession  men,  but  we  believe  it  will  be  a  war  of  revolution 
instead  of  a  peaceful  resumption  by  a  sovereign  State  of  the 
powers  invested  in  the  general  government.'"'  We  have 
told  them,  "we  have  no  quarrel  with  your  motives  ;  we  will 
not  ask  you  to  assign  a  reason.  We  know  you  to  be  wrong 
in  regard  to  the  reasons  which  animate  you.  but  still  we 
know  that  in  the  final  hour,  in  the  day  of  trial,  you  will 
stand  heart  to  heart,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  hand  to  hand 
with  us."  The  resolutions  were  passed  by  the  Legislature 
by  an  overwhelming  majority,  but  not  with  the  entire  una- 
nimity of  the  Convention  bill,  or  the  resolution  authorizing 
the  Executive  to  appoint  commissioners  to  the  various 
States,  but  still  with  a  majority  so  overwhelming  that, 
although  division  was  called  for,  but  a  few  feeble  voices, 
here  and  there,  dissented  to  it.  I  will  read  the  resolution 
to  which  I  refer  : 

Resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 
That  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  now  constitute  the  State 
Legislature,  the  secession  of  each  aggrieved  State  is  the 
proper  remedy  for  these  injuries. 

This  was  not  an  idle  resolution — it  was  not  one  adopted 
without  calmness  and  forethought,  reflection  and  delibera- 
tion. The  people  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  are  not  in 
a  passion  upon  this  question,  but  have  acted  considerately, 
resolutely  and  in  a  determined  form.  There  is  no  excite- 
ment upon  this  question  amongst  my  people.  The  principle 
of  that  resolution,  declaring  that  the  appropriate  and  pro- 
per remedy  is  the  separate  secession  of  each  aggrieved  State, 
is  the  principle  which  will  be  found  the  ruling  and  the  con- 
trolling element  in  the  Convention  which  will  meet  on  the 
7th  of  January  next.  And  while  there  may  be — while  there 
doubtless  will  be,  some  few  dissenting  voices — for,  as  I  have 
said  heretofore,  we  have  not  the  pleasure  of  having  that 
unanimity  you  have— even  the  opposition  party  of  Mississippi, 
the  frankest  man  of  that  party,  the  man  of  the  most  formida- 
ble intellect  and  most  tremendous  power— a  man  I  know  and 
respect  as  a  citizen,  but  differ  from  in  politics — has  not  hes- 
itated to  declare,  and  in  print  as  well  as  by  .speech,  that  the 
election  of  Mr.  Lincoln  even  he  regarded  as  an  open  decla- 
ration of  var  on  the  part  of  the  Northern  people.  I  present 
this  in  order  to  properly  explain  the  attitude  of  even  the  op- 
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position  men  in  Mississippi.  Even  they  feel  that  the  emer- 
gency or  exigency  has  arisen  which  imperiously  requires  her, 
in  her  sovereign  capacity,  to  resume  the  authority  entrusted 
to  the  federal  government. 

We  have  been  anxious  to  secure  co-operation  in  every 
Southern  slaveholding  State. 

It  was  recommended  by  our  Governor,  in  a  message  sent 
to  our  Legislature,  that  a  bill  be  revived  which  formerly 
stood  on  the  statute  books  of  Mississippi,  interdicting  the 
introduction  of  slaves  from  border  slave  States.  We  felt 
that  it  was  the  true  policy  at  this  time,  in  this  emergency, 
and  under  the  circumstances  in  which  we  are  placed,  to  do 
aught  which  indicated  the  slightest  distrust  of  any  slave 
State  of  the  confederacy  ;  and  therefore,  that  portion  of  the 
message  was  not  favorably  acted  upon  by  the  Legislature. 
We  earnestly  desired  co-operation;  yet  we  have  not  thought 
of  obtaining  it.  Even  the  opposition  party  have  said  that 
while  they  demanded  that  this  co-operation  should  be  invi- 
ted, it  did  not  follow  that  they  should  refuse  to  act. — 
The  argument  advanced  is  simple,  and  is  intended  to  give 
out  that  we  do  not  intend  to  attach  ourselves  to  anybody 
who  are  not  assimilated  to  ourselves.  As  a  simple  act  of 
courtesy  to  the  other  slave  States,  the  Executive  has  appoin- 
ted, or  will  appoint,  delegates  to  all  these  States,  simply  so- 
liciting action,  but  not  to  feel  that  Mississippi  is  bound  by 
any  refusal  to  act.  Acting  upon  a  principle  which  was 
inaugurated  in  Mississippi  years  age,  that,  profound  as  is 
our  respect,  deep  and  abiding  as  is  our  love  for  that  State 
which  has  ever  stood  in  the  first  rank  in  defending  the  lib- 
erties of  the  country,  even  South  Carolina  could  not  control 
Mississippi.  In  other  words,  she  claims  for  herself  the  right 
to  act  upon  this  matter  as  you  claim  for  yourselves  the  right 
to  act.  We  learned  the  lesson  from  you,  gentlemen,  that  it 
is  not  only  the  right,  but  the  solemn  duty  of  each  State, 
now  that  a  Northern  sectional  majority  has,  or  will  have 
control  of  the  government,  to  declare  for  secession.  Why 
longer  continue  in  this  government  ?  May  I  not  say,  in  the 
language  of  an  eloquent  Virginian,  "Why  stand  you  here 
idle  ?"  We  stand  here  to-day  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  with 
all  the  financial  embarrassments  which  surround  us,  the  sole 
and  single  people  who  have,  by  their  social  system,  explained 
the  relation  between  capital  and  labor.  Why,  at  the  North 
and  in  England  there  is  a  constant  warfare.  The  simple 
question,  then,  as  I  said  before,  gentlemen  of  the  Conven? 
tion,  is  as  to  whether  or  not  you  will  resume  the  powers 


with  which  you  hard  invested  the  federal  Government.  W« 
had  hoped,  in  MissiBfcijppij  that  we  would  be  able  to  tak* 
action  with  you  simultaneously.  We  had  hoped  that  w<& 
should  hear  a  voice  coming  from  the  land  of  flowers,  and 
the  prairies  of  Texas,  and  from  the  banks  of  the  great 
Father  of  Waters  where  it  washes  the  shores  of  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi,  and  from  Georgia  and  Alabama,  all  at  the 
same  time  ;  but  circumstances  having  convoked  your  Con- 
vention at  a  period  somewhat  prior  to  that  at  which  the 
Conventions  of  Alabama,  Georgia  and  Mississippi  were  to 
act,  the  question  is  presented  whether  or  not  South  Carolina 
should  declare  her  own  separate  independence.  Upon  this 
subject,  gentlemen,  I  have  modestly  made  my  suggestions  to 
some  gentlemen  of  the  Convention.  At  one  time  I  thought 
it  might  be  politic  and  proper  that  the  States  should  all  act 
together,  but  since  my  arrival  I  doubt  whether  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  question  would  not  have  a  tendency  to  throw  a 
damper  upon  the  South  and  the  Southwest. 

I  believe  that  rise  people  of  South  Carolina  will  snatch 
her  star  from  the  galaxy  in  which  it  has  hitherto  mingled 
and  plant  her  flag  earliest  in  the  breach  of  the  battle,  sus- 
taining revolution  by  the  bold  hearts  and  willing  arms  of 
her  people.  Should  the  government  forget  its  origin ;  forget 
that  it  is  based  upon  the  consent  of  the  sovereign  States, 
and  appeal  to  force ;  the  first  Federal  gun  fired  at  the  bosom 
of  the  mother  will  boom  across  the  contineat  and  bring  back 
to  her  defense  the  willing  hearts  and  ready  arms  of  a  thou- 
sand true  sons — and  side  by  side  along  with  them  will  come 
hundreds  whose  footsteps  never  pressed  your  soil,  but  whose 
hearts  are  deeply  imbued  with  the  great  living  principle  ai 
government  which  owes  its  origin  to  the  soil  of  South 
Carolina. 


[DOCUMENT  F.] 

Jackson,  Mississippi,  January  12th,  1860. 

To  His  Excellency  J.  J.  PETTUS, 

Governor,  &c. 

Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  in 
pursuance  of  my  appointment  as  Commissioner  to  Tennessee, 
I  arrived  at  the  Capitol  of  that  State  on  the  5th  inst.,  and 
proceeded  at  once  to  lay  before  His  Excellency,  Governor 
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Harris,  the  evidences  of,  and  enter  upon  the  duties  assigned 
to  me  in  my  appointment.  The  Legislature  assembled  in 
extraordinary  session  on  the  7th  inst.  On  the  following  day 
Governor  Harris  sent  in  a  special  message,  accompanied  by 
my  crodentials,  and  informing  the  body  that  I  was  ready  to 
communicate  with  them*.  Thereupon  a  resolution  was  passed 
by  the  two  Houses  inviting  me  to  meet  and  address  them  in 
joint  convention.  That  duty  I  performed,  and  herewith 
present  to  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  the  Address  I  delivered 
on  the  occasion.  I  am  gratified  in  being  able  to  state  that 
there  is  a  growing  patriotic  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  stand 
assumed  by  the  seceding  States  in  resistance  to  the  domina- 
tion of  a  sectional  majority  which  is  about  to  assume  the 
reins  of  government  over  the  States  which  may  consent  to 
remain  in  the  Union. 

I  cannot  doubt  that  the  gallant  and  chivalrous  State  oi 
Tennessee  will  consider  that  honor  and  duty  alike  require 
that  she  shall  cast  her  lot  with  the  States  which  have,  and 
will  renounce  allegiance  to  a  Government  no  longer  willing, 
if  indeed  able,  to  afford  that  protection  to  the  interests  and 
institutions  of  the  South  which  of  right  belong  to  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  WHARTON. 


ADDRESS. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  Tennessee: — Returning  to  my 
native  State,  after  many  years  residence  abroad,  I  am  pro- 
foundly grateful  for  the  cordial  reception  extended  to  me  by 
His  Excelleney,  the  Governor,  and  the  assembled  Represen- 
tatives of  the  people. 

I  know,  however,  and  am  proud  to  acknowledge  that  the 
compliment  is  not  intended  for  me  personally,  but  for  the 
State  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  on  this  occasion. 
In  her  name,  and  by  her  authority,  I  come  to  commune  with 
you  in  reference  to  the  fearful  political  crisis  which  has  be- 
fallen our  common  country,  in  the  hope  that  the  co-operation 
of  Tennessee  may  be  secured  in  the  effort  to  preserve  the 
rights,  the  honor  and  independence  of  the  slaveholding 
States  of  this  Confederacy. 
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I  am  charged,  in   the  lavage  of  my  foite^ion^o 
inform  your  honorable  body,  and  the  people  of  the  fetate 
t"ent,  that  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi^  passed 
an  act  calling  a  Convention  of  the  people  ot  the  bto 
consider  the  present  threatening  relations  of  the  Northorn 
and  Southern  sections  of  the  Confederacy,  ^pa^ate^W 
?he  recent  election  of  a  President  upon  principles  of  hostility 
to ie  State  of  the  South,  and  to  express  the  earnest,  hope 
of  MsSSpfii  that  Tennessee  will  co-operate  with  her  m  the 
adofS "of  efficient  measures  for  the  common  defense  and 
3v     f  the  States   thus  threatened.      That   Convention 
assembled  on  the  7th  inst.,  and  is  now  in  session  ^liberating 
upon  the  action  contemplated  by  the  Legislature  m  the  act 

^cCeVat  Resent  certain  resolutions  adopted, 
almosl ^itliout  a  dissenLg  voice,  ^ff*^^^ 
ces  of  which  they  complain,  and  prescribing  the  remedy  loi 
Z  sLe.  EacliVf  tl/e  measures  thus  adopts  has  received 
the  sanction  of  the  people,  m  an  election  held  on  the  20tli 

Ul  A  popular  majority  of  not  less  than  18,000  and  a  majority 
in  the  Convention  of  from  60  to  70,  have  cordially  endorsed 
the  action  of  the  Legislature  in  the  P™ses 

Notwithstanding  the  differences  of  opinion  that  exist 
amongst  us  as  to  the  character  of  the  remedy  proposed,  there 
Tbut  one  sentiment  as  to  the  necessity  of  prompt  and  effi- 
cient action.  That  unanimity  of  sentiment  prevailed  even 
before  the  recent  startling  events  which ,  have  occurred  m 
South  Carolina.  Probably  there  is  not  m  the  State  a  man 
who  does  not  feel  that  the  argument  is  exhausted ;  that  ftis  m 
vain  longer  to  remind  the  dominant  majority  of  the  M  ortii 
o?  the"  repeated  violations,  of  the  ^^f^fM^g 
the  South,  of  the  consideration  upon  which  the  South  acqui 
esced  in  the  compromise  measures  of  18 50-51,  which  at  tne 
time  convulsed  and  so  nearly  dissolved  the  Union. 

The  most  distinguished  1^&%^«®3&* 
the  immediate  and  separate  secession  of  the  State,  unhesita 
feTdLunced  the  election  of  Mr.  Lincoln  as  a  declaration 
of  war  against  the  Southern  States,  and  indignantly  repelled 
the  thought  of  submitting  to  it.  ;     <■  o 

Indeed,  they  pointed  to  the  necessity  of  a  Southern  Con- 
fedetcy/and^nly  sought  the  ^X*gg 
States,  and  to  secure  that  recommended  that  a  Convention 
of  such  States  should  be  held. 
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Jbter  sovereign  toicd  can  only  be  inferred  from- the  known 
and  declared  sentiments  of  the  delegates  who  have  been 
elected.  In  a  few  days,  if  not  ere  this,  the  Convention  will 
give  expression  to  it  in  the  most  solemn  and  authorative 
form.  When  that  has  been  done  it  will  be  the  command  of 
the  sovereign,  which,  like  the  fiat  of  the  Omnipotent,  chal- 
lenges the  obedience  of  every  citizen. 

That  obedience  will  be  rendered,  not  grudgingly,  but  with 
alacrity.  Already  the  public  mind  is  expecting  it,  and  is 
prepared  for  it. 

Forgetting  all  past  political  dissensions,  her  sons  will 
gather  round  her  standard,  and  vieing  with  each  other  in 
demonstrations  of  loyalty  and  affection,  there  swear  eternal 
fidelity  to  her  sacred  cause. 

"Without  repeating  the  almost  innumerable  instances  in 
which  the  anti-slavery  sentiment  of  the  North  has  invaded 
the  constitutional  rights  of  the  people  of  the  South,  many 
of  which  are  set  forth  in  the  preamble  to  the  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  I  may  say  its 
aggressive  spirit  lias  culminated  in  the  recent  Presidential 
election. 

The  election  of  a  sectional  candidate,  by  a  dominant  sec- 
tional majority,  on  a  platform  of  hostility  to  the  constitu- 
tional rights  of  the  people  of  fifteen  sovereign  States,  was 
an  event  which  never  entered  the  minds  of  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution.  Like  parricide  amongst  the  Grecians — 
there  was  no  law  to  punish  it,  as  they  supposed  no  child 
could  be  so  unnatural  as  to  murder  his  parent.  So,  the 
sages  who  framed  the  Magna  Charta  of  our  liberties,  never 
imagined  that  the  time  would  come  when  it  would  be  pos- 
sible, in  a  Government  of  equal,  confederated,  sister  sover- 
eigns, that  a  majority  organized  upon  principles  of  deadly 
hostility  to  the  domestic  institution  of  the  minority,  would 
obtain  the  ascendancy. 

The  cardinal  principles  upon  which  the  theory  of  govern- 
ment rests  which  they  inaugurated  was  the  absolute  equality 
of  the  States,  in  all  political  rights  and  privileges. 

To  establish  that  principle,  the  battle  of  the  Revolution 
were  fought.  It  was  worth  all  the  blood  and  treasure,  pri- 
vations and  suffering  it  cost.  When  it  has  been  surrendered, 
nothing  accomplished  by  the  Revolution  worth  preserving 
will  remain.  Mississippi  has  determined  to  cling  to  it,  "  as 
the  mariner  clings  to  the  last  plank,  when  night  and  the 
tempest  have  gathered  around  him." 
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Tt  is  not  the  mere  election  of  Lincoln— insulting  as  that 
e  •+  %  1«^  "hP  in  view  of  the  offensive  sentiments  he 
has  at' IrZ ami  I  S  elrtain-which  has  awakened 
?W  tornado  of  popular  indignation  which  is  now  sweeping 
otr  the  South  *!?  is  not  the  mere  platform  upon  which  he 
^Tntnin^-infamous  as  that  is  to ,  the  Sou  hern  ^~ 

SheiSol  of  the  Constitution.     It  is  the  unappeas- 

tot  desecrated  by  the  cMef  of  a  party  which  has  r  sen 

u  ioTeSstiu°g  at  the  formation  of  the  Constat.™ .and  now 

SSS?£-toSS  a  party  that  he  has  1^-ed  to  such  a 
sentiment  and  that  the  Government  is  to  be  administerea 
fo?  such  a  purpose,  that  the  State  of  Mississippi  has  resolved 
Xtevei- may  be  the  issue-fearlessly  to  appeal  to  the 
Go"  of  balte 'the  justice  of  her  cause  £$**J**S& 
of  mankiud.  Come  what  may,  though  it  should  cost  every 
flroTof  blood  and  every  cent,  of  property,  she  will  nevei 
submit  to .the  Imination  of  such  a  party  and  of  such  a 

^In' that  appeal,  she  mvokes  no  sympathy  or  compassion 
She  has  fully  counted  the  cost  of  resistance.    She ^has  not 
r»«hlv  taken  her*  position.   A  necessity  too  stem  and  impen- 
o^to  bT  «ded,  demands  that  she  shouH  assume  th 
guardianship  of  her  own  ngh  tea  nd  honoi.    S  he  w U  nem 

She  hi  sent  commissioners  to  all  the  slaveliolding  States  to 

VES33&  A*S&»  &ftteS 

illustrated  her  heroism  in  arms,  and  ho-  wkUmo  m  council, 
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to  doubt  that,  as  upon  the  deathless  plains  of  Chalmette  and 
at  the  storming  of  Monterey  they  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder, 
they  will  be  separated  now  when  the  holiest  cause  that  ever 
inspired  the  human  heart,  summons  them  to  the  conflict. 

Mississippi  know  and  appreciates  the  loyalty  to  the  Union 
which  has  ever  distinguished  her  sister.  The  sentiment  has 
an  abiding  place  in  her  own  bosom.  To  it  she  is  ready  to 
sacrifice  everything  which  a  proud  sovereign  State  may  or 
dare  sacrifice  of  ease,  comfort  or  convenience.  Her  honor 
and  constitutional  rights  she  may  not,  dare  not  surrender. 
For  the  honor  of  the  National  Government,  she  has  sacrificed 
hecatombs  of  her  best  sons.  To  vindicate  her  own  honor 
she  is  ready  to  sacrifice  her  last  son,  and  herself  disappear 
from  the  map  of  nations.  She  bids  me  say  that  "  she  loves 
and  cherishes  the  Union ;  that  she  remembers,  with  the 
kindest  feelings,  our  common  origin,  with  pride  our  common 
achievements,  and  has  fondly  anticipated  the  common  great- 
ness and  glory  which  has  seemed  to  await  us  ;  but  that  origin, 
achievements  and  anticipation  of  coming  greatness,  are  to 
us  as  nothing  compared  to  this  question  ;  that  it  is  to  us  a 
vital  question  ;  that  it  involves  not  only  our  liberty,  but 
what  is  greater  (if  to  freemen  anything  can  be)  existence 
itself."  So,  viewing  it,  and  dispairing  of  a  returning  sense 
of  justice  with  her  haughty  and  victorious  foe,  she  has 
determined  to  welcome  death  rather  than  submission.  She 
considers  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  a  great,  though  not  the 
greatest  calamity.  In  the  language  of  her  own  warrior 
statesman,  the  fearless,  the  chivalrous  Davis,  "  She  would 
cling  tenaciously  to  our  constitutional  Government,  seeing 
as  she  does,  in  the  fraternal  union  of  equal  States,  the  benefit 
to  all,  and  the  fulfillment  of  that  high  destiny  which  our 
fathers  hoped  for  and  left  it  for  their  sons  to  attain.  She 
has  seen  the  national  flag  surrounded  by  the  flags  of  foreign 
countries  and  the  pulsations  of  her  heart  have  beat  quicker 
with  every  breeze  which  displayed  its  honored  stripes  and 
brilliant  constellation.  She  has  looked  with  veneration  on 
those  stripes,  as  recording  the  original  size  of  our  political 
family,  and  with  pride  upon  that  constellation,  as  marking 
the  family's  growth.  She  glories  in  the  position  her  own 
star  holds  in  the  group,  but  sooner  than  see  its  lustre 
dimmed;  sooner  than  see  it  degraded  from  its  present 
equality,  she  would  tear  it  from  its  place,  to  be  set  even  on 
the  perilous  ridge  of  battle,  as  a  sign  round  which  her 
bravest  and  best  should  gather  to  the  harvest  home  of  death." 

What  has  transpired  since  the  election  to  encourage  the 
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hope  that  the  dangers  apprehended  from  the  triumph  of  the 
Black  Republican  party  are  disappearing  or  diminishing  ? 
Whilst  prayers  and  supplications  are  goiug  up  from  the 
hearts  of  patriots  that  He  who  stilleth  the  tempest  and  rules 
in  the  armies  of  men,  would  disperse  the  dark  storm-cloud 
which  overshadows  the  land  ;  whilst  the  silent  watches  of 
the  night  have  attested  the  zeal  of  venerated  statesmen  to 
concert  measures  to  preserve  alike  the  Union  of  the  States 
and  the  rights  of  the  South,  what  indication  have  our  ene- 
mies given  of  a  willingness  on  their  part  to  recede  from  the 
position  which  has  caused  all  the  danger  ?  Go  to  their 
organs — of  the  public  press — and  to  their  speakers  on  the 
floor  of  Congress,  and  catch  the  haughty  contempt  with 
which  they  treat  a  suggestion  that  their  platform  shall  be 
modified,  or  the  offensive  State  enactments  of  which  we 
complain,  repealed.  They  are  themselves  ready  to  denounce 
their  chosen  chief  as  a  traitor,  if  in  the  policy  upon  which 
he  shall  administer  the  Government,  he  fail  to  carry  out  the 
platform  on  which  he  was  nominated,  or  should,  for  a  moment, 
yield  to  the  "  insolent  demands  of  a  hateful  slave  oligarchy." 
-Catch  the  exultant  note  with  which  they  hailed  his  election, 
as  the  final  overthrow  of  slavery.  Hear  the  swelling  chorus 
borne  on  every  breeze  to  every 'land  proclaiming  the  first 
triumph  of  the  party  which  should,  at  no  distant  day,  inau- 
gurate the  reign  of  equality  of  all  races  and  colors,  and  the 
universality  of  the  elective  franchise.  Look  at  their  Presi- 
dent elect,  whose  silence  since  his  election,  and  during  the 
canvass,  has  been  as  profound  as  it  is  ominous.  Read  his 
last  deliverances  to  the  public  ear.  As  late  as  the  16th  of 
April,  1859,  he  said  :  "  This  is  a  world  of  compensation,  and 
he  who  would  be  no  slave  must  consent  to  have  no  slave. 
Those  who  deny  freedom  to  others  deserve  it  not  for  them- 
selves and  under  a  just  God  cannot  long  retain  it.n  But 
once  during  the  canvass  was  his  voice  heard,  which  was 
when  he  spoke  at  his  own  door  to  his  neighbors  and  friends. 
At  Springfield,  the  last  of  July,  or  early  in  August,  he  was 
put  forward  very  unexpectedly,  and  spoke  with  less  than 
his  accustomed  caution.  He  said  :  "  My  friends  you  will 
fight  for  this  cause  four  years  hence,  as  you  now  fight  for  it, 
though  I  may  be  dead  and  gone." 

Commenting  upon  this  speech  a  distinguished  son  of 
Pennsylvania,  loyal  to  the  constitution  as  a  compact  between 
the  States,  said  :  "  There  is,  then,  to  be  no  repose,  no  settle- 
ment, no  finality  under  his  administration.  The  'fight'  is  to  go 
pn— rmf  it  is  6e  stronger  then  than  now.  Not  content  with 


victory  of  the  compcct  North  over  the  stricken  and  insulted 
South,  the  arms  are  not  to  be  laid  aside— the  array  is  not  to 
be  broken— peace  and  conciliation  are  not  even  hinted. 
Domestic  slavery,  driven  by  a  triumphant  Executive  and 
Congressional  majority  from  the  Territories,  is  to  be  be- 
leagured  in  the  States.  It  is  to  exist  by  sufferance — it  is  to 
be  destroyed  by  compression,  and  the  varnished,  plausible 
and  deceptive  Republicanism  of  1860  is  to  become  the  agres- 
sive  Abolition  of  1864.  So  says  Mr.  Lincoln,  if  his  language 
has  any  meaning. 

In  order  that  you  may  see  what  will  be  the  policy  of  his 
administration,  I  state  Mr.  Lincoln's  position  in  his  own 
words.     He  says : 

"  It  is  my  opinion,  it  (the  slavery  agitation)  will  not  cease, 
until  a  crisis  has  been  reached  and  passed.  A  house  divided 
against  itself  cannot  stand.  I  believe  this  government 
cannot  endure  permanently,  half  slave  and  half  free.  I  do 
not  expect  the  house  to  fall.  But  I  do  expect  it  will  cease 
to  be  divided.  It  will  become  all  one  thing  or  the  other. 
Either  the  opponents  of  slavery  will  arrest  the  further  spread 
of  it,  and  place  it  where  the  public  mind  shall  rest  in  the 
belief  that  it  is  in  the  course  to  ultimate  extinction  ;  or  its 
advocates  will  push  it  forward  until  it  shall  become  alike 
lawful  in  all  the  States  old  as  well  as  new.  North  as  well  as 
South. 

Again  he  says  : 

"  I  embrace  with  pleasure  the  opportunity  of  declaring 
my  disapprobation  of  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which 
denies  a  portion  of  the  colored  people  the  right  of  suffrage." 

"  True  Democracy  makes  no  inquiry  about  the  color  of  the 
skin,  or  place  of  nativity,  or  any  other  circumstance  or  con- 
dition. I  regard,  therefore,  the  exclusion  of  the  colored 
people,  as  a  body,  from  the  elective  franchise,  as  incompatible 
with  true  Democratic  principles." 

And  yet  again,  with  still  greater  emphasis,  and  explicit- 
ness  : 

"  That  no  man  is  good  enough  to  govern  another  man 
without  the  other's  consent.  I  say  this  is  the  leading  princi- 
ple— the  SHEET  ANCHOR  of  American  Republicanism. 

The  master  not  only  governs  the  slave  without  his  consent, 
but  he  governs  him  by  a  set  of  rules  altogether  different 
from  those  which  he  prescribes  for  himself.  Allow  all  the 
governed  AN  EQUAL  FORCE  IN  THE  GOVERNMENT, 
and  that,  and  that  only,  is  self-government. 
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I  advert  to  these  extracts  to  show  how  vain  and  delusive 
the  hope  that  a  remorseless  fanaticism,  which  has  fastened 
its  fangs  in  the  vitals  of  the  Constitution,  will,  in  the  flush 
of  triumphs,  stay  its  hand  from  further  and  yet  haughtier 
demands.  Never,  in  the  history  of  nations,  has  such  a  spirit 
paused  or  taken  a  step  backward.  It  is  unappeasable.  It 
shows  no  quarter.  It  takes  no  prisoners.  Itwagesawar 
of  extermination,  more  relentless  than  a  war  of  races  or  of 
castes.  It  must  be  met  with  brave  hearts  and  stout  arms, 
and  crushed  out,  or  its  desolating  sweep  over  organized 
Governments  will  be  more  fearful  than  the  unchained  winds 
which  rend  forests  and  scatter  fleets.  Nearly  a  quarter  of 
a  century  ago.  when  this  voracious  demon  was  in  its  swad- 
dling clothes,  and  the  nurses  in  charge  made  their  first 
requisition  upon  Congress  in  the  shape  of  Abolition  Petitions, 
Mr.  Calhoun  raised  his  prophetic  voice  in  words  of  wisdom 
and  warning,  which,  if  heeded,  would  have  arrested  the 
terrible  catastrophe  now  imminent  and  unavoidable.  He 
then  declared  that  aggression  should  not  be  met  by  conces- 
sion ;  that  those  who  acted  upon  the  principle  that  it  should, 
were  prepared  to  become  slaves  ;  that  if  an  inch  was  con- 
ceded, concession  would  follow  concession,  compromise  would 
follow  compromise,  until  our  ranks  would  be  so  broken  that 
effectual  resistance  would  be  impossible.  He  counselled  that 
the  enemy  should  be  met  on  the  frontier  with  a  fixed  deter- 
mination to  maintain  our  position  at  every  hazard.  Tracing 
the  subsequent  history  and  career  of  that  spirit  of  aggression 
which  had  seized  the  Northern  mind,  he  undertook  to  predict 
that  however  sound  the  great  body  of  the  non-slaveholding 
States  then  were,  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  they 
would  be  succeeded  by  those  who  will  have  been  taught  to 
hate  the  people  and  institutions  of  nearly  one-half  of  this 
Union,  with  a  hatred  more  deadly  than  one  hostile  nation 
ever  entertained  towards  another.  He  said  it  was  easy  to 
see  the  end.  By  the  necessary  course  of  events,  if  left  to 
themselves,  we  must  become,  finally,  two  people.  It  is  im- 
possible, under  the  deadly  hatred  which  must  spring  up  be- 
tween the  two  great  sections,  if  the  present  causes  are 
permitted  to  operate  unchecked,  that  we  should  continue 
under  the  same  political  system.  The  conflicting  elements 
would  burst  the  Union  asunder,  as  powerful  as  are  the  links 
which  hold  it  together.  Abolition  and  the  Union  cannot 
co-exist.  As  the  friend  of  the  Union,  I  openly  proclaim  it, 
and  the  sooner  it  isknown  the  better.  The  former  may 
now  be  controlled,  mt  in  a  short  time,  it  will  be  beyond  the 
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• 

power  of  man  to  arrest  the  course  of  events.  We  of  the 
South  will  not,  cannot  surrender  our  institutions.  The  sub- 
version of  them  will  drench  the  country  in  blood,  and  extir- 
pate one  or  other  of  the  races.  I  quote  his  words,  and  as 
I  repeat  them  who  is  not  struck  with  the  inspiration  of  his 
utterance,  and  the  fulfillment  of  his  prediction  ?  What 
heart  does  not  send  up  the  prayer,  "  I  would  his  counsels  and 
warnings  had  been  heeded."  But  they  were  regarded  at  the 
time  as  the  sickly  abstractions  of  a  dreamer  and  metaphy- 
sician. 

Men,  in  their  impotence  to  reach  the  height  of  this  great 
argument,  not  gifted  with  his  far  reaching  sagacity,  adopted 
the  opposite  policy.  "  Others,  for  a  while,  seemed  struggling 
'neath  their  arguments,  he,  from  above,  descending  stooped 
to  touch  the  loftiest  thought." 

I  have  purposely  avoided  a  discussion  of  the  remedy  pro- 
posed in  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Mis- 
sissippi. I  know  full  well  the  sentiment  which  has  long 
prevailed  in  Tennessee  on  that  subject.  I  could  not  hope  to 
change  it,  and  I  would  not  foe  understood  as  presuming  to 
dictate.  Besides,  practical  results  are  more  to  be  desired 
than  discussions  of  abstract  propositions.  It  will  make  no 
difference  as  to  the  form  of  the  remedy,  or  the  name  by  which 
it  is  called,  if  we  are  animated  by  the  same  determined  pur- 
pose, to  maintain  the  rights  of  the  South  at  whatever  hazard 
or  cost.  We  may  find  ourselves  borne  along  by  the  current 
of  events,  and  forced  to  defend  what  we  might  be  unwilling 
to  aid  in  producing. 

My  first  and  great  concern,  the  chief  object  indeed  of  my 
mission,  is  to  know  that  Tennessee,  like  Mississippi,  will 
bear  all,  brave  all,  but  never  submit  to  be  ruled  over  by  a 
Black  Republican  Administration.  Events  are  crowding 
upon  each  other  with  startling  rapidity.  The  Rubicon  is 
already  passed.  Nulla  retrorsum  vestigia,  is  inscribed  upon 
every  shield  and  every  helmet.  South  Carolina— aptly  de- 
nominated the  Harry  Percy  of  the  Union — has  flung  to  the 
wild  winds  free  her  banner  of  State  independence,  and  back 
from  the  Spirit  land  comes  the  cheering  war  cry  which  nerved 
the  arms  and  hearts  of  her  Sumpters  and  Marions,  her 
Pickens  and  Rutledges,  now  echoing  in  tones  of  thunder  in 
the  ears  of  their  descendants — 

"  Strike,  till  the  last  armed  foe  expires, 
Strike  for  your  altars  and  joxm  fires, 
Strike  for  the  green  graves  of  your  sires- 
God  and  your  native  land." 
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Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Florida,  Texas, 
will  catch  the  swelling  refrain,  and  high  above  the  croaking 
voice  of  submission,  they  will  pledge  hearts  and  hands  to 
South  Carolina — together  march  to  victory  and  indepen- 
dence, or  when  the  "last  torch  of  liberty  shall  burn,  then 
sleep  the  night  of  death."  Aye,  and  Tennessee  will  enter 
the  grand  carnival — not  with  slow  and  measured  tread,  but 
with  all  her  banners  waving  and  ready  to  charge  with  all 
her  chivalry.  Before  I  could  doubt  it,  I  should  have  to  ob- 
literate the  brightest  pages  of  my  country's  history — ignore 
the  undying  laurels  with  which  fame  decked  the  brow  of  the 
immortal  Jackson,  on  the  plains  of  Chamiette  and  the  more 
recent,  but  undying  harvest  of  glory  which  were  gathered 
by  her  sons  amidst  the  storming  of  Monterey.  If  such  a 
doubt  were  forced  upon  my  mind — as  a  native  of  the  State — 
1  would  throw  myself  upon  her  bosom,  and  in  the  language 
of  another,  I  would  exclaim  :  Oh  Earth,  Earth,  Earth  !  as 
did  the  Hebrew  Prophet  when  wearied  out  with  the  perver- 
sity of  his  countrymen,  he  turned  to  his  native  soil  and  ad- 
jured that,  to  see  if  he  could  not  arouse  within  it  some 
answering  spirit.  If  such  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  soil  of 
Tennessee  in  such  a  case,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  very 
genius  of  the  place  would  spring  forth,  and  trumpet-tongued, 
sound  the  call,  which  from  the  topmost  height  of  her  moun- 
tains to  the  depths  of  her  valleys  would  summon  her  sons 
to  the  rescue. 

That  somethiag  must  be  done,  and  speedily  done,  aye,  be- 
fore the  reins  of  Government  shall  pass  into  the  hands  of 
our  haughty  and  insolent  foes,  the  tamest  submissionists 
admit.  Yielding  to  the  sentiment  of  resistance,  which 
swells  up  from  the  great  popular  heart  of  the  South,  her 
statesmen  and  patriots — men  of  wisdom  and  prudence,  who 
''"hold  the  helm  when  passion  blows  the  gale,*'  have  ex- 
hausted every  effort  to  restore  peace  to  a  distracted  coun- 
try. / 

Their  very  prayers  and  supplications  on  behalf  of  the 
Constitution,  and  the  co-equal  rights  of  the  States  have 
been  insulted  and  derided  by  our  enemies  whether  address- 
ed to  a  throne  of  grace  or  to  their  own  adamantine  hearts. 
If  appeals  are  made  to  their  sense  of  patriotism — if  they 
are  reminded  of  a  common  ancestry  and  a  common  revolu- 
tionary struggle,  of  the  purer  days  of  the  Republic,  when 
Washington  and  Adams,  Jefferson  and  Hancock,  and  their 
illustrious  compeers,  met  at  the  same  shrine  and  presented 
their  offerings  on  the  same  altar,  with  pharasaic  piety  they 
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turn  away  disdaining  fellowship  with  slavery,  and  slave- 
holders. When  reminded  of  their  breaches  of  faith  in  the 
observance  of  solemn  covenants  and  violations  of  plain 
provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and  exhorted  not  to  drive 
us  to  extremities  in  the  defence  of  our  rights,  our  exhorta- 
tions are  denounced  as  threats.  A  paper  wielding,  perhaps, 
a  wider  influence  over  Northern  sentiment  than  any  other, 
and  which,  from  the  part  taken  by  its  editor  in  securing  his 
nomination,  may  be  presumed  to  express  the  feelings  of 
Mr.  Lincoln,  and  the  party  of  which  it  is  the  accredited 
organ — (the  New  York  Tribune)  repels  with  ridicule  all 
such  appeals.  The  only  answer  made  to  the  South  is  to 
justify  all  that  has  been  said  and  done  by  the  party.  It 
protests  that  they  have  elected  a  President  by  honest  legal 
votes,  on  the  largest  poll  ever  known,  and  after  the  most 
heated  canvass  ever  had  in  the  country — that  they  have 
done  just  exactly  what  they  had  a  right  to  do,  what  they 
ought  to  have  done,  and  what  should  have  given  peace  and 
prosperity  to  the  Union,  and  that  all  the  distress  and  dan- 
ger now  existing  spring  from  the  fact  that  the  factions  they 
have  fairly  beaten,  insist  that  they  shall  repudiate  their 
principles  and  surrender  the  just  fruits  of  their  triumph, 
or  that  they  will  break  up  the  Union.  It  hails  with  accla- 
mations of  rejoicing  the  failure  of  the  committees  of  Con- 
gress to  devise  any  plan  of  adjustment.  It  throws  back 
upon  the  South  the  responsibility  for  all  the  dangers  which 
exist,  and  denounces  it  for  treason  and  disunion. 

Why  talk  to  such  people  about  new  guarantees,  amend- 
ments of  the  Constitution,  &c.  ?  In  the  first  place,  we 
know  bow  they  would  be  met;  crimination  and  ridicule  are 
the  reply  they  make  ;  denying  that  the  evils  complained  of 
exist — but,  if  they  do,  that  they  are  of  our  own  creation. 
In  the  second  place,  what  reason  have  we  to  suppose,  if  our 
demands  were  accepted,  that  the  amendments  and  new 
guarantees  would  be  more  faithfully  observed  than  the 
plain  provisions  of  the  Constitution  and  the  Fugitive  Slave 
Law  have  been. 

They  have  been  educated,  for  the  last  forty  years,  in  the 
nurseries,  in  the  Sunday  schools,  from  the  pulpit,  at  the  bar, 
in  the  legislative  halls,  and  from  the  hustings,  to  loathe  sla- 
very and  the  defenders  of  it.  This  has  all  to  be  uudone. 
It  is  impossible  to  eradicate  the  sentiment  from  the  minds 
and  hearts  of  the  present  generation.  With  the  masses, 
the  sentiment  has  been  engendered  by  religious  fanaticism, 
and  by  appeals  to  their  prejudices.    They  have  been  taught 


that  slaveholders  disdain  labor,  and  look  with  contempt 
upon  the  laboring  classes,  regarding  them  alike,  whether 
white  or  black,  as  an  inferior  caste  in  society.  With  the 
leaders,  it  originates  in  a  contest  for  political  supremacy, 
and  a  jealousy  of  the  influence  which  the  South  has  exer- 
cised by  her  wisdom  in  council  and  her  heroism  in  arms. 

Of  what  avail  would  all  the  constitutional  compacts  in 
the  world  be  when  coming  in  contact  with  a  sentiment  such 
as  that  imbedded  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  ?  All  laws 
depend  for  their  efficacy  and  enforcement  upon  the  consent 
and  loyalty  of  those  who  administer  them,  and  those  for 
whose  government  they  were  intended. 

Such  being,  then,  the  sentiment  and  feelings  of  the  party 
which  will  be  charged  with  the  administration  of  the  Gov- 
ernment after  the  4th  of  March,  what  safety  or  protection 
will  there  be  for  Southern  men  and  property,  seeing  that 
new  guarantees  cannot  be  obtained,  and  if  they  could  be, 
would  never  be  observed. 

Slavery,  of  all  property  in  the  world,  most  needs  the 
protection  of  a  friendly  government.  As  well  commit  the 
lamb  to  the  protection  of  the  wolf,  as  slavery  to  the  pro- 
tection of  a  Government  hostile  to  it. 

Besides,  all  these  propositions  involve  delay,  and  delay 
now  is  fatal.  It  is  not  wonderful,  indeed  it  is  most  natural, 
that  up  to  this  time  we  should  have  held  back — that  we 
should  have  tried  to  keep  others  back  until  the  wisest  and 
most  prudeut  counsels  had  calmly  surveyed  the  whole  field, 
and  had  failed  to  discover  a  remedy  for  the  disorders  pre- 
vailing. That  much  deliberation  was  due  to  the  sacred 
trust  committed  to  us,  and  to  the  cause  of  human  liberty 
throughout  the  world.  But  events  of  the  past  few  days 
admonish  us  that  but  little  time  remains  for  deliberation 
and  decision.  Some  may  deplore  the  course  of  South  Car- 
olina as  precipitate  and  ill  advised — others  may  regard  it 
as  unjust  to  her  sisters,  having  an  equal  interest  and  a  com- 
mon destiny  with  her — others  again,  may  hail  it  as  the 
magic  wand  which  shall  extract  the  forked  lightning  from 
the  storm  cloud  and  convey  it  harmless  to  the  earth,  or,  as 
"  a  bright  Iris  o'er  the  boiling  surge."  Whatever' may  be 
the  view  taken  of  it,  whether  approved  or  condemned,  her 
lone  star  has  been  unfurled  and  proudly  courts  the  breeze. 
Mississippi  has  sent  her  word  of  cheering.  "  On  ye  brave, 
who  rush  to  glory  or  the  grave.  Wave,  South  Carolina, 
wave,  all  thy  banners  wave,  and  charge  with  all  thy  chiv- 
alry."   God  grant  that  Tennessee,  the  synonym  of  patriot- 
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ism  and  dauntless  heroism,  true  to  her  own  high  instincts, 
her  historic  renown,  and  the  fame  of  her  illustrious  chief- 
tain, who  has  rendered  her  own  and  his  name  immortal, 
may  also  arm  to  the  teeth  and  resolve  to  the  death  in  de- 
fence of  her  gallant  sister,  the  Queen  of  the  Atlantic ! 

What  said  the  illustrious  ex-President  Fillmore  ia  his 
speech  at  Albany,  in  1855,  when  contemplating  the  very 
event  which  has  occurred — the  election  of  a  sectional  Pre- 
sident— and  which,  though  not  the  cause,  is  the  occasion  of 
the  wide-spread  excitement  at  the  South  :  "  can  they,"  (re- 
ferring to  the  people  of  the  North,)  "  have  the  madness,  or 
the  folly,  to  believe  that  our  Southern  brethren  would  sub- 
mit to  be  governed  by  such  a  Chief  Magistrate?  Suppose 
that  the  South,  having  a  majority  of  the  electoral  votes, 
should  declare  that  they  would  have  only  slaveholders  for 
President  and  Vice-President,  and  should  elect  such  by 
their  suffrages  to  rule  over  us  at  the  North,  do  you  think 
you  would  submit  ?  No,  not  for  a  moment.  Do  you  be- 
lieve that  your  Southern  brethren  are  less  sensitive  on  this 
subject  than  you  are,  or  less  jealous  of  their  rights  ?  If 
you  do,  let  me  tell  you  you  are  mistaken  ;  and  therefore 
you  must  see  that  if  this  sectional  party  succeeds,  it  leads 
inevitably  to  the  destruction  of  this  beautiful  fabric  reared 
by  our  forefathers."  Again,  in  his  speech  at  Rochester,  the 
same  season,  referring  to  the  same  event,  he  said  :  "  the 
success  of  such  a  party  with  such  an  object,  must  be  a  dis- 
solution of  the  Union." 

What  said  the  Hon.  Mr.  Vallandigham,  member  of  Con- 
gress from  Ohio  ?  "I  tell  you,  as  a  Western  man,  and  I 
tell  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Nelson,)  that  when 
you  of  the  South  shall  have  attained  the  numerical  power 
and  strength  in  this  Union,  and  shall  organize  a  Southern 
party  on  a  Southern  basis,  and,  under  the  forms  of  the  Con- 
stitution, shall  elect  a  Southern  President,  for  the  purpose 
of  controlling  the  vast  power  and  patronage  and  influence 
of  the  Government  by  action,  or  lion-action,  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  Southern  interests;  and  above  all,  for  the 
purpose  of  extending  slavery  into  States  now  free,  I  will 
meet  you  as  the  Irish  patriot  would  have  met  the  invaders 
of  Ireland — with  a  sword  in  one  hand  and  a  torch  in  the 
other  ;  dispute  every  inch  of  ground — burn  every  blade  of 
grass,  till  the  last  intrenchment  of  independence  shall  be 
my  grave.  I  will  not  wait  for  an  overt  act.  What !  Do 
I  not  know  that  fire  will  burn;  that  frost  will  congeal; 
that  steel  and  poison  will  do  their  work  of  destruction  to 
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the  human  system;  and  shall  I  await  the  slow  process  of 
experiment  to  ascertain  their  rational  and  inevitable  ef- 
fects ?"  This  was  spoken  in  answer  to  the  question  whether 
the  South  would  be  justified  in  resisting  the  election  of  a 
Northern  sectional  candidate  on  a  sectional  platform. 

I  quote  a  passage  from  a  single  other  Northern  states- 
man, (Hon.  Caleb  Cushing,)  on  the  same  point.  After 
arguing  to  them  the  practical  result  of  the  election  of  such 
a  candidate,  he  says  :  ':  I  repeat,  confidently,  if  Mr.  Lincoln 
is  elected,  the  Republicans  will  have  to  break  up  at  once, 
or  attack  the  domestic  rights  of  the  South.  What,  then, 
will  the  people  of  the  Southern  States,  attacked  in  their 
constitutional  rights,  their  domestic  peace,  their  property, 
and  their  persons  do?  What  will  they  do?  Will  they 
passively  submit  to  be  conquered  subjects  of  New  England? 
No.  I  do  not  hope,  believe  or  doubt  what  they  will  do. 
I  know  they  will  defend  themselves  to  the  uttermost — first 
with  constitutional  means,  in  fine,  with  all  the  means  of  de- 
fence which  God  and  nature  have  committed  to  them;  and 
if  they  were  not  to  do  it,  they  would  be  recreant  to  the 
blood  of  Washington,  of  Henry,  of  Carroll,  of  Rutledge; 
they  would  be  unworthy  of  the  name  of  American." 

The  issue  is  made.  We  could  not  avoid  it  if  we  would. 
We  fearlessly  appeal  to  God,  to  our  consciences,  and  to  the 
enlightened  opinion  of  mankind  to  vindicate  our  course.  If 
war  result,  the  responsibility  will  not  be  upon  us,  but  upon 
those  who  are  intent  upon  the  overthrow  of  our  constitu- 
tional rights.  If  we  must  pass  the  dread  ordeal — if  the 
tocsin  of  civil  war  is  sounded,  and  the  land  is  drenched 
with  the  blood  of  brothers,  "  I  trust  in  God  that  there  is  a 
redeeming  spirit  in  the  Constitution  which  will  be  seeii  to 
walk  with  the  South  through  the  flames,  and  preserve  her 
unhurt  by  the  conflagration." 


[DOCUMENT  G.] 
Washington,  D.  C,  December  26,  1860. 

His  Excellency  JOHN  J.  PETTUS, 

Goveenor  op  Mississippi. 

.     Sir: — The  package  you  were  pleased  to  forward  to  me 
containing  my  appointment  of  Commissioner  of  Mississippi 
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to  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  I  had  the  honor  to  receive 
on  the  13th  instant.  In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  I 
set  out  for  Raleigh,  the  Capital  of  the  State,  on  the  17th, 
and  arrived  there  on  the  1 8th.  Immediately  on  my  arrival,  His 
Excellency  John  W.  Ellis,  complimented  me  with  a  personal 
visit,  and  in  our  first  interview  I  made  known  the  object  of 
my  mission.  He  welcomed  me  to  the  State  in  the  kindest 
terms,  and  during  the  same  evening  I  addressed  him  a  com- 
munication in  which,  in  dispassionate  but  decisive  language, 
I  attempted  to  set  forth  the  apprehended  evils  of  which 
Mississippi  complains,  and  invited  the  co-operation  of  North 
Carolina  in  devising  a  remedy. 

This  communication  was  laid  before  the  Legislature  with 
.i  «hort  message,  on  the  20th,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
enclosed. 

Your  Commissioner  was  received  with  great  cordiality, 
courtesy  and  consideration  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State, 
and  sympathy  and  respect  for  our  State  and  her  people  were 
manifested  on  all  sides. 

On  the  20th,  however,  the  Legislature  adjourned  over  for 
the  holidays  until  the  7th  of  January  proximo.  After  my 
arrival,  a  bill  appropriating  $3€0,000  for  the  purchase  of 
arms  for  the  State  passed  the  Senate  with  only  three  dissent- 
ing votes,  and  when  it  was  sent  to  the  House  of  Commons 
several  test  votes  were  taken  upon  the  bill  which  demon- 
strated that  an  overwhelming  majority  of  that  body  favored 
the  appropriation.  This  bill  will  be  the  first  business  in 
order  on  the  re-assembling  of  the  Legislature.  There  was 
a  strong  feeling,  however,  with  many  members  to  increase 
the  sum  from  $300,000  to  one  million  dollars. 

The  bill  providing  for  a  call  of  the  Convention  of  the 
State  had  been  deferred  when  I  arrived  until  the  7th  of 
January.  I  feel  confident  that  both  these  measures  will  be 
passed. 

The  prevailing  sentiment  of  the  Legislature  and  the  people 
is  that  all  the  distracting  questions  arising  out  of  our  con- 
stitutional rights  to  property  in  slaves  must  be  now  settled 
for  all  time  to  come.  An  anxiety  is  felt  to  maintain  the 
Union  of  these  States,  if  that  can  be  done  without  a  forfeit- 
ure of  honor  and  endangering  our  property.  But  to  keep 
North  Carolina  in  the  Union  something  decisive  must  be 
done,  and  that  at  an  early  day,  to  effectually  arrest  the 
carrying  into  effect  the  policy  of  the  Black  Republicans. 
As  soon  as  all  hope  of  a  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the 
slavery  issues  is  abandoned,  the  voice  of  North  Carolina 
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will  be  well  nigh  unanimous  for  a  Southern  Confederacy. 
There  is  already  a  very  large,  spirited  and  talented  pro- 
portion of  the  people  of  the  State  in  favor  of  separate  State 
action  and  immediate  secession.  This  feeling  is  growing 
daily  ;  the  mountain  districts  are  zealous  and  enthusiastic ; 
■  the  low  country,  where  the  large  slave  population  is  found 
is  slower  and  more  cautious.  But  the  spirit  of  the  patriots 
of  Mecklenburg  in  1775  is  entering  the  hearts  of  the  people 
everywhere,  and  it  will  carry  them  to  its  legitimate  con- 
clusions of  resistance  to  wroDg  and  the  maintenance  of  our 
Constitution  in  its  purity  against  the  revolution  threatened 
by  an  irresponsible  majority.  Should  the  election  ever  be 
presented  whether  North  Carolina  shall  continue  her  con- 
nection with  the  non-slaveholding  States  of  the  North,  or 
join  her  Southern  sister  States  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  she 
will  follow  the  promptings  of  her  heart  and  unite  her  des- 
tiny with'  us. 

In  Congress,  no  disposition  for  accommodation  is  shown, 
and  if  there  be  no  change,  and  I  cannot  believe  there  will 
be,  North  Carolina  will  be  ready  to  act  decisively  by  the 
4th  of  March  next. 

As  far  as  I  could  ascertain  the  feelings  and  wishes  of 
North  Carolina,  it  was  that  Mississippi,  were  she  inclined  to 
adopt  the  line  of  separate  secession,  should  postpone  the  day 
on  whicu  her  ordinance  of  separation  should  take  effect  till 
the  3d  of  March,  at  which  time,  by  reason  of  the  failure  of 
all  efforts  at  accommodation,  she  will  be  ready  to  become 
her  ally  and  confederate — and  it  is  further  my  opinion,  that 
as  goes  North  Carolina,  so  will  go  all  the  border  slave 
States. 

Thanking  you  for  the  confidence  you  have  reposed  in  me, 
and  ready  now  and  at  all  times,  to  sacrifice  life,  fortune  and 
all  I  hold  most  dear  for  our  beloved  sovereign  Mississippi. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

J.  THOMPSON. 


Raleigh,  N.  C,  Thursday,  December  20,  1860. 

To  the  Honorable,  the  General  Assembly 

of  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 
Gentlemen  : — Herewith  I  transmit  a  communication  from 
the  Hon.  Jacob  Thompson,  a  distinguished  citizen  from  the 
HA— 10 


State  of  Mississippi,  now  present  in  this  city  as  a  Commis- 
sioner from  that  State  to  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

The  communication  discloses  in  firm,  yet  dispassionate 
language,  the  sentiments  of  Mississippi  upon  the  subject  of 
our  national  troubles,  and  will,  I  doubt  not,  meet  with  a 
cordial  response  upon  the  part  of  the  people  of  North  Caro- 
lina, believing  as  I  do,  that  it  is  a  settled  conviction  with 
them  that  all  controverted  questions  touching  the  institution 
of  African  slavery  in  the  United  States,  should  and  must 
now  be  definitively  adjusted,  and  the  agitating  subject  forever 
removed  from  the  minds  of  men. 

Apart  from  the  grave  character  of  the  mission,  it  is  a 
pleasing  circumstance  that  Mississippi  should  select,  as  her 
messenger  to  us  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  upon  whom  she 
has  heretofore  conferred  the  choicest  honors  in  the  gift  of 
her  people,  and  it  is  with  high  satisfaction  that  I  now  make 
a  public  recognition  of  this  courtesy. 

Executive  Department,  December  20.  1860. 


ADDRESS. 

V 

Raleigh,  N.  C,  December,  1860. 

His  Excellency  JOHN  W.  ELLIS, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

Sir : — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  been 
duly  appointed  a  Commissioner  from  the  State  of  Mississippi 
to  the  State  of  North  Carolina.  I  have  been  instructed  by 
the  Governor  of  Mississippi,  to  report  myself,  in  person,  to 
your  Excellency,  and  through  your  kind  offices  to  inform 
the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  "  that  the  Legislature  of 
Mississippi  has  passed  an  act  calling  a  Convention  of  the 
people  of  the  State,  to  consider  the  threatening  relations  of 
the  Northern  and  Southern  sections  of  the  United  States  : 
aggravated  by  the  recent  election  of  a  President  upon  prin- 
ciples of  hostility  to  the  States  of  the  South,  and  to  express 
the  earnest  hope  of  Mississippi  that  North  Carolina  will 
co-operate  with  her,  in  the  adoption  of  efficient  measures  for 
the  common  defense  and  safety  of  the  South." 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  accept  this  appointment, 
aud[  to  obey  these  instructions;  yet  I  most  sincerely  regret 
the  public  necessity  which  impels  my  adopted  State  to  ask 
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for  the  counsel  and  co-operation  of  my  native  State.     Com- 
mon dangers  threaten  the  peace,  honor  and  safety  of  both: 
and  it  is  certain  that  an  unresisting  submission  to  the  a;  °  n  f 
sive  and  hostile  policy  of  the  Northern  States  will  inevitably 
involve  both  in  a  common  humiliation  and  ruin.     The  crisis 
demands  action.     It  is  unbecoming  a  free  people  to  close 
theia  eyes  to  the  issue  forced  upon  them,  and  to  cry  peace 
peace,  when  there  is  no  peace.  The  antagonism  of  opinio,';, 
upon  the  questions  growing  out  of  the  recognition  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  right  of  property  in  slaves,  so  long  and 
angrily  discussed,  has  at  last  culminated,  in   the  adoption, 
by  a  majority  of  the  Northern    people  of  the  doctrine  of 
the  "  irrepressible  conflict."   The  leading  idea  of  this  creed 
is  that  the  Union  of  these  States   cannot   endure,   half  of 
them   slaveholding,    and    the  other  half  non-slaveholding. 
This  conflict  is  to  be  inaugurated  under  the  forms  of  the; 
Constitution  on  the  4th  of  March  next,  and  if  adhered  to 
and  carried  out,  the  assertions  of  its  most  violent  advocates 
that  "  freedom  is  triumphant,"  and  "  that  slavery  is  over- 
thrown," are  self-evident  propositions. 

It  is  admitted  that  each  State  must  decide  for  herself, 
both  the  mode  and  measure  of  redress  for  present  and  pros- 
pective evils  and  grievances.  One  destiny,  however, 
awaits  all  the  slaveholding  States  of  this  Union,  and  fat(3 
has  indissolubly  linked  their  fortunes  together  :  Therefore') 
it  is  meet,  and  wise,  and  proper  and  expedient,  that  thej 
should  consult  and  advise  together,  for  their  common  de- 
fense and  general  welfare.  Thus  the  hasty  and  precipitate 
will  be  checked,  the  laggard  and.  spiritless  aroused  to  ac- 
tion, and  a  universal  confidence  will  be  felt,  that  our  rights 
will  be  secure,  and  our  government  placed  on  the  safeFit 
and  surest  foundation. 

Mississippi  is  content  with  the  compact  which  our  fathers 
framed.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  already 
affords  guarantees  which  are  ample  for  our  security.  But 
they  are  found  on  parchment  only.  The  people  of  the 
Northern  State;7  have  not  kept  faith  with  us.  Not  only 
have  a  majority  of  the  non-slaveholding  States  rendered  all 
legislation  for  our  protection  nugatory  and  inoperative  by 
State  enactments,  but  on  the  6th  of  November  last,  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  all  the  free  States  endorsed  a  plat- 
form of  principles  in  direct  conflict  with  the  Constitution 
and  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  thus  the  will 
of  a  numerical  majority — a  majority  trained  from  infancy 
to  hate  our  people  and  their  institutions,  are  to  be  substi- 
tuted in  their  stead,  H  A  11 
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The  Executive  and  Judicial  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  have  always  held 
Uat  property  in  slaves  was  recognized  by  the  Constitution, 
and  therefore,  under  a  common  flag  was  entitled  to  protec- 
tion.    The  dominant  party  deny, this  proposition,  and  thus 
by  their  construction,  the  Constitution  will  be  changed,  this 
common  Government  will  be  revolutionized,  and  instead  of 
irowing   its   broad  shield  overall  the  citizens  of  all  the 
States,  protecting  each  and  all  equally  in  the  possession  and 

ljovnient  of  their  rights  of  property,  it  will  be  perverted 
into  an  engine  for  the  destruction  of  our  domestic  institu- 
tions, and  the  subjugation  of  our  people. 

The  question  which  is  now  submitted  both  to  Mississippi 
and  North  Carolina,  is  this,  shall  we  sit  quietly  down  without 
a  murmur,  and  allow  all  our  constitutional  rights  of  property 
to  be  taken  away  by  a  construction  of  the  Constitution 
•  hich  originates  in  hostility  and  hatred,  or  shall  we,  as  men 
who  know  our  rights,  bestir  ourselves,  and  by  a  firm,  united 
and  cordial  "  co-operation,"  fortify  and  strengthen  them, 
that  they  may  be  transmitted  unimpaired  to  our  children, 
and  our  children's  children,  throughout  all  generations. 
1  '-'isdom  dictates  that  all  the  questions  arising  out  of  the 
;  stitution  of  slavery,  should  be  settled  now  and  settled 
f' rever. 

A  people  jealous  of  their  liberty  will  detect  danger  while 
i  t  is  yet  afar  off,  and  provide  the  remedy.  If  ever  there  was 
a  people  answering  this  description,  the  past  glorious  history 
of  North  Carolina  will  point  out  your  fellow-citizens  as 
'.hat  people. 

I  bear  this  message  of  Mississippi  to  you,  and  through 
you,  to  the  people  of  North  Carolina;  and  I  hope  that  you 
will  allow  me  to  inform  Mississippi  that  North  Carolina  is 
f<:ily  alive  to  the  importance  of  the  present  crisis,  and  "will 

-operate  with  her  in  the  adoption  of  efficient  measures  for 
the  common  defense  and  safety  of  the  South." 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  THOMPSON, 
Commissioner  from  Mississippi. 
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Jackson,  January  10,  1861. 

His  Excellency  JOHN  J.  PETTUS, 

Governor  op  the  State  op  Mississippi. 

Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you,  that  in  execu- 
tion of  the  trust  reposed  in  me  by  your  Excellency,  as  Com- 
missioner to  the  State  of  Maryland  under  the  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  this  State  at  its  recent  session,  I  visited  the 
State  of  Maryland  without  delay  after  receiving  my  com- 
mission at  your  hands. 

I  visited  the  Executive  of  that  State,  who  had  before  my 
appointment,  come  to  the  determination  not  to  convoke  the 
Legislature  of  his  State ;  and  I  also  addressed  him  in 
writing  desiring  to  be  informed  whether  in  the  present 
emergency  of  public  affairs,  he  would  call  together  the  Le- 
gislature. In  my  personal  interview  with  him,  I  respect- 
fuly,but  earnestly  urged  many  considerations  which  appeared 
to  demand  an  assemblage  of  the  Legislature;  but  he  replied 
insisting  that  the  emergency  did  not  demand  or  justify  such 
action  ;  and  in  reply  to  my  written  communication,  he 
addressed  me  the  letter  which  I  herewith  transmit,  stating 
his  views  upon  the  subject  and  his  determination  not  to  call 
together  the  Legislature,  under  the  circumstances  then 
existing. 

I  was  not  surprised  at  this,  as  I  was  aware  at  the  time 
the  commission  was  tendered  to  me  by  your  Excellency,  that 
the  Executive  of  Maryland,  had  taken  his  position  not  to 
convoke  the  Legislature;  and  therefore,  in  accepting  the 
commission,  I  stated  to  your  Excellency  that  I  was  not  hope- 
ful of  doing  any  good  to  the  cause  of  Southern  rights  through 
the  direct  action  of  the  Executive  of  that  State ;  but  that  I 
hoped  to  make  known  to  the  people  there,  the  views  enter- 
tained by  this  State  in  relation  to  our  rights  and  duties  in 
common  with  all  the  Southern  States  ;  and  in  order  to  do 
so,  that  I  should  address  the  people  upon  the  subject. 
Accordingly  after  visiting  the  Executive,  I  visited  several 
parts  of  the  State,  and  made  addresses  to  the  people,  setting 
forth,  in  my  feeble  manner,  the  views  and  position  of  this 
State,  and  inviting  the  co-operation  of  the  people  of  that 
State. 

I  am  very  happy  to  believe  and  to  be  able  to  say,  that  the 
people  of  Maryland  are  in  heart  and  in  interest  with  the 
HA13 
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^State  of  Mississippi,  and  that  they  will  ultimately  be  with 
us  in  political  union.  A  large  number  of  the  most  eminent 
men  of  the  State  agree  with  us  in  principle  ;  and  the  true 
course  of  the  South,  as  we  regard  it  here,  is  gaining  strength 
and  force  every  day.  The  peculiar  local  situation  of  the 
State — having  a  long  line  of  a  non-slaveholding  State  to 
which  she  is  exposed,  and  having  the  Federal  Capital  within 
her  limits — now  operates  to  restrain  speedy  action  in  support 
of  the  course  which  we,  of  this  State,  deem  the  proper  one 
in  the  emergency;  and  to  this  may  be  added  the  persistent 
refusal  of  the  Executive,  against  all  petitions,  remonstrances 
and  protestations,  to  allow  the  people  to  express  their  will, 
by  the  only  mode  in  which  it  can  be  formally  done — a  course 
which  suppresses  for  the  time  the  sentiment  of  the  people 
and  paralizes  their  action.  But  from  the  cordial  reception 
that  sound  doctrine  met  at  the  hands  of  that  gallant  and 
patriotic  old  State  in  the  address  I  made  them,  which  follows 
the  reply  of  the  Governor  to  my  communication,  and  in  my 
personal  communications  with  them,  I  doubt  not  that,  as 
soon  as  she  shall  be  relieved  of,  or  is  aroused  to  bid  defiance 
to,  the  Executive  contingency  which  now  paralizes  their 
efforts  and  their  will,  she  will  wheel  into  the  line  of  the 
Southern  Confederacy,  and  add  the  old  "Maryland  line"  to 
the  fortunes  and  destiny  where  her  rights,  her  principles  and 
her  interest  find  a  congenial  home.  The  Revolutionary 
spark  has  touched  their  hearts  and  will  never  be  extinguished 
until  it  accomplishes  now  what  it  achieved  in  the  day  of  its 
original  glory,  the  establishment  of  her  rights  and  her 
honor,  by  a  re-union  with  the  Southern  States  whose  feelings 
and  interests  are  identical  with  her  own. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  with  high  respect, 
Your  Excellency's  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  HANDY. 


STATE  OF  MARYLAND,  Executive  Chamber,  > 
Annapolis,  December  19,  1860.      f 

Sir: — Your  letter  of  the  18  th  instant,  informs  me  that 
you  have  been  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  Mississippi,  in 
pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature,  a  Commissioner 
to  the  State  of  Maryland:  and  that  the  occasion  of  your 
mission  is  "  the  present  crisis  in  the  national  affairs  of  this 
country,  and  the  danger  which  impends  the  safety  and  rights 
of  the  Southern  States,  by  reason  of  the  election  of-  a 
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sectional  candidate  to  the  office  of  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  a  platform  of  principles  destructive  of  our 
Constitutional  rights ;  and  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi  calls  for  prompt  and  decisive  action  for 
the  purpose  of  our  protection  and  future  security." 

You  also  inform  me  that  Mississippi  desires  the  co-opera- 
tion of  her  sister  States  of  the  South,  in  measures  necessary 
to  defend  our  rights;  and  to  this  end,  you  desire  to  know 
whether  I  will  convene  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  for  the 
purpose  of  counselling  with  the  constituted  authorities  of 
the  State  of  Mississippi:  and  at  what  time  it  maybe  ex- 
pected our  General  Assembly  will  be  called  for  that  purpose. 

In  the  conversation  I  had  with  you  this  morning,  you 
were  good  enough  to  explain,  more  fully,  the  views  and 
intentions  of  Mississippi  in  this  matter:  her  desire  that  our 
Legislature  should  also  appoint  Commissioners  to  meet  those 
of  other  Southern  States  :  and  that  action  at  once  be  had 
by  all  the  Southern  States,  for  the  formation  of  a  new  gov- 
ernment among  themselves. 

The  position  of  Maryland,  as  a  Small,  Southern  Border 
State,  renders  the  exercise  of  any  power  I  may  possess,  for 
the  purposes  indicated  by  you,  a  matter  of  very  grave 
importance. 

Our  State  is,  unquestionably,  identified  with  the  Southern 
States,  in  feeling  and  by  the  institutions  and.  habits  which 
prevail  among  us.  But  she  is  also  conservative,  and  above 
all  things,  devoted  to  the  Union  of  these  States  under  the 
Constitution.  Her  people  will  use  all  honorable  means  to 
preserve  and  perpetuate  these.  I  think  I  know  the  senti- 
ments of  her  citizens  in  this  matter ;  and  that  I  am  not 
mistaken  when  I  say,  that,  almost  unanimously,  they  intend 
to  uphold  that  Union  and  to  maintain  their  rights  under  it: 
that  they  believe  these  last  will  yet  be  admitted  and  secured: 
and  that  not  until  it  is  certain  they  will  be  respected  no 
longer :  not  until  every  honorable,  constitutional  and  lawful 
effort  to  secure  them  is  exhausted, — will  they  consent  to  any 
effort  for  its  dissolution. 

The  people  of  Maryland  are  anxious  that  time  be  given, 
and  an  opportunity  afforded,  for  a  fair  and  honorable  ad- 
justment of  those  difficulties  and  grievances  of  which  they, 
more  than  the  people  of  any  other  Southern  State,  have  a 
right  to  complain.  And,  in  my  opinion,  if  the  people  of  this 
Union  really  desire  its  continuance  and  perpetuity,  such 
adjustment  may  be  effected.  I  hope,  and  believe,  it  will  be 
effected;  and  promptly;  and  until  the  effort  is  proved  to  be 
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vain,  I  cannot  consent,  by  any  precipitate  or  revolutionary 
action  to  aid  in  the  dismemberment  of  this  Union. 

When  I  shall  see  clearly  that  there  is  no  hope  of  such 
adjustment,  and  am  convinced  that  the  power  of  the  Federal 
Government  is  to  be  perverted  to  the  destruction,  instead  of 
being  used  for  the  protection  of  our  rights  :  then,  and  not 
till  then,  can  I  consent  so  to  exercise  any  power  with  which 
I  am  invested,  as  to  afford  even  the  opportunity  of  such  a 
proceeding. 

"Whatever  powers  I  may  have,  I  shall  use  only  after  full 
consultation,  and  in  fraternal  concert  with  the  other  Border 
States,  since  we,  and  they,  in  the  event  of  any  dismember- 
ment of  the  Union  will  suffer  more  than  all  the  others 
combined. 

I  am  now  in  correspondence  with  the  Governors  of  those 
States ;  and  I  await  with  solicitude,  for  the  indication  of 
the  course  to  be  pursued  by  them.  When  this  is  made 
known  to  me  I  shall  be  ready  to  take  such  steps  as  our  duty 
and  interests  shall  demand ;  and  I  do  not  doubt  the  people 
of  Maryland  are  ready  to  stand  with  the  people  of  those 
States  for  weal  or  woe. 

I  fully  agree  with  all  that  you  have  said  as  to  the  neces- 
sity for  protection  to  the  rights  of  the  South;  and  my  sym- 
pathies are  entirely  with  the  gallant  people  of  Mississippi 
who  stand  ready  to  meet  any  infringement  of  those  rights. 
But  I  earnestly  hope  they  will  act  with  prudence  as  well  as 
with  courage.  Let  us  show  moderation  as  well  as  firmness; 
and  be  unwilling  to  resort  to  extreme  measures  until  neces- 
sity shall  leave  us  no  choice. 

I  am  unable  to  inform  you  when  the  Legislature  of  this 
State  will  be  called  together;  for  until  I  can  perceive  the 
necessity  for  such  a  step,  I  am  not  willing  to  awaken  the 
apprehensions,  and  excite  the  alarm,  which  such  a  call,  at 
the  present  time,  could  not  fail  to  excite. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  H.  HICKS. 

Hon.  A.  H.  Handy, 

Commissioner  of  Mississippi. 
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Substance  of  Speech  delivered  by  Hon.  A.  H.  Handy,  Com- 
missioner to  Maryland,  at  Princess  Anne,  Maryland,  on 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1861. 

Fellow-Citizens  : 

I  appear  before  you,  as  a  Commissioner  from  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  the  home  of  my  adoption,  from  whence  I  have 
received  the  distinguished  honor  to  bear  back  to  this,  the 
land  of  my  birth,  the  message  which  she  sends  to  this  time- 
honored  State;  and  to  take  counsel  with  her,  in  relation  to 
the  protection  of  those  rights  which  were  transmitted  to  us 
by  our  fathers.  I  come  to  you,  not  to  agitate  questions  of 
party  politics;  for  such  questions  are  as  foreign  to  my  pur- 
suits in  life  as  they  are  to  the  objects  of  my  mission  ;  but 
to  present  to  you  the  course  which  the  State  of  Mississippi 
deems  it  her  duty  to  take  for  the  preservation  of  the  great 
principles  on  which  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  of 
the  States  of  this  Union  rest — principles  high  above  the 
elevation  of  any  mere  political  party,  and  immeasureably 
superior  to  the  mere  name  or  form  of  the  Government  under 
color  of  which  those  principles  are  about  to  be  trampled 
under  foot. 

In  Mississippi,  party  names  are  gone,  and  party  struggles 
ended.  We  are  rallied  from  the  outposts  to  the  citadel,  and 
with  extraordinary  unanimity;  forgetful  of  past  &nd  recent 
differences,  the  cry  is,  men  and  brethren,  luhat  must  we  do 
to  save  the  Constitution  and  defend  our  rights  ?  The 
Philistines  are  upon  us,  and  we  must  arouse  ourselves 
in  our  strength  as  one  man,  and  defend  our  liberties, 
though  we  shake  the  pillars  of  the  temple  of  this  Union, 
nay,  though  we  are  driven  to  the  dread  necessity  of  stand- 
ing with  our  feet  upon  its  revered  ruins,  in  order  to  preserve 
and  bear  aloft  the  sacred  principles  which  it  was  designed 
to  establish  and  perpetuate.  I  know  the  people  whom  I 
address.  Bone  of  their  bone,  and  flesh  of  their  flesh,  your 
prosperity  and  happiness  are  dear  to  my  heart.  I  shall 
appeal  to  your  intelligence,  and  to  that  patriotism  which 
rests  deep  in  the  heart  of  every  true  son  of  Maryland, 
which  flowed  in  the  hearts  of  our  fathers  and  led  them  to 
strike  for  liberty  and  right.  I  shall  ask  you,  by  their 
sacred  memories,  to  stand  by  those  high  principles,  and 
to  assert  and  defend,  at  all  hazards,  the  inestimable  inher- 
itance which  they  staked  their  "  lives,  their  fortunes  and 
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their  sacred  honor,"  to  secure  for  you.  Standing  upon  thi§ 
soil,  rendered  sacred  by  the  blood  of  the  revolution, 
treading  upon  the  very  ashes  of  those  who  fought  to 
achieve  it,  I  feel  that  I  may  justly  appeal  to  the  heirs  of 
their  fortunes  and  of  their  glory,  to  preserve  the  noble  prin- 
ciples which  they  established,  not  beguiled,  by  names  and 
forms,  to  sacrifice  their  essence,,  but  to  keep  the  treasure  in 
its  purity  and  power,  that  sons  of  yours  may  never  have 
to  curse  your  memories  because  you  were  unfaithful  to  the 
high  trust  committed  to  you  by  your  fathers. 

What,  then,  brings  me  before .  you,  and  whence  the 
anxiety  and  gloom  that  I  see  depicted  in  every  countenance? 

The  Government  of  this  Union  is  in  a  state  of  Re- 
volution. This  has  been  put  on  foot  and  is  already 
commenced,  by  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  as  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  upon  a  declaration  and  pledges 
of  principles  and  designs,  which  subvert  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  All  that  remains  to  render  the  revo- 
lution one  in  fact,  is  the  accession  of  him  with  his  party  to 
power,  and  the  perpetration  of  the  designs  which  he  is 
solemnly  pledged  to  carry  out,  and  which  he  was  elected  to 
accomplish.  He  has  been  elected  upon  the  openly  declared 
principle  that  an  "  irrepressible,  conflict''  exists  between 
the  Northern  and  anti-slavery  States  on  the  one  side,  and 
the  Southern  States  on  the  other,  by  which  all  the  States 
of  the  Union  must  become  either  slaveholding  or  non-slave- 
holding  States. — that  slaveholding  is  a  sin  and  a  national 
disgrace,  which  they,  of  the  Northern  States,  will  not  sub- 
mit to  bear, — that  holding  property  in  man  is  against  the 
law  of  God,  the  principles  of  our  Government,  and  the 
opinion  of  the  civilized  world,  and  will  not  be  tolerated  and 
cannot  continue  in  the  States  belonging  to  the  same  Union 
under  which  they  live.'  These  views  Abraham  Lincoln  is 
elected  to  carry  into  practice,  by  the  use  of  all  the  power 
of  his  administration;  and  for  proof  of  this,  I  refer  you 
to  the  platform  upon  which  he  was  elected,  and  the  views 
of  the  leaders  of  his  party,  and  to  a  few  of  his  declara- 
tions of  opinion,  upon  the  faith  of  which  he  was  chosen  as 
the  standard-bearer  of  his  party,  and  has  since  been  elected 
President  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  authorized  publication  of  his  speeches,  circulated 
during  the  recent  presidential  canvass,  the  speeches  from 
which  the  following  extracts  are  made,  will  be  found  : 

"  I  did  not  even  say  that  I  desired  that  slavery  should  be 
put  in  course  of  ultimate  extinction.    I  do  say  so  now, 
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however;  so  there  need  be  uo  longer  any  difficulty  about 
that.     It  may  be  written  down  in  the  great  speech." 

"  I  have  always  hated  slavery,  I  think,  as  much  as  any  ab- 
olitionist. I  have  been  an  old-line  whig,  i"  have  alivays 
hated  it:  but  I  have  always  been  quiet  about  it  until  this 
new  era  of  the  introduction  of  the  Nebraska  bill  began. 
I  always  believed  that  everybody  icas  against  it  and  that  it 
was  in  course  of  ultimate  extinction.  ' 

"  We.  are  now  far  into  the  fifth  year  since  a  policy  was 
initiated  with  the  avowed  object  and  confident  promise  of 
putting  an  end  to  slavery  agitation.  Under  the  operation 
of  that  policy,  that  agitation  has  not  only  not  ceased,  but 
has  constantly  augumented.  In  my  opinion  it  will  not  cease 
until  a  crisis  shall  have  been  reached  and  passed.  '  A  house 
divided,  against  itself  cannot  stand.'  I  believe  this  Govern- 
ment cannot  endure  permanently  half  slave  and  half  free. 
I  do  not  expect  the  Union  to  be  dissolved;  I  do  not  expect  the 
house  to  fcdl;  bid  I  do  expect  it  will  cease  to  be  divided  : 
IT  will  become  all  one  thinc  or  all  the  other. 
Either  the  opponents  of  slavery  will  arrest  the  further  spread 
of  it,  anil  place  it  where  the  public  mind  shall  rest  in  the  be- 
lief thcd  it  is  in  the  course  of  ultimate  extinction,  or  its 
advocates  will  push  it  forward  till  it  shall  become  alike 
lawful  in  all  the  States,  old  as  well  as  new,  North  as  well 
as  South."     . 

Commenting  on  this,  he  afterwards  said: 

"  I  only  said  what  I  expected  woidd  take  place.  I  made 
a  prediction  only;  it  may  have  been  a  foolish  one,  perhaps. 
I  did  not  even  say  that  I  desired  that  slavery  should  be  put 
in  course  of  ultimate  extinction.  I  do  noiv,  however;  so 
there  need  be  no  longer  any  difficulty  about  that.,} 

"  If  I  were  in  Congress,  and  a  vote  should  come  up  on  a 
question  whether  slavery  should^  be  prohibited  in  a  new 
Territory,  in  spite  of  the  Bred  Scott  decision,  I  would  vote 
that  it  should." 

"  What  I  do  say  is,  that  no  man  is  good  enough  to  govern 
another  man  without  the  other  marts  consent.  I  say  this  is 
the  leading  principle,  the  sheet  anchor  of  American  re- 
publicanism.    Our  Declaration  of  Independence  says : 

"  'We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident — that  all  men 
are  created  equal;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator 
with  certain  inalienable  rights;  that  among  these  are  life, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness;  that  to  secure  these 
rights,  governments  are  instituted  among  men,  deriving 
their  just  power  from  the  consent  of  the  governed.' 
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"  I  have  quoted  so  much  at  this  time  merely  to  show,  that 
according  to  our  ancient  faith,  the  powers  of  government 
are  derived  from  the  consent  of  the  governed.  Now,  the 
relation  of  master  and  slave  is,  pro  tanto,  a  violation  of  this 
principle.  The  master  not  only  governs  the  slave  without 
nis  consent,  but  he  governs  him  by  a  set  of  rules  altogether 
different  from  those  which  he  prescribes  for  himself.  Allow 
all  the  governed  an  equal  voice  in  the  Government;  and 
that,  and  that  only  is,  self-government." 

Thus  speaks,  Wm.  H.  Seward,  the  high  priest  of  this 
party: 

"  Thus,  these  antagonistic  systems  are  continually  coming 
into  closer  contact,  and  collision  restdts.  Shall  I  tell  you 
what  this  collision  means  ?  They  who  think  it  is  acciden- 
tal, unnecessary,  the  work  of  interested  fanatical  agitators, 
and  therefore  ephemeral,  mistake  the  case  altogether.  It  is 
an  irrepressible  conflict  between  opposing  and  endur- 
ing forces,  and  it  means  that  the  United  States  must  and 
will,  sooner  or  later,  become  entirely  a  slaveholding  nation, 
.  or  entirely  a  free-labor  nation.  Either  the  cotton  and  rice 
fields  of  South  Carolina  and  the  sugar  plantations  of  Lou- 
isiana will  ultimately  be  tilled  by  free  labor,  and  Charleston 
and  New  Orleans  become  marts  for  legitimate  merchandise 
alone,  or  else  the  rye  fields  and  wheat  fields  of  Massachu- 
setts and  New  York  must  again  be  surrendered  by  their 
farmers  to  slave  culture,  and  to  the  production  of  slaves, 
and  Boston  and  New  York  become  once  more  a  market  for 
trade  in  the  bodies  and  souls  of  men.  It  is  the  failure  to 
apprehend  this  great  truth  that  induces  so  many  unsuccessful 
attempts  at  final  compromise  between  the  slave  and  free 
States,  and  it  is  the  existence  of  this  great  fact  that  renders 
all  such  pretended  compromise,  when  made,  vain  and 
ephemeral." 

And  again : 

"  What  a  commentary  upon  the  history  of  man  is  the  fact, 
that  eighteen  years  after  the  death  of  John  Quincy  Adams, 
the  'people  have  for  their  standard-hearer  Abraham  Lincoln, 
confessing  the  obligations  of  the  higher  law,  which  the  Sage 
of  Quincy  proclaimed,  and  contending,  for  weal  or  woe,  for 
life  or  death,  in  the  irrepressible  conflict  between  freedom 
and  slavery.  I  desire  only  to  say  that  ive  are  in  the  last 
stage  of  the  conflict,  before  the  great  triumphal  inauguration 
of  this  policy  into  the  Government  of  the  United  States." 
Speaking  of  the  Dred  Scott  decision,  he  says  : 
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"  The .  people  of  the  United  States  never  can,  and  they 
never  will,  accept  principles  so  unconstitutional  and  so 
abhorrent.  Never,  never.  Let  the  Court  recede.  Whether 
it  recedes  or  not,  we  shall  reorganize  the  Court,  and  thus 
reform  its  political  sentiments  and  practices." 

"  It  is  written  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
in  violation  of  the  Divine  laiu,  that  we  shall  surrender  the 
fugitive  slave.  You  blush  not  at  these  things  because  they 
are  familiar  as  household  words." 

Listen  to  the  declarations  of  Mr.  Chase  : 

We  feel,  therefore,  that  all  legal  distinction  between 
individuals  of  the  same  community,  founded  in  any  such 
circumstances  as  color,  origin,  and  the  like,  are  hostile  to  the 
genius  of  our  institutions,  and  incompatible  with  the  true 
theory  of  American  liberty.  Slavery  and  oppression  must 
cease,  or  American  liberty  must  perish. 

"  I  embrace,  with  pleasure,  this  opportunity  of  declaring 
my  disapprobation  of  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which 
denies  to  a  portion  of  the  colored  people  the  right  of  suff- 
rage. 

"  True  democracy  makes  no  inquiry  about  the  color  of  the 
skin  or  place  of  nativity,  or  other  similar  circumstance  or 
condition.  I  regard,  therefore,  the  exclusion  of  the  colored 
people,  as  a  body,  from  the  elective  franchise,  as  incompati- 
ble with  true  democratic  principles." 

"  For  myself,  I  am  ready  to  renew  my  pledge,  and  I  will 
venture  to  speak  in  behalf  of  my  co-workers,  that  we  will 
go  straight  on,  without  faltering  or  wavering,  until  every 
vestige  of  oppression  shall  be  erased  from  the  statute-books 
— until  the  sun,  in  all  its  journey  from  the  utmost  eastern 
horizon  through  the  mid-heaven,  till  he  sinks  behind  the 
western  bed,  shall  not  behold  the  foot-print  of  a  single 
slave  in  all  our  broad  and  glorious  land." 

Hear  what  the  platform  of  the  Chicago  Convention  says: 

"7.  That  the  new  dogma,  that  the  Constitution,  of  its 
own  force,  carries  slavery  into  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  is  a  dangerous  political  heresy,  at  variance  with  the 
explicit  provisions  of  that  instrument  itself,  with  cotempo- 
raneous  exposition,  and  with  legislative  and  judicial 
precedent;  is  revolutionary  in  its  tendency,  and  subversive 
of  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  country." 

And  this  is  said  with  reference  to  a  solemn  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  Dred  Scott 
case,  which  is  treated  as  a  mere  dogma,  and  denounced  as  a 
political  heresy ! 
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These  extracts  are  sufficient  to  show  the  principles  and 
purposes  of  the  party  about  to  be  placed  in  power  over  the 
rierhts  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  the  States  of  this 
Union. 

.  I  need  not  consume  time  to  show  this  intelligent  people, 
that  our  right  to  hold  slaves  is  justified  by  the  Law  of 
God — that  it  is  distinctly  recognised  and  provided  for  in 
the  Constitution,  laws  and  treaties  of  the  United  States, 
and  sanctioned  by  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States — that  this  right  cannot  be  violated  with- 
out a  subversion  of  the  Constitution  and  a  destruction  of 
the  property  of  the  people  of  the  Southern  States,  especially 
the  cotton  growing  States,  absolutely  indispensable  to  their 
prosperity,  nay,  their  existence,  and  which  would  lead  to 
their  degradation  and  ruin.  But  let  us  see  by  what  means 
these  wicked  and  profligate  men — who  regard  not  the  law 
of  God,  and  would  lay  their  ruthless  hands  upon  the  Con- 
stitution—holding that  there  is  a  higher  morality  than  the 
Word  of  God,  a  higher  law  than  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  a  paramount  rule  of  property  under 
the  Constitution  to  that  declared  by  the  Supreme  Court — 
would  accomplish  their  infamous  purposes: 

1.  Slavery  is  to  be  abolished  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
forts,  arsenals,  &c.  of  the  United  States,  and  the  citizen  of 
a  Southern  State  prohibited  from  taking  his  slave  property 
to  the  common  territory  of  the  United  States — thus  dis- 
criminating against  his  property,  and  degrading  him  below 
the  citizen  of  the  non-slaveholding  State,  in  clear  violation 
of  his  right  of  equality  in  the  exercise  of  his  right  of  pro- 
perty guarantied  by  the  Constitution. 

2.  The  slave-trade  between  the  States  is  to  be  abol- 
ished, thereby  preventing  the  exportation  of  slaves  from 
the  old  Southern  States,  until  their  increase  shall  become 
an  evil,  and  compel  their  emancipation,  and  thus  abolitionize 
those  States. 

3.  To  repeal  the  laws  against  incendiary  publications,  to 
incite  slaves  to  insurrection  and  bloodshed,  and  to  pass 
new  laws  to  protect  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  prints, 
addressed  to  slaves  and  slaveholding  communities,  to  teach 
slaves  their  right  of  liberty,  and  thus  render  them  so  dan- 
gerous to  the  lives  of  the  white  population  as  to  compel 
their  emancipation. 

Thus  the  right  of  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  South- 
ern States  is  to  be  assailed  and  destroyed — the  Constitution 
violated — the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  law? 
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of  Congress  spumed — citizens  of  the  slaveholding  States 
insulted,  outraged  and  condemned  to  disgraceful  punishment 
for  exercising  their  Undoubted  Constitutional  rights.  These 
purposes  have  been  time  and  again  avowed  by  the  leaders 
of  the  party  of  Lincoln,  and,  so  far  as  they  had  the  power, 
have  been  put  into  practice.  And  now,  in  the  ominous  lan- 
guage of  Mr.  Seward,  which  I  have  quoted,  "  ioe  are  in  the 
last  stage  of  the  conflict,  before  the  great  triumphal  inau- 
guration of  this  policy  into  the  Government  of  the  United 
States."  The  party  has  triumphed  at  the  ballot  box,  the 
verdict  of  the  people  has  been  pronounced  according  to  the 
forms  of  the  Constitution,  and  they  claim  it  as  a  solemn 
sanction  of  their  avowed  designs,  and  only  await  the  time 
fixed  by  the  Constitution  to  take  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  fulfil  their  pledges,  and  execute  the  popular  will 
constitutionally  declared, 

Nothing  but  the  most  unpardonable  credulity  could  war- 
rant the  belief  that  these  men  will  shrink  from  their  pledges. 
They  are  cool-headed  men,-  who  have  pursued  their  object 
for  years,  amidst  the  scorn  and  obloquy  of  all  right-minded 
men;  and  now,  when  they  are  flushed  with  success,  with  the 
means  of  execution  in  their  power,  with  all  the  emolument.- 
of  the  Government  within  their  grasp,  and  with  their  rapa- 
cious hordes  at  their  heels  crying  for  the  spoils,  and  their 
infatuated  followers  demanding  the  execution  of  their  unholy 
pledges,  would  it  not  be  the  most  criminal  delusion  to  act 
upon  the  belief  that  they  will  not  execute  their  diabolical 
behests  ?  Let  them  have  the  purse  and  the  sword  of  this 
Government,  and  we  shall  quickly  see  how  true  they  will 
be  to  their  base  pledges,  unless  arrested  by  the  strong  arms 
and  brave  hearts  of  the  people'  of  the  South.  Is  it  the 
part  of  wisdom  and  safety  to  permit  them  to  get  possession 
of  this  formidable  power,  having  dominion  over  us;  and 
to  trust  to  their  forbearance  not  to  use  it  to  our  oppression? 
Some  say  we  should  Wait  for  "  overt  acts;"  but  whence  the 
wisdom  of  such  delay?  If  we  are  satisfied  that  they  will 
carry  out  their  pledges,  why  place  ourselves  within  their 
power,  and  then  trust  to  the  mercy  of  men  who  go  into 
power  trampling  under  foot  laws,  courts,  constitution,  and 
the  Word  of  God  ?  It  would  be  madness  to  trust  to  their 
sense  of  justice,  or  to  their  respect  for  the  constitution. 
The  stake  is  too  great  to  be  entrusted  to  the  moral  sense  of 
infidels  and  barbarians.  We  must  protect  it  ourselves,  by 
acting  from  abundant  caution.  We  must  treat  the  Govern- 
ment,  as  it  in  fact  is,  in  a  state  of  revolution,  by  the  elevation 
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of  a  party  upon  tlw  prostration  of  the  Constitution;  and 
never  submit  ourselves  to  its  dominion,  until  we  have  our 
rights  so  fully,  clearly  and  effectively  secured,  as  to  be 
beyond  all  possible  danger  from  the  wicked  men  who  will 
come  into  possession  of  the  places  and  power  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. Any  other  course  than  this  will,  in  all  human 
probability,  place  us  in  a  condition  of  great  disadvantage, 
from  which  we  will  not  be  able  to  extricate  ourselves  with- 
out great  difficulty  and  much  suffering. 

These  fell  purposes  do  not  rest  entirely  or  principally, 
upon  fanaticism,  for  their  motive.  Yankee  lust  for  gain 
and  for  the  emoluments  of  the  Government,  first  gave  rise 
to  the  party,  and  still  continues  to  animate  the,  efforts  of 
the  chief  conspirators  against  the  Constitution.  Finding 
that,  under  the  true  principles  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
rightful  operations  of  the  Government,  its  honors  and 
emoluments  were  beyond  the  reach  of  their  friends,  at  the 
North,  the  originators  of  the  party  conceived  the  scheme 
of  getting  recruits  to  their  strength  by  abolitionising  the 
agricultural  States  of  the  West.  It  appears  that  they  have 
been  eminently  successful  in  this,  by  blinding  them  to  their 
true  designs  and  appealing  to  their  fanatical  feelings  and 
Yankee  proclivities.  The  same  purpose  is  entertained  towards 
the  Southern  border  States,  but  not  to  be  accomplished  by  the 
same  means.  With  them  the  policy  is  one  of  compulsion — 
to  make  slavery  an  evil  by  interfering  with  its  benefits,  and 
to  bring  about  its  abolition.  If  this  effort  succeeds,  the 
abolition  States  would  be  increased  to  such  a  number,  as  to 
give  them  the  complete  power  of  the  Government,  for  hon- 
ors, offices  and  emoluments,  to  be  wielded  at  discretion, 
enabling  them  to  make  whatever  amendments  to  the  Consti- 
tution they  thought  fit.  Against  these  designs  the  cotton 
States  of  the  South  have  ever  stood  firm  and  immovable, 
because  slavery  was  and  is  indispensable  to  their  subsistence. 
Yet  the  abolition  hopes  and  efforts  have  not  been  relaxed 
as  to  the  other  slave  States.  If  they  can  be  gained  to  abo- 
lition, the  purpose  of  the  conspirators  against  the  vital 
principles  of  the  Constitution,  will  be  accomplished — they 
will  have  the  power  to  transform  the  Government  to  the 
oppression  of  the  slaveholding  States  without  restriction, 
and  will  destroy  the  chief  glory  of  the  Constitution,  which 
is  to  protect  the  minority  against  the  arbitrary  'power  of  the 
majority.  Once  admitted,  the  principle  may  be  applied 
whenever  the  fanaticism,  avarice  or  lust  of  power  of  our 
masters  may  see  fit  to  exercise  it;  and  our  property,  our 
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rights,  our  'honor,  our  family  altars,  our  wives  and  our 
children,  are  at  their  arbitrary  will.  The  glorious  Con- 
stitution of  our  fathers  becomes  the  most  grinding  of  des- 
potisms, and  the  more  so,  because,  though  fair  and  just  in 
form,  it  is  in  practice  a  cheat  and  a  fraud. 

That  it  is  a  cardinal  purpose  of  this  party  about  to  be 
elevated  to  power,  to  destroy  this  crowning  glory  of  the 
Constitution,  by  which  the  rights  of  the  minority  are  'pro- 
tected against  the  power  of  the  majority,  is  most  manifest 
from  the  whole  tenor  of  their  doctrines;  and  the  avowal  of 
such  a  doctrine  as  a  principle  upon  which  the  new  adminis- 
tration is  to  come  into  power,  is  itself  the  proclamation  of 
a  revolution  in  the  Government. 

And  now,  fellow-citizens,  what  must  we  do  in  this  solemn 
crisis  ?  Every  principle  of  safety,  of  patriotism,  of  honor, 
impels  us  to  action — to  prompt,  decisive,  radical  action. 
And,  first,  let  me  tell  you  what  we  of  Mississippi  think  we 
ought  not  to  do,  to  protect  our  Constitutional  rights. 

1.  We  ought  not  to  rely  on  Congressional  action,  and  new 
securities  to  be  obtained  thereby.  Two  committees  have 
been  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  crisis  in 
public  affairs  and  to  devise  means  of  protection — a  com- 
mittee of  thirty-three  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  a  committee  of  thirteen  of  the  Senate.  The  former 
has  been  at  work  for  several  weeks,  engaged  in  trifling 
and  immaterial  matters,  carefully  avoiding  the  questions 
which  constitute  the  grounds  of  our  grievances.  It  was 
raised  at  the  instance  of  one  of  the  most  vindictive  enemies 
of  our  constitutional  rights,  who  appears  to  have  become 
alarmed  at  the  spirit  of  resistance  manifested  by  our  people; 
willing  to  hold  out  the  delusive  hope  that  something  will  be 
done  by  this  committee  for  our  security,  and  thereby  pre- 
vent that  action  at  our  hands  which  the  plainest  dictates  of 
self-protection  demand.  It  is  composed  of  birds  of  every 
feather,  whose  agreement  upon  any  plan  at  all  adequate  to 
secure  our  rights,  is  next  to  impossible;  and  if  any  vital 
and  practical  test  of  the  questions  at  issue  between  us  arid 
our  enemies  is  pressed  for  its  action  it  will  instantly  explode. 
It  is  a  miserable  cheat,  got  up  to  prevent  energetic  action 
on  the  part  of  the  Southern  States,  and  to  eke  out  the  valu- 
able time  for  action  between  this  and  the  4th  March, 
when  they  will  be  quietly  committed  to  the  dominion  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  then  the  labors  and  the  purpose  of 
this  committee  will  be  completed. 
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The  Senate  committee  originated  in  better  faith.  It  was 
raised  at  the  instance  of  a  Southern  man,  and  doubtless 
with  the  patriotic  desire  to  give  peace  to  the  country  and 
security  to  our  rights.  But  it  is  also  composed  of  dis- 
cordant materials,  and  it  would  have  been  useless  if  it  had 
not  contained  representatives  from  those  States,  where  our 
rights  and  the  Constitution  are  most  boldly  assailed;  for, 
without  their  assent,  all  measures  of  settlement  would  be 
nugatory.  Its  venerable  and  patriotic  chairman  (Mr.  Crit- 
tenden,) has  labored  faithfully  to  effect  a  settlement,  de- 
manding nothing  but  our  clear  and  unquestionable  rights, 
and  conceding  much  of  principle  and  of  settled  right  on 
our  part,  which  nothing  but  reverence  .for  the  Union  could 
even  for  a  moment  reconcile  us  to  yielding.  In  his  over- 
weening love  for  the  Union,  and  desire  to  avert  its  dissolu- 
tion, -he  has  even  yielded  our  clear  and  settled  constitu- 
tional right  to  take  our  slaves  to  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  north  of  36  deg.  30  min.,  a  surrender  with- 
out equivalent,  and  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  reconcile 
with  duty  and  principle.  Yet  the  offer  has  been  made;  and 
what  is  the  result?  On  the  22d  December,  the  propositions 
of  Mr.  Crittenden  came  up  in  the  committee,  and  were 
earnestly  opposed  by  the  four  Black  Republican  members, 
Wade,  Doolittle,  Callamer  and  Grimes.  They  declared 
that  "  these  questions  Iwxl  been  settled  by  the  'people  at  the 
late  Presidential  election]'  and  that  "  they  had  no  concessions 
to  make  or  offer." 

Thus  this  party  spurns  all  settlements.  The  country  is 
enveloped  in  gloom — a  great  political  earthquake  shakes 
the  land  to  its  centre— a  sovereign  State  has  withdrawn 
from  the  Union — the  pillars  of  the  Government  are  totter- 
ing on  their  base — and  yet  nothing  shakes  the  vile  purpose 
of  this  reckless  party.  They  not  only  make  no  effort  to 
avert  the  calamities  which  threaten  the  destruction  of  the 
Government,  but  when  we  ask  that  our  plain  rights 
should  be  recognised,  &nd  that  we  should  be  permitted  to 
enjoy  them  under  the  protection  of  that  Constitution  which 
our  fathers  transmitted  to  us,  we  are  met  by  the  infamous 
response,  it  has  been  settled  by  the  people  at.  the  ballot  box 

that  YOU  SHALL  NOT  HAVE  YOUR  EIGHTS  UNDER  THE  CON- 
STITUTION— this  has  been  settled  by  the  verdict  of  the  ■people, 
and  is  not  now  to  be  questioned — nothing  remains  to  us  bid 
to  carry  it  into  execution— -u  we  have  no  concessions  to 

MAKE  OR  TO  OFFER.'' 
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3  impossible  for  the  patriotic  men  of  ^»™£g to 
any  thing  which  will  secure  our  rights  at  the  hands  ot 
nemiesof  the  Constitution,  and  upon  which  we  may 
e  a  uch  a  settlement  of  our  grievances  as  we  must 
nfl  and  obtain  Their  efforts  will  be  in  yam,  and  the 
ft^°5SV  them  and  all  «W^ 
fiipnts  vain  and  futile  to  the  protection  of  our  rights. 
fs hall  then  £e  for  aught  of  good  we  shall  derive  from 

thL      aswe  now  are;  and  be  quietly  committed  to 
ende?  mercies  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  his  cohorts 

reasonable  naii,  therefore,  can  believe  that  our  rights 
be properly  and  securely  settled  by  Congressional  com- 

hManv  persons  favor  a  general  convention  V  all  the 
leSi- States,  as  the  mode  of  protecting  our  rig  its. 
to  ths  there  are  grave,  if  not  insuperable  objections. 
h  ?hP  fiUt olace   there  is  not  time  to  take  the  necessary 
^  t  hold  sSh  a  Convention,  and  to  allowit  time  to-act, 

Several  ^Legislatures  would  have  to  convene,™ 
teplfMegafes,  or  to  call  conventions  tc .appoint 
BUtes  to  such  a  general  convention.  This^ouiare 
[rf  coiis  demble  time.  Then  the  convention  when 
embled  would  necessarily  be  at  a  late  day  before  the  4th 
Teh  and  a  yery  brief  time  allowed  for  determining  upon 
&^«^e^-to^^^  before  tbat  day;  and 
Re  anMavery  States  would  not  have  time  to  act  upon 
1 Propositions.  But  several  of  the  States  could  not  be 
XS  n  such  a  convention.    The  Governors  of  Mary 

S  and  of  Texas  refuse  ^^^^^^^^ 
Lr  States  manifest  an  indisposition  to  take  any  step 
wards  an  authoritative  expression  of  the  wil coheir 
Erie  If  such  a  convention  were  assembled,  at  a  ate 
av  there  is  no  probability  of  its  determining  upon  a  plan 
^'ecme  our  coLitutional  rights  before  the  4th  March; 
rT  imidi  to  be  lamented,  that  several  of  them  appear 
o  be  mort  reluctant  to  take  any  steps  to  preserve  their  com 

feS*  of'the  utmost  ™V^™***^™«Z 
mS  The  party  elected  and  pledged  to  subvert  the  Con- 
Eon  to  our  oppression  and  degradation,  is  to  be  installed 
n\o  powe?  on  tKth  March.  £  just  regard  for  our  rights 
and  oCsafety  in  asserting  them,  demands  that  we  should 
be  in  a  position  independent  of  their  dominion,  before  that 
time;    S  our  rights  under  the  Constitution,  and  ma 
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position  to  maintain  and  defend  them,  freed  from  tl|s; 
yolvements  and  obligations  of  the  Union,  if  denTed  1 
is  a  high  and  sacred  duty-nothing  less   than  the 'M 

& 7°Z:°n\  ]lT  W°rS0f  ^reat  ma^tude,  and 
little    time,   at  best,   is  allowed  to  perform  it  pro/ 
Hence  where  somuch  is  at  stake,  it  would  be  folly  to" 
upon  the  uncertain  and  problematical  expedient  of  a  eei* 
convention  of: the  Southern  States  as  the  mode  of  all 
ESSES*  ^  timeb^Mo- Position  shalj 

„?Ut  ?iS  m°de  °f  a  2eneral  convention,  appears  t ht 
proposed  as  a  means  of  redress  within  the  ConstiMio^ 
the  United  States.  As  such  it  is  highly  questionable  h 
the  means  of  protection  determined  upon  by  su  h  a' J 
vention  to  be  required  of  the  non-slaveholding States  ccb 
have  any  virtue,  it  would  be  on  the  ground  that  the  $ 
adopting  it  had  agreed  among  themselves,  that  if  their'tc 
mands  were  not  acceded  to,  they  would  witdraw  from    1 

mlT^J      *    Sm^1  S  ar£ument>  there  would  bey! 
httle  force  or  efficacy  in  the  demands  of  such  a  convent!11 

£ t'L-    ^  ltTsTc!iaracter»  such  a  mode  of  redress  can* 
m  taken  m  the  Union  and  consistently  with  the  Const] 
tion,  which   prohibits   any  State  from  <<  entering  into  9 
agreement  or  compact  with  another  State,"  Art  1  sec 
It  is,  therefore,  either  ineffectual  as.  an  agreement  to  pro! 
themselves  against  the  wrongs  of  a  subverted  Constftut  ( 

F.llnw  rv  atl0n+1°f  thG  Prohibiti™  of  the  Constitutic 
.bellow-Citizens,  there  is  no  hope  from  Congressional  t 

of  rights  and  resolves  of  resistance.  We  must  act  It  t 
nec^ty  forced  upon  us.     The  alternative  T^W 

v^l:F^:dCnef'ffg  deSp°tism' t0  be  -i^ed  upon  t 
ruins  of  the  Constitution  ;  or,  resistance  to  the  wicked  d 

minion  over  us  By  the  acts  and  proclamations  of  the  en 
E°n  XVTJghtS'-  *  Pni0n  »  ™tually  dissolved-tl, 
Si  +  T  ^j)ro.ken  in  ^  Aversion  of  the  Co 

of  ttZ  tffnT  de^ra1datl0n  and  oppression.  In  every  stag 
of  these  efforts,  we  have  warned  their  authors  of  the  ii 

expostulations,  have  been  alike  disregarded  ;  and  with  a  re< 
olution  worthy  of  a  better  cause,  they  fee  advanced  t 
the  end  and  now  they  stand  in  the  act  of  seizing  the  1, 

theTntr?eCUte?0  jUdgrnt  °f  their  followed  agaks 
the  Constitution  and  our  rights.  We  are  compelled  to  act 
We  must  arrest  this  unholy  judgment  by  vigorous  and  effec 
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„  action.    And  the  momentous  question  forces  itself  upon 
i— how  shall  we  act  for  our  protection?  ■ 
Two  modes  are  presented.     The  first  is,  revolution  and 
distance  to  the  Government  by  force,  in  the  Union,     lo 
lis,  there  are  most  weighty  objections,  which  I  will  merely 
dvert  to.    First,  it  implies  that  the  resistance  is  to  rightjul 
uthonty;  and,  therefore,  the  Government  would  have  the 
io-ht  to  employ  force  to  suppress  it.     Such  a  course  might 
le  proper  to  effect  a  revolution  in  the  existing  government 
M  establish  a  new  one,  but  not  as  a  means  of  obtaining 
ur  rights  under  that   Government.     Secondly,  it  implies 
hat  there  is  no  other  adequate  remedy  or  means  of  safety, 
hit  in  force.    But  this  is  plainly  contrary  to  the  spirit  ot 
he  Union.     Its  founders  never  supposed  that  the  rights 
Cuaranteed  by  the  Constitution  were  to  be  preserved  by 
orce.     It  was  formed  upon  the  principle  of  "  promoting  the 
lomestic  tranquility"  of  its  members  ;  and  if  the  rights  con- 
templated had  to  be  preserved  by  force,  that  would  itself  be 
i  most  effectual  dissolving  of  the  Union.     The  remedy  is 
fuicidal,  and  destructive  of  the  genius  of  the  Constitution, 
rhirdlv   it  is  practically  absurd  to  suppose  that  the  Union 
jould  be  preserved,  or  the  rights  of  the  citizens  secured 
gainst  the  power  of  the  Government,  by  force  and  rebel- 
Eon     The  admission  of  such  a  remedy  would  necessarily 
convert  the  successful  Government  into  a  despotism  on  the 
hand,  or  otherwise  produce  anarchy  and  lawlessness  irom 
the  repetitions  of  successful  resistance  to  all  obnoxious  acts 
and  measures  of  the  Government. 

Both  in  principle  ann  in  practical  effect,  therefore,  this 
remedy  cannot  be  justified.  ; 

The  only  remaining  mode  of  protection  is,  the  peaceable 
withdrawal  of  each  State  by  itself  from  the  Union,  and  a 
resumption  of  the  sovereign  powers  delegated  by  the  tetates 
in  the  Constitution,  commonly  called  secession;  and  this  is 
the  course  which  the  State  of  Mississippi  has  determined  to 

adopt.  ,  c  .     . 

Fellow-Citizens,  I  know  that  the  very  name  of  secession  is 
unwelcome  to  the  ears  of  many  whom  I  now  address,  as  sy- 
nonymous with  treason  and  rebellion.  I  know  how  this 
people  venerate  the  Union  their  fathers  made,  and  how  their 
patriotic  feelings  have  been  stirred  up  in  prejudice  of  the 
purposes  of  those  who  have  proposed  secession  as  a  neces- 
sary means  of  protecting  our  rights.  But  I  trust  yon .love 
those  rights  and  principles  which  the  Union  was  instituted 
to  secure,  far  above  the  mere  form  of  their  enjoyment—that 
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dear  as  the  form  is  to  your  hearts,  you  will  never  sacrific 
to  it  the  more  precious  substance;  and  that  you  dare  follow 
wherever  principle  and  patriotism  may  lead,  in  the  defens  | 
of  the  great  essential  rights  which,  our  fathers  fought  to  ei 
tnblish,  and  left  us  to  guard  and  maintain  for  ourselves  an  | 
for  our  posterity. 

I  have  already  shown  you  the  necessity  which  constrain 
us  to  take  some  extraordinary  course  to  defend  our  rights 
Permit  me  now,  fellow-citizens,  to  trespass  upon  your  pji 
tience  while  I  advert  very  briefly  to  some  of  the  consider? 
tions  which  induce  the  State  of  Mississippi  to  withdraw  fror 
the  Union,  as  a  matter  of  right,  of  high  principle,  and  a [ 
the  only  adequate  protection  to  rights,  far  above  the  mer 
name  and  form  of  the  Union.  Time  will  not  permit  me  tJ 
take  more  than  a  cursory  view  of  this  great  question. 

In  the  first  place,  we  believe  it  to  be  a  matter  of  right,  ii 
any  State,  to  withdraw  from  the  Union,  whenever  the  Cod 
stitution  has  been,  or  thero  is  just  ground  to  believe,  wil 
be,  subverted,  and  that  the  Union  will  be  used  as  a  mean 
to  her  oppression,  and  to  the  destruction  of  the  rights  whicJ 
are  recognized  in  the  Constitution. 

This  right  plainly  results  from  the  rights  and  poweri 
which  the  several  States  had  when  they  formed  the  Consti 
tution,  and  which  they  did  not  surrender  in  the  Constitu 
tion,  and  from  the  nature  and  purposes  of  the  Union  estab 
lished  by  the  Constitution. 

When  this  Union  was  formed  ihe  several  States  wer< 
11  free  and  independent "  States.  Each  was  clothed  with  al 
the  powers  of  a  sovereign  State,  and  as  such  participated  ii 
the  formation  of  the  Constitution,  and  afterwards,  each  foi 
herself,  adopted  it  as  the  bond  and  compact  of  union  witli 
the  others.  By  the  Constitution,  these  soveJeign  States  es! 
tablisheda  federal  head,  or  government,  to  represent  themSt 
certain  particular  respects  and  relations  ;  and  to  that  end 
"  delegated  "  to  it  certain  specified  powers.  It  was  distinct 
ly  agreed  and  understood  in  the  formation  of  the  Constitu 
tion,  that  all  the  rights  and  powers  not  delegated  by  it  t( 
the  federal  head  nor  prohibited  to  the  States,  were  retained^ 
and  reserved  to  the  several  States,  as  though  the  ConstituJ 
tion  had  not  been  formed.  Yet  so  jealous  of  this  principle 
were  the  States,  that  immediately  upon  its  adoption,  its  dis 
tinct  recognition  was  incorporated  as  an  amendment  to  the| 
Constitution.  It  is,  therefore,  perfectly  clear  that— as  to  all 
the  powers  which  the  several  States  had  before  the  adoption 
of  this  Constitution,  and  which  were  not  therein  delegated 
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I)  the  Federal  Government  nor  prohibited  to  the  States — 
sach  State  continued  to  be  a  sovereign  and  independent  State, 
\i  all  intents  and  purposes. 

Now,  when  this  Union  was  formed,  the  principle  set  forth 
1 1  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  in  full  force  and 
ecognized  as  a  fundamental  doctrine  by  all  the  States-"that 
whenever  any  foim  of  government  becomes  destructive  of  the 
a|nds  for  which  it  was  established,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people 
j  a  alter  or  abolish  it,  and  to  institute  a  new  Government,  lay- 
ing its  foundation  on  such  principles,  and  organizing  its  pow- 
ers in  such  form,  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  likely  to  effect 
;(heir  safety  and  happiness.'7    It  was  upon  this  high  princi- 
ple that  the  States  were  declared  ?  free  and  independent 
tptates,"  and  came  into  being  as  such.     And  the  basis  prin- 
ciple upon  which  all  republican  Governments  rest,  and  es- 
pecially those  of  these  States,  is,  that ^  Governments  '^derive 
lifheir  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed."    As- 
suredly the  force  of  these  great  principles  was  never  intend- 
ed to  be  impaired  in  the  formation  of  the  Constitution  of 
fche  United  States,    If  not,  they  fully  justify  the  right  for 
iwhich  we  contend.    If  the  right  to  alter  or  abolish  a  gov- 
i.3rnment,  whenever  it  becomes  destructive  of  the  ends  for 
h  which -it  was  created,  was  surrendered  by  the  States  in  the 
formation  of  the   Constitution,  I  ask  to  be  pointed  to  the 
plause  of  that  instrument  which  shows  it ,    It  contains  no 
provision  which  expressly  or  impliedly  can  have  such  an  ef- 
fect.   Am  I  referred  to  the  article  authorizing  amendments 
and  providing  the  mode  in  which  they  shall  be  made  ?  This 
clearly  do«s  not  impair  the  right  "  to  alter  or  abolish  7  a  gov- 
ernment,  " and  to  institute*  a  new  Government"  set  forth  in 
the  Declaration  of  Independence.    It  has  reference  to  the 
continuation  of  the  Government,  and  to  such  alterations  as 
might  be  found  necessary  by  time  and  experience,  if  it  re- 
mained perpetual  \  and  not  to   an  obligation  never  to  abol- 
ish or  abandon  it,  or  to  form  a  new  Government.    Similar 
provisions  are  contained  in  the  State  Constitutions  ;  but  tjiey 
have  never  been  held  to  debar  the  exercise  of  the  sovereign 
right  of  the  people  of  the  State  to  form  a  new  Constitution 
in  a  different  mode  from  that  prescribed  in  them. 
|   But  it  may  be  impracticable  to  amend  the  Constitution  in 
the  mode  prescribed,  by  reason  of  surrounding  circumstance, 
and  the  growth  of  usurpations  ;  or  it  my  have  become  per- 
verted to  the  destruction  of  the  rights  intended  to  be  secured 
by  it  when  made,  beyond  remedy  by  amendment  in  the  mode 
prescribed.    It  is  clear  that  the  right  of  amendment  could 
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never  apply  to  such  a  case ;  and  that  is  the  condition  i 
which  the  Southern  States  are  now  placed.  In  such  circur 
stances,  we  have  the  Declaration  of  Independence  for  a 
thority,  ■--  that  it  is  the  right,  it  is  their  duty,  to  throw  off  sin 
Government  and  to  provide  new  guards  for  their  future  s 
curity." 

Am  I  referred  to  the  preamble  to  the  Constitution, 
daring  its  purpose  to  be  "  to  form  a  more  perfect  union\ 
There  is  nothing  in  that  to  warrant  the  idea,  that  the  unic 
was  to  be  indissoluble,  notwithstanding  it  might  be  pervei 
ed  to  the  destruction  of  all  the  rights  intended  to  be  secure 
by  it.  If  so,  it  established  a  despotism,  and  annihilated  a 
the  principles  upon  which  the  Declaration  of  Independent 
is  based. 

Am  I  asked  to  show  where  the  right  of  secession  is  four, 
in  the  Constitution  ?    1  answer,  it  was  not  necessary  to  i 
existence  that  it  should  be  specified  in  that  instrument.  Ti 
States  did  not  derive  their  powers  from  the  Constitutio:  I 
Its  purpose   was  not   to  specify  the   rights  retained,  but 
enumerate   those  delegated  by  them   to  the  Federal  Gover 
ment.    Hence  if  a  right  which  existed  in  a  State  at  the  fo 
mation  of  the  Constitution,  does  not  appear  to  be  "  enume 
ated  "  among  the  "  delegated  "  powers  conferred  on  the  Go 
ernment,  in  the  Constitution,  it  is  reserved  and  remains  £ 
the  State.    It  is  thus  that  all  the  numerous  rights  and  po\ 
ers  of  civil  administration  in  the  several  States,  and  whit 
are  not  reserved  by  enumeration  in  the  Constitution  of  tli  | 
United  States,  wereretained  and  are  exercised  by  the  State 
Hence  it  devolves  upon  those  wlfo  claim  that  this  high  poi 
er,  this  invaluable  right,  was  given  up  by  the  several  Stat  | 
in  the  Constitution,  to  point  out  where  and  how  this  ws  | 
done;  and  if  they  fail  to  do  so,  it  appears  to  be  impossib 
to  escape  the  conclusion,  that  it  is  still  retained  by  the  Stat  | 
severally,  to  be  exercised  whenever  in  their  discretion  the  I 
protection  and  safety  demand  it. 

In  vain  do  we  search  the  Constitution  to  find  anything : 
opposition  to  this  fundamental  right  of  American  libert; 
And  even  if  it  had  been  there  given  up  in  terms,  it  is  in 
nature  inalienable,  as  is  clearly  declared  in  the  Declaraticj 
of  Independence  ;  and  the  surrender  would  be  void. 

If  we  look  to  the  situation  of  the  States  when  the  Uni 
was  formed,  and  the  purposes  they  had  in  View  in  formi: 
it,  we  find  nothing  that  sanctions  the  idea  of  an  indissoluble 
union.  It  was  made  by  sovereign  States  for  specific  purp" 
ses,  and  with  few  and  strictly  limited  powers  conferred  upqj 
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i  great  mass  of  powers,  in  which  the  great  interests 
people  of  the  States  were  mostly  involved,  being  re- 
by  them.  If  it  were  dissolved,  the  great  principles 
shed  by  the  revolution,  would  not  perish.  Sovereign 
would  still  have  the  rights  and  liberties  achieved  by 
I  of  Independence,  and  be  capable  of  "instituting  a 
vernment,  laying  its  foundation  on  such  principles 
ranizing  its  powers  in  such  form,  as  to  them  shall 
ost  likely  to  effect  their  safety  and  happiness." 
t  is  manifest  from  the  pravisions  of  the  Constitution, 
ory  in  the  Convention  which  framed  it,  and  in  the 
conventions  which  adopted  it,  that  it  was  never  in- 
that  the  States  should  be  irrevocably  bound  to  sub- 
it,  under  any  and  all  circumstances  ;  but  that  their 
I  resume  their  sovereign  powers  and  absolve  them- 
rom  its  operation,  was  clearly  recognized,  and  that 

I  against  the  necessity  for  exercising  that  right,  was 
she  especial  objects  of  its  framers. 

ffi,  first,  apparent  from  the  terms  of  the  10th  amend- 
jiat  the  powers  are  u  delegated,"  not  granted  or  sur- 
|.    This  is  not  language  inconsiderately  employed. 
'idopted  after  the  most  careful  consideration  of  its 
by  able  men  in  the  State  Conventions  which  adopted 
'stitution,  who  well  understood  the  force  of  the  lan- 
|5edj  and  introduced  with,  full  deliberation,  to  give 
jal  import.    Hence  its  sense  is  not  to  be  mistaken— 
•powers  were  not  irrevocably  parted  with  by  the 
'•utwere  "delegated''  to  the  United  States,  to  be 
'their  agent ;  and  this  clearly  implies  the  right  to 
5  hem  when  the  States  should  deem  it  necessary. 
*  Convention  of  Virginia,  the  resolutions  adopting 
stitution  declare,   "that  the  powers  granted  under 
stitution,  being  derived  from  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
te, be  resumed  by  them  whensoever  the  same  shall 
Ited  to  their  injury  and  oppression."    By  the  words 

II  of  the  United  States  "  here  used,  is  plainly  meant, 
.  5  of  the  States  composing  the  United  States. 

1  Convention  which  framed  the  Constitution,  Mr. 
I  spoke  of  the  coercion  of  Federal  laws,  that  "it 

hduce  a  dissolution  of  the  Unim"  2  Madison  papers 
r.  Madison  said,  "  it  would  probably  be  considered 
trty  attacked  (the  State)  as  a  dissolution  of  all  pre- 
ipacts  by  which  it  might  be  bound.  lb.  761.  Mr. 
i  made  similar  declarations  in  the  Convention  of 
K,  2  Elliott's  debates,  232. 
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f01?n  addition  to  this  evidence,  the 9B*tf& ^ 

he.?fdo7ot  hesitate  to  say,  ^«f  J^? 
s;tntM  refuse  wilfully  and  deliberately,  to  cairy  in 
tht  i  ariof  til  Constitution  which  respects  the  res 
ofluStive  slaves,  the  South  would  no  longer  be 
obs^e  the  compact.     A  bargain  broken  on  one 

JehSfseovereign  powers,  must  ^the  prmc.p 
Declaration  of  Independence ;  deny  the  right  01  v 
8  Ser  or  abolish  th'eir  gP™^^?  ggfe? 
deny  that  the  government  fJ^^J^ 
rlplecrated  powers  derived  from  the  btates  wuw; 
adoS  itCd  assert  that  its  powers  are  inherent 
fnWthat  it  ^  the  great  centre   and  -ice 

S  the  States  are  mere  dependencies  of   he  Fed, 
ernment,  occupying  the  same  relation t it  as^olo 
the  parent  country  or  counties  to  a  btate.     now 
the  views  of  the  patriots  who  fiwufcgf  those 
ted  the  Constitution,  the  history  of  these  even . 
teTedieh^glaiiced  at,  will  upon  Ml  e^mina 
kndS^.      It  is  indeed  strange  that  so 
lusiontafl  have  completely  ^ges^on  o 
of  many  men,  that  they  will  not  peimit  their  re 
upon  the  subject ;  and  when  yon  reason  to  then 
historv  powers  and  true  relations  of  the  Mates  a 
Government,  they  turn  with  superstitious  horr 
SB:  &  shut  their  eyes  j^^ ^  1 
tnmed  themselves  to  consider  a  inghttul  specue. 
S  Z  lings  of  the  bold  minds  and  brave  hj 
"ed  our  liberty  and  ddi,«^  » 
opinions  entertained  towards  Great  Bntam      i 
pSous  adoration  for  this  grand,  mythical  « 
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eminent,  which  has  beset  the  minds  of  many  men,  and  held 
their  judgments  spell-bound.  So  potent  has  been  its  influ- 
ence that  it  has  worked  a  revolution  in  the  Government. 
The  true  theory  of  the  Government,  as  it  was  intended  by 
its  framers,  was  strong  States  and  a  weak  Federal  head — this 
was  its  beauty  and  its  glory.  But  this  fatal  delusion  has 
been  the  main  instrument  of  reversing  this  relation,  emas- 
culating the  States  of  nearly  all  their  dignity  and  moral 
power,  and  transforming  the  Federal  Government  into  a 
grand,  central  dynasty,  wielding  unlimited  power  except  a? 
to  the  mere  forms  of  the  Constitution.  This  revolution  is 
now  about  to  be  reduced  to  a  practical  consummation,  by 
the  elevation  of  men  upon  the  prostration  of  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  and  this  dread  calamity  is  only  to  be  prevented  by  a 
resort  to  the  rights  and  powers  which  the  States  possessed 
when  they  formed  the  Union,  which  they  never  parted  with, 
and  which  are,  in  their  nature,  inalienable. 

Do  you  ask  how  this  right  is  to  be  exercised  ?  I  answer, 
it  is  peaceful  in  its  character.     Because  it  is  a  right,  no 

?ower  on  earth  has  a  right  to  interfere  with  its  exercise. — 
t  is  a  peaceful  resumption  of  the  powers  of  government  which 
are  about  to  be  perverted  to  our  oppression  ;  which  we  del- 
egated to  a  government  which  has  become  destructive  of  the 
purposes  of  its  institution,  and  to  which  we  cannot  submit. 
In  this  consists  its  chief  virtue,  and  the  characteristic  excel- 
lence of  our  system  of  government  above  all  the  systems  of 
the  world — that  from  the  nature  of  the  compact,  each  State 
has  the  right  to  withdraw  from  its  operation,  and  to  become 
immediately  and  peaceably  restored  to  her  position  of  au 
independent,  sovereign  State,  with  her  own  internal  govern- 
ment in  force,  and  with  full  capacity  to  enter  into  any  other 
confederacy  which  the  happiness  and  welfare  of  her  people 
may  demand.  If  in  the  exercise  of  these  rights,  she  is  mo- 
lested by  those  who  deny  them,  it  will  be  plainly  wrongful, 
and  her  defence  against  the  oppression  will  be  forced  upon 
her  by  necessity. 

But  it  is  plain  that  the  Federal  Government  has  no  right 
by  "the  Constitution  to  employ  coercion  against  such  a  State; 
for  that  would  most  effectually  subvert  the  Government,  and 
destroy  the  Union.  The  Union  can  only  subsist  as  one  of 
free  and  equ  vZ  States.  But  if  a  State  be  coerced  by  the 
Federal  Government  to  submit  to  its  dominion,  she  is  no 
longer  a  free  and  co-equal  member  of  the  confederacy,  but 
is  reduced  to  the  condition  of  a  subjugated  and  degraded 
province,  to  be  the   subject  of  a  military   despotism.     And 
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this  shows  both  the  right  of  a  State  to  withdraw  from  the 
Union,  and  the  want  of  all  power  in  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  interfere  with  the  exercise  of  the  right  by  force. 

The  dissolution  of  this  Union  can  never  be  contemplated 
by  a  true  American  heart  without  the  deepest  pain.  Yet 
whenever  it  becomes  necessary,  to  protect  our  sacred  rights, 
it  becomes  a  duty  from  which  no  veneration  for  its  past  glo- 
ries or  for  the  memories  of  the  patriots  who  framed  it, 
should  cause  us  to  shrink.  Those  noble  men,  if  now  living, 
would  raise  their  voices  against  the  desecration  of  the  in- 
stitutions they  left  us,  and  their  warnings  now  appeal  to  us, 
that  it  is  "  our  right,  it  is  our  duty,"  to  throw  off  a  prostitu- 
ted government,  "  and  to  provide  new  guards  for  our  future 
security." 

And  now,  fellow-citizens,  let  me  tell  you  the  position 
which  Mississippi  occupies  in  this  great  emergency. 

We  are  satisfied  that  nothing,  short  of  secession,  will  se- 
cure our  rights  under  the  Constitution,  and  settle  the  slavery 
agitation  once  and  forever.  We  must  take  a  position  where 
we  can  effectually  "  provide  new  guards  for  our  future  se- 
curity." Nothing  but  an  extreme  remedy  can  prevent  the 
utter  subversion  of  the  Constitution.  Congressional  action 
and  conventional  declarations  of  right,  will  never  arrest 
the  revolution  which  is  set  on  foot  by  the  election  of  Lincoln. 
Prompt,  vigorous  and  radical  action  by  the  Southern  States 
is  necessary,  to  let  the  enemies  of  the  Constitution  know, 
that  we  are  in  earnest,  and  that  the  day  of  what  they,  call 
"  Southern  bluster,"  is  past.  But  a  brief  period  is  allowed 
for  putting  ourselves  in  a  position  to  save  the  Constitution 
and  protect  our  rights  before  the  4th  of  March.  Safety 
and  duty  demand  that   we   should   act  before   that  time. 

We  do  not  intend  to  be  quietly  slid  under  the  dominion 
of  Abraham  Lincoln,  with  all  our  constitutional  protection 
prostrated,  and  with  the  difficulties  of  extrication  from  such 
a  position  increased.  If  all  the  Southern  States  act  prompt- 
ly and  unitedly  in  this  movement,  that  and  nothing  short  of 
it  will  bring  the  enemies  of  the  Constitution  to  a  sense  of 
our  rights.  We  may,  by  such  bold  and  decided  action,  pre- 
vent the  subversion  of  the  Government,  provide  full  "and 
efficient  protection  against  further  invasion  of  our  rights, 
and  restore  the  Constitution.  But  if  this  should  prove  to 
be  impracticable,  then  we  will  have  done  our  duty  to  pre- 
sume the  Constitution;  and  having  failed,  we  will  be  in  a 
position  of  readiness  to  form  a  new  Confederacy,  a  homo- 
geneous Union,  where  we  can  enjoy  the  rights  which  are 
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denied  to  us  under  the  Government  which  we  will  have 
been  compelled  to  abandon.  . 

We  may  expect  to  be  vilified  and  denounced,  as  traitors 
and  rebels.  So  were  our  fathers  of  the  Revolution.  But, 
like  them,  we  will  appeal  to  the  civilized  world  and  to  the 
Supreme  Judge  of  it,  for  the  rectitude  of  our  intentions; 
and  bearing  aloft  our  glorious  Constitution,  as  the  ark  of 
the  covenant  of  our  rights  and  liberties,  we  will  pass  away 
from  this  worse  than  Egyptian  bondage,  trusting  to  the 
God  of  wisdom  to  guide  us,  and  that  He  will  open  the 
troubled  waters  for  our  safe  passage,  and  hold  them  to 
overwhelm  the  hosts  which  shall  attempt  to  pursue  us. 


[DOCUMENT  I.] 

New  Oeleans,  La.,  December  13. 1860. 

His  Excellency,  J.  J.  PETTUS, 

Jackbon,  Miss. 

Sir: — In  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed  by  my  appoint- 
ment as  Commissioner  to  the  State  of  Louisiana,  I  beg  to 
report  to  your  Excellency,  that  I  repaired  without  delay  to 
Baton  Rouge,,  the  Capital  of  the  State,  where  the  Legisla- 
ture had  convened  in  extraordinary  session  on  the  10th 
instant. 

On  my  arrival  I  promptly  notified  the  Governor  of  Lou- 
isiana of  my  presence  and  the  objects  of  my  mission  by 
addressing  him  the  inclosed  communication.  Governor 
Moore  immediately  responded  to  my  note  by  requesting  a 
personal  interview  in  the  Executive  Chamber,  to  which  I 
repaired,  and  was  most  cordially,  and  courteously  received 
by  himself  and  the  Hon.  T.  J.  Semmes,  Attorney-General 
of  the  State. 

In  an  unwavered  interview  of  an  hour  with  them,  I  ex- 
plained, to  the  best  of  my  ability,  the  views  of  your  Excel- 
lency regarding  the  present,  grave  crisis  in  our  political 
affairs,  and  the  action  of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi  in 
reference  thereto  at  their  late  extra  session.  I  dwelt  upon 
the  unanimity  which  characterized  their  proceedings,  the 
overwhelming  public  sentiment  by  which  they  were  sus- 
tained in  the  State,  and  the  certain  prospect  of  the  prompt 
secession  of  Mississippi  from  a  Federal  Union,  which  must 
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become,  under  the  Black  Republican  regime  soon  to  be  in- 
augurated, the  engine  of  the  degradation  and  destruction 
of  the  South.  I  solicited  the  co-operation  of  Louisiana  in 
the  action  Mississippi  proposed  to  take  as  the  only  means 
left  for  the  protection  of  Southern  Rights  and  honor.  I 
was  gratified  to  learn  from  these  distinguished  patriots  and 
statesmen  that  the  action  and  predominant  sentiment  of 
Mississippi  met  with  their  cordial  sanction  and  sympathy, 
and  that  they  had  every  confidence  the  people  of  Louisiana 
would  vindicate  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  South  by 
the  action  of  their  State  Convention. 

During  my  interview  with  Gov.  Moore,  I  was  waited 
upon  by  a  committee  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature 
and  invited  to  a  seat  within  the  bar  of  their  respective 
chambers. 

On  the  day  following  at  10  o'clock,  I  was  formally  re- 
ceived by  the  Legislature  in  joint  session,  when  in  reply 
to  the  remarks  I  had  the  honor  to  submit,  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor Hyams,  President  of  the  Senate,  made  an  able  and 
eloquent  address,  a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  furnish  as 
indicative  of  the  sentiment  of  Louisiana. 

After  further  conference  with  the  Governor,  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  Attorney-General,  and  the  members  of  the  Le- 
gislature, I  took  my  leave  of  them,  and  shall  ever  cherish 
the  most  grateful  recollection  of  the  courtesy,  kindness 
and  cordial  hospitality  I  received  at  their  hands. 

The  Legislature,  by  a  unanimous  vote  has^called  a  Con- 
vention, to  assemble  on  the  23d  of  January  proximo,  and  I 
think  1  may  with  entire  confidence,  predict  that  within  a 
few  days  thereafter  she  will  assume  her  place  in  the  great 
Southern  column,  freed  of  Federal  shackles,  and  resolve  to 
submit  only  to  such  a  Government  as  brave  and  honorable 
men  can  approve. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WIRT  ADAMS,  Commissioner. 


Harney  House,  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  December  11,1860. 

To  His  Excellency,  T.  0.  MOORE, 

Governor  of  La. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  place  herewith  in  the  hands  of 
your  Excellency  my  credentials  as  Commissioner  from  the 
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State  of  Mississippi  to  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  accom- 
panying the  same  a  copy  of  the  Resolutions  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  my  State,  under  the  sanction  of  which  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  of  Mississippi  has  made  this  and 
other  appointments. 

In  discharge  of  the  trust  thus  confided  to  me,  it  will  af- 
ford me  the  highest  pleasure  to  communicate  with  your  Ex- 
cellency in  writing,  or  by  a  personal  interview,  at  such  time 
as  may  be  most  consistant  with  your  convenience  and  plea- 
sure. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  subscribe  myself, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WIRT  ADAMS,  Commissioner. 


ADDRESS. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  State  of  Louisiana: — In  behalf  of 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  I  tender  to  your  Executive,  to 
your  Honorable  bodies,  and  to  the  people  of  Louisiana,  my 
profound  acknowledgments  for  the  distinguished  courtesy 
and  kindness  which  have  been  extended  to  her  representa- 
tive. 

I  have  been  commissioned  by  the  Governor  of  my  State 
to  communicate  formally  and  officially  to  the  authorities 
and  people  of  Louisiana,  "  that  the  Legislature  of  Missis- 
sippi has  passed  an  act  calling  a  Convention  of  the  State 
to  consider  the  present  threatening  relations  of  the  North- 
ern and  Southern  sections  of  the  Confederacy,  aggravated 
by  the  recent  election  of  a  President  upon  principles  of 
hostility  to  the  States  of  the  South;  and  to  express  the 
earnest  hope  of  Mississippi  that  Louisiana  will  co-operate 
vith  her  in  the  adoption  of  efficient  measures  for  their  com- 
non  defense  and  safety." 

In  addition  to  the  act  calling  a  Convention,  whieh  passed 
b}th  branches  of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi  by  a  unani- 
mous vote,  a  series  of  resolutions  were  adopted  by  a  tote  ap- 
pioaching  the  like  unanimity,  which  after  reciting  the  griev- 
ances of  the  Southern  States,  declared  secession  to  be  the 
omy  remedy. 

The  discharge  of  this  important  trust,  sir,  has  been  ren- 
dered no  less  simple  than  grateful.  The  recommendations 
of  jour  enlightened  and  patriotic  Executive,  contained  in 


90 

his  message,  followed,  as  they  have  been,  by  the  prompt  and 
wise  action  of  this  Legislature,  in  calling  a  Convention  of 
the  people  of  Louisiana,  and  making  a  munificent  appropria- 
tion for  arming  the  State  ;  the  manifestations  of  an  almost 
unanimous  public  sentiment,  which  I  witness  around  me, 
render  any  words  of  argument  or  exhortation  from  me,  more 
than  superfluous.  As  well,  sir,  might  I  attempt  to  swell  the 
volume  of  the  majestic  stream  which  pours  its  resistless  tide 
past  your  beautiful  capitol,  by  adding  one  drop  to  its  waters, 
as  essay  to  deepen  the  convictions  or  confirm  the  unalterable 
resolves  of  your  noble  and  gallant  State.  She  has  well  ex- 
emplified the  maxim  that  the  time  for  argument  in  this  con- 
test with  the  North  has  gone  forever,  and  the  time  for  ac- 
tion has  come.  It  is  but  doing  her  justice  to  say,  that  every- 
where in  this  broad  land,  has  she  been  distinguished  for  the 
moderation,  conservatism  and  patriotism  of  her  people.  And 
could  she  give  more  signal  proof  of  this  well-deserved  char- 
acter, than  in  her  present  determination  to  preserve  the 
rights,  the  honor,  and  the  interests  of  her  citizens  intact,  in 
the  gravest  and  most  perilous  juncture  that  was  ever  present- 
ed to  a  free  people  ? 

I  rejoice.  Mr.  President,  at  these  unmistakable  indications 
of  her  purpose,  and  shall  bear  back  the  intelligence  of  your 
action  to  the  Governor  and  people  of  my  State  with  no  or- 
dinary gratification.  And  amongst  the  popular  manifesta- 
tions which  I  have  witnessed,  I  shall  not  forget  that  your 
imperial  city  of  New  Orleans,  which  reposes  by  the  river 
side  and  the  sea,  has  recently  emblazoned  aloft  her  senti- 
ments, and  elevated  above  the  Crescent  of  her  commercial 
grandeur  the  radiant  Cross  of  the  true  Southern  faith. 

It  is  peculiarly  proper,  sir,  that  the  States  of  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi,  contiguous  in  territory,  and  bound  together 
by  the  closest  commercial  and  social  ties,  should  stand  and 
act  together  in  this  contest  with  a  malignant  and  ruthless 
foe.  Upon  the  plains  of  Chalmette  and  the  field  of  Mexico, 
their  gallant  sons,  in  the  past,  have  locked  their  shields  ;  and 
now,  in  the  midst  of  perils  far  greater,  involving  life,  honoi 
and  property,  I  fervently  hope  they  will  be  found  in  th« 
future,  in  opinion  and  action,  united  in  bonds  fraternal  and 
indissoluble. 

At  the  close  of  this  address,  the  Assembly,  and  the  lartfe 
crowds  in  the  lobbies  and  galleries,  greeted  the  Mississifpi 
Commissioner  and  his  sentiments  with  loud  applause. 

Lieutenant-Governor  Hyams  then  invited  the  Commissbn* 
er  from  Mississippi  to  ascend  the  Speaker's  stand,  and  with 
great  earnestness  addressed  him  in  the  following  speech: 
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Sir  : — I  welcome  you,  as  the  Commissioner  from  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  to  the  Halls  of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana, 
assembled  in  joint  session  for  the  occasion — to  take  counsel 
together  this  day,  when  a  ruthless  majority  of  the  people  of 
the  Northern  States,  regardless  of  the  rights  ot  the  Southern 
States,  are  about  to  inaugurate  a  policy  which  utterly  sub- 
verts their  equality  in  the  Union,  and  will  at  no  distant  day 
culminate  in  reducing  them  to  a  condition  far  worse  than 
colonial  vassalage.  After  a  long  train  of  injuries,  abuses 
and  usurpations,  our  sturdy  ancestry  broke  the  yoke  of 
British  domination,  and  established  with  their  blood  the  in- 
dependence of  the  •  States,  and  subsequently  adopted  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more 
perfect  union,  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquility, 
provide  for  the  common  defense,  ''promote  the  general  wel- 
fare and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  themselves  and 
their  posterity.''  How  have  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
the  Northern  States  kept  the  bonds?  We  have  under  the 
forms  of  the  Constitution  elevated  to  the  Presidency  of  the 
United  States,  (united  only  for  the  great  purposes  expressed 
in  the  Constitution.)  a  citizen  of  the  North,  as  the  represen- 
tative of  principles  so  destructive  to  the  rights,  liberties, 
property  and  lives  of  the  people  of  fifteen  of  the  sovereign 
States  of  the  confederacy,  that  if  promulgated  in  person  to 
their  slave  population,  in  the  spirit  of  the  party  to  which  he 
owes  his  elevation,  would  subject  him  to  condign  punishment 
— and  in  Louisiana,  by  her  statutes,  to  imprisonment  for  life, 
or  death,  at  the  discretion  of  her  courts. 

Can  any  citizen  of  the  South,  or  any  true  American  con- 
template the  humiliating  spectacle  and  not  hide  his  head 
with  shame,  if  he  does  notresist  and  throw  off  such  disgrace- 
ful yoke  at  all  hazards,  and  at  every  cost  ? 

Sir,  this  revolution  is  determined  upon  by  all  true  South- 
3rn  men,  and  the  best  means  of  its  accomplishment  is  the 
Union  of  the  South  for  the  sake  of  the  South,  and  to 
further  that  great  end,  we  understand  to  be  the  object  of 
jour  mission.  Louisiana,  therefore,  welcomes  the  Commis- 
s'oner  from  Mississippi  to  her  councils,  to  prepare  for  and 
naintain  Southern  independence,  and  like  our  fathers  of  old, 
W3  will  pledge  in  the  cause,  "  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and 
our  sacred  honors." 
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